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PREFACE. 


Y APOLOGY for venturing to give this 
volume to the public is that I was asked to 
do so by the publisher. It is no easy 

matter to make a selection from the many Sermons 
one has preached ; what has guided me in my choice 
has been the fact that the discourses included in this 
book have been, to my knowledge, helprul to some, at 
least, of those whom I have had the privilege of 
addressing. 


My warm thanks are due to my friend and 
neighbour, Rev. James McGranahan, B.A., for the 
valuable service he has rendered in revising and 
correcting the proof-sheets, and also to President 
Leitch, D.D., D. LITT., for his kindness in writing the 
introductory notice. 


I send forth this volume with the hope and prayer 
that it may be used by the Master in bringing guid- 
ance, comfort and refreshment to some of its readers. 
If it should prove to be of any service in extending 
the Redeemer’s Kingdom, I shall deem the time and 
labour given to it as well-spent. 


Londonderry, 
May, 1913. 
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Introduction to Sermons. 





out of those preached in the ordinary 

course of his ministry by the busy 
pastor of a large city congregation. They 
must have been eminently helpful to the 
members of his own flock for whom they were 
prepared and who were privileged to hear 
them preached. But they are manifestly 
fitted for wider usefulness and deserve the 
publicity which the Press gives. The printed 
page is a poor substitute for the voice and 
personality of the preacher who lives in the 
esteem and affection of his people; but these 
lose less than most sermons by being printed, 
for their excellence is not in any adventitious 
arts of oratory, but in the substantial religious 
truths which they present and illustrate and 
enforce with lucidity and simplicity. With 
their clear and direct style they are admirably 
adapted for private reading. Half an hour 
spent in the perusal of one of them will help 
our devotions and supply nourishment and 
strength to our spiritual life. 

A characteristic feature of these Sermons 
is that they deal with the great fundamental 
truths of religion, which they present with 
clearness and fulness and power. Many 


@ volume consists of Sermons selected 
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popular Sermons are occupied with trivial 
thoughts and sentiments, which they raise 
into a factitious importance. But however 
ingenious and “original” they may be, 
Sermons on trivial subjects are only trivialities. 
The Sermons in this volume are on great 
texts, and inculcate the great truths and 
duties of Scripture and Christian experience ; 
and they inculcate them always in living 
connexion with the person and work of Jesus 
Christ through Whom they are revealed and 
realized. The titles given to many of the 
Sermons are very happy, and in some cases 
in the title itself there is a Sermon. 

There is in these Sermons no obtrusion of 
theology and its technical terms, yet they 
could have been written only by a theologian 
who had a clear conception of the whole 
system of Christian truth with which they 
stand related. The sound theology of the 
preacher saves him from the distortion of 
truth by foolish fancies or false sentiments. 
So also there is no display of learning in them, 
yet almost every page shews that the author 
is a thoughtful and accomplished scholar 
whose style reflects his familiarity with the 
best literature, and who can in the most 
natural way draw arguments and illustrations 
from history and philosophy and poetry. 
Lovers of Tennyson will be delighted with the 
frequency and appositeness of his Tennysonian 
quotations and allusions. 

Another striking feature of these Sermons 
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is their scripturality. They are not the 
thoughts of the preacher imposed on the 
texts of Scripture, but they are the thoughts 
of the inspired writers made the preacher’s 
own by insight and interpretation and 
meditation. Every text has been mani- 
festly studied in the light of its context, and 
its original meaning has been seen and 
appreciated by the preacher before he has 
adapted its truths and applied its lessons to 
the needs of his hearers. 

I have read these thoughtful and beautiful 
Sermons with great personal interest and 
pleasure as shewing that the high estimate 
which his professors had of Mr. Thompson at 
college has been more than justified by his 
faithfulness and efficiency as a minister and 
his conspicuous ability and success as a 
preacher of the Gospel. 


MATTHEW LEITCH, 
Assemblys College, 
Belfast, 





THE SECRET 


OF A 


NOBLE AND BLESSED LIFE. 


“ And that life which I now live in the flesh I live in 
faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, Who 
loved me and gave Himself up for me,” 

GALATIOns ii.,20. (R.V.) 





c 


omer ian ae lee Be 


"a Sed oe tm _ 
ees Vs gp a es 


- 
re 


oo ry ; 
wlth Geet >) a ie Mel be act eee 1 AD wae v 
~ , ~ 4 ; f 
$E Be5 ew = ae on tae Bei aw vi "i 
nF sah ie Whe cA only ene ant el 
Bis aes Bohai jase cal ae ag hg 


“a wat ' 


iv 
Ta ae ie 


Ie wad To 


re at scooter in 
A 2V 


ae ¥ 





The Secret of a Noble and 
Blessed Life. 


**And that life which I now live in the flesh I 
live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, 
Who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” 

GALATIANS II., 20. (R.V.) 


One who became an eminent scholar and a 
great preacher said in his first sermon to the 
congregation over which he had _ been 
ordained: ‘‘ You all know the truth from 
your infancy. You do not feelit. The work 
of the pulpit is to make it realto you.”” These 
words occurred to me when I made up my 
mind to speak to you from the text which 
I have just announced in your hearing. 
The words themselves and the truths they 
convey are familiar to every one who comes 
to worship in a Christian Church. Who is 
there destitute of all knowledge concerning 
the love of Jesus Christ, the sacrifice to which 
it led, the life of faith and devotion produced 
in those who are attracted to Him and re- 
spond to His love? 

But there are not so many to whom these 
facts are real or have their full significance. 
There are not a few who either think not of 
them at all, or if they do think of them once 
in a while with some seriousness they do not 

B 


4 


translate their thoughts into daily life. 
Let us endeavour to make real to our minds 
the truth the Apostle Paul here presents to 
us, and if we do so we cannot fail to be 
profited thereby. In the text we have the 
secret of Paul’s life, a noble, self-sacrificing, 
blessed life. 


L. 


We first think of the central fact of Re- 
demption and its bearing upon theindiwidual : 
the Son of God loved sinners and gave Him- 
self up for them. That Jesus died on the 
Cross is a fact, a fact as indisputable as that 
Caesar was murdered by Brutus. But what 
was the significance of that epoch-making 
event which occurred outside Jerusalem ? 
The unvarying testimony of the New Testa- 
ment is that it was love which brought Him 
to Calvary, that He gave Himself for sinful 
men that they who believe in Him might 
have forgiveness and newness of life. Jesus 
Himself taught His disciples that He must 
suffer and die and rise again, that He would 
lay down His life and take it again.” On the 
night of his betrayal He instituted the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper in which the 
elements symbolise His broken body and 
shed blood in intimate connection with the 
remission of sins. 

For a time Saul of Tarsus was bitterly 
prejudiced against Jesus and against belief 
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in His Divine authority. But a marked 
change passed over his thought. Prejudice 
was one day overthrown. He saw the trans- 
cendent glory of Him whom he had tried to 
think of merely as disgraced and crucified. 
He heard the authoritative voice of Him 
Whom he had supposed to be an impostor 
speaking to him from the heavenly places as 
a living, loving Saviour. 

Now he was able to form a more correct, a 
more unbiassed judgment of the Person and 
work of Jesus. In His earthly life he saw a 
marvellous condescension, an unspeakable 
_ self-effacement. Amid the shame of the Cross 
he perceived a heavenly glory. In the life 
which culminated on Calvary he saw sublime 
self-sacrifice, Divine sin-bearing, and the most 
signal, most persuasive demonstration of 
God’s love. In the death of Jesus all 
potentially died with Him, all men in general, 
all classes and races of men; and as soon as 
they become believers in Him they attain to 
the enjoyment of its blessed effects. This 
subjective realization cannot take place in the 
case of any who turnaway from the Saviour, 
for their unbelief frustrates it. As our Repre- 
sentative He gave Himself up, and that death 
of His is through personal faith subjectively 
realized in our consciousness 

We do well to think frequently of the love 
of Jesus, the love which moved Him to under- 
take the work of Redempton and tread the 
way of the Cross. While He came as the 
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Sent of the Father to do the Father’s will, at 
the same time He came voluntarily, and 
willingly devoted Himself to the work given 
Him todo. ‘The motive of His self-surrender 
and self-sacrifice was His own pure, unchang- 
ing love. Freely he gave Himself. In His 
boundless love He became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the Cross. How 
vast was His love in its breadth and length 
and depth and height! 


‘““The love of Jesus, what it is 
None but His loved ones know.” 


In a lonely valley of Switzerland a small 
band of patriots once marched against an 
invading force very much stronger than they. 
They found themselves one day at the head 
of a narrow pass confronted by a solid array 
of spears. There were brave men in the 
Swiss army, and again and again they came 
forward. Assault after assault they made, 
but that bristling line of spears remained un- 
broken. Time after time they were driven 
back with terrible losses; for the Austrians 
stood shoulder to shoulder, holding out their 
spears in front of them, thus making a 
barrier which could not be broken through. 
For the last time the courageous Swiss 
rallied ; as they charged, their leader suddenly 
advanced before them with outstretched 
arms, and every spear for several yards of the 
line was buried in his body. But he opened 
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up the way for his followers. Through the 
open breach over his dead body they marched 
to victory and won the freedom of their 
country. So the Lord Jesus in His love went 
before us, as the Captain of our salvation, 
struck by the weapons of death and judg- 
ment, and through His death His and our 
enemies have been vanquished. Thus He 
accomplished our redemption; thus He 
achieved our emancipation. We have no 
hope or ground of confidence apart from His 
love and sacrifice. For us, for our advantage, 
for our eternal benefit He gave Himself up 
to shame and pain and death. 


‘‘For us to wicked men betrayed 
Scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed, 
He bore the shameful Cross and death, 
For us at length gave up His breath, 
For us He rose from death again 
For us He went on high to reign ; 
For us He sent His Spirit here 
To guide, to strengthen and to cheer.” 


But we need to have a personal interest in 
the self-surrender of Jesus. When we speak 
of His love for sinners, of His dying to take 
away the sin of the world, we may be dealing 
merely with generalities. What about ourselves 
as individuals? That after all is the important 
thing. When we extend our thoughts or our 
sympathy to the crowd, we lose the in- 
dividual. When we look at the forest we 
do not see particular trees. But Jesus 
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saw all and loved all. While He was 
moved with compassion for the multitude, 
He did not overlook the nervous, afflicted 
woman who with trembling hand touched the 
hem of His garment. As He provided for the 
wants of the crowd who followed Him into 
“the wilderness and every one’s hunger was 
appeased, so each of us has a place in His 
heart; each of us may through the mercy of 
God have the same relation to Jesus as Paul 
had. Each by an appropriating faith may 
exclaim: ‘He loved me and gave Himself 
up for me.” 

Tennyson has a beautiful and touching 
poem concerning a little child in a hospital. 
She had heard that she was about to undergo 
an operation, and it was not likely she would 
live through it. Accordingly she asked her 
young companion in the next cot what she 
ought to do. She advised her to tell Jesus 
all about it, and ask Him to take care of her 
and do what was best for her; for He had 
said: ‘‘ Suffer the little children to come unto 
Me.” But the child had a difficulty: how 
would the Lord Jesus know her? ‘There were 
such a lot of beds in the ward and the Saviour 
had so much to do that perhaps He would not 
know which little girl it was who wanted Him 
to take such special care of her. So it was 
agreed that she would put her hands out of 
the bed and when Jesus saw her hands He 
would know that she was the little girl who 
needed Him. The scene as the poet describes 
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it is most pathetic, and I spoil it by trying to 
tell it in prose. 

In the morning when the doctor and nurse 
passed through the ward, she seemed to be 
asleep, but Jesus had come and received her 
to Himself. He had taken care of her in 
the best possible way; and there lay the 
little hands out of bed on the counterpane. 


“<The Lord of the children had heard her, and 
Emmie had past away.” 


But we need not even so much as that, my 
friends; for the Lord Jesus knows each one 
of us and all our needs, and whosoever will 
may come and have experience of pardoning 
mercy and quickening grace. Each one who 
comes to Him and trusts in Him may have 
the assurance of a personal interest in His 
finished work and all-prevailing intercession, 
and is enabled to say: ‘‘He loved me and 
gave Himself up for me.” 


bE. 


We have touched upon the central fact of 
Redemption and its bearing upon the indi- 
vidual, and now we must consider the attitude 
of soul which makes that fact the foundation 
of one’s personal life, its support and nurture. 
The life which I now live in the flesh as a 
Christian man I live in faith, the faith which 
is in the Son of God. It is by trust in the 
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Son of God any one receives the blessings of 
redemption. The first evidence of the Spirit’s 
regenerating power is the presence of faith in 
the Christ of the Cross. They who look to 
Him and trust in Him have spiritual life, and 
it is by faith this life is continued in constant 
exercise. The Apostle knew no Master but 
Jesus Christ, and he knew no other way of 
living the Christian life than by relying on the 
Christ Who had loved him and surrendered 
His life for such sinners as he. What availed 
for him was the faith that grasped the Son of 
God Whose death is so efficacious, Whose 
sacrifice is all-sufficient. 

It is little use to talk about other people’s 
faith, what it is and what it does. The 
essential thing is the personal trust which 
appropriates or makes one’s own the purpose 
and benefit of Jesus’ giving of Himself. 
Men need individually to realize the fact that 
they are sinners, that they are responsible 
for their life, and then to take hold of Him 
Who in His love came to call sinners to re- 
pentance and save them. What would it 
profit you, my hearer, if Jesus loved and gave 
Himself for other men, if you know nothing 
of His love and have no share in the benefits of 
His Cross and Passion? What would it 
profit you if others are cleansed, pardoned, 
renewed, if you know nothing of the blessed- 
ness which is theirs? You need to get 
beyond vague generalities into the region of 
personal appropriation of the blessings which 
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Christ lived and died and rose again to bestow. 
He loved me! exclaimed Paul. ‘‘ Jesus lover 
of my soul!” wrote Wesley. Have you com- 
mitted your soul, your all to Him? Such a 
realization of the Divine love will have a 
marvellous influence upon one’s life. What 
a power it was in Paul’s experience! It 
drove all self out of him. The love of Christ 
responded to, acted as a great spiritual force 
and moral power in his life. It evoked 
gratitude, devotion, obedience. It delivered 
him from by-ends and ambitious self-seeking. 
He felt that Christ had died his death, and 
therefore his life was no more his own but was 
due to Him Who had done so much for him. 

If like him you and I realize the greatness 
of the Saviour’s love and sacrifice for us as 
individuals, the old things will become new. 
Faith in the Redeemer will be the regulating 
principle of our life. Faith will keep us in 
union with Him and draw from Him 
spiritual nurture and strength. We live by 
faith; we walk by faith; we stand by faith; 
we overcome the world by faith; we are 
sanctified by faith; and it is by faith we are 
kept unto the final salvation. Blessed are 
they who thus rest on Christ alone and live 
in the faith which is in the Son of God. 


‘‘I bless the Christ of God, 
I rest on love Divine ; 
And with unfaltering lip and heart 
I call this Saviour mine.” 
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Further, this life of faith is 7m the flesh, 
In the body we are exposed to cares, 
perplexities, trials of various kinds, with 
work to do and service to render. We are 
here in the flesh, with passions and appetities 
prone to evil, and in a world with manifold 
seductions that appeal to the senses. It 
might seem at the first blush as if the Christian 
life could not be maintained under such 
conditions. It might appear as if retirement 
from the busy world into the quiet of a 
cloister or a cell were absolutely necessary. 
But if we have anything of Paul’s faith, it 
will keep and stimulate us in the life of the 
trivial round and common task, in society, 
in all our engagements. It will affect every- 
thing we do and will dominate our whole 
being. It will be our working principle. 

We are too ready to think of religion as 
something which concerns us only on great 
occasions or in some specially sacred places. 
It is right and necessary that we should have 
faith in the Son of God when we come to His 
Table or meet together with His followers for 
prayer and praise, but we need it also in our 
common-place work, amid the dust and 
turmoil of our ordinary days. It is said 
of Socrates that he brought down philosophy 
from the clouds, down to the squares and 
streets of the city; so we should bring our 
religion down from those remote regions to 
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which it has so frequently been relegated, 
down to the practical affairs of everyday life. 

Every day there is enough to test us as to 
what is the governing principle of our lives. 
If we have faith in the Christ of the Cross, it 
will mould and influence our whole being. 
It will supply the right motive for all true 
service and fruitful living. It will impel to 
obedience and self-denial. It will work by 
love and purify the heart. 


‘“O Jesus, may thy love 
My strength and succour prove 
That I to Thee may live ; 


Thou gavest all for me, 
May I devote to Thee 
What little I can give.” 


When a great citizen of Florence lay dying 
of the plague deserted by his courtiers, 
abandoned by his friends, forsaken even by 
his own family, he appealed to a crowd under 
the window for some office of charity. The 
appeal seemed to be in vain. The words of 
one who spoke expressed the thoughts of all. 
‘“‘No!”’ he said, ‘‘ you are not rich enough to 
buy us. We will not give up life for gold.” 
But up started a young man and rushed 
through the crowd, exclaiming: ‘I will come 
to you not for money but for gratitude, for I 
am one of those you saved from the death- 
block.” ‘That is the language of one who 
feels a profound sense of indebtedness. The 
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inspiration of love is the same in all ages and 
for all generations. When like the great 
Apostle we can say: “‘ He loved me and gave 
Himself up for me,”’ we shall know something 
of the impelling force, the sweet constraint 
of that love. Now, when we come to think 
of the amount of selfishness and self-will 
found in those who name the name of Christ, 
when we consider how little enthusiasm and 
self-denial and noble service can be seen, we 
must infer that the self-sacrificing love which 
shrank not from the Cross is not as real to 
many as it ought to be. 

We need to think more frequently and 
earnestly of the self-surrender and death of 
Jesus and the love manifested therein. It 
behoves us to have a more adequate sense of 
the bondage from which we have been rescued, 
the evil and danger of the sin from which He 
has saved us, and the gladness and hope He 
has placed in our breasts. When our con- 
victions become stronger on these points, we 
shall obtain the victory over our spiritual 
indolence and our habits of self-pleasing. 
Our life in the flesh connected with things 
transitory, mutable, terrestial, disappointing 
will nevertheless be lived to noble purpose, in 
the service of Him Who for us died and rose 
again. It may meet with many a hindrance, 
many a rebuff, many a grief; it may be 
weighted by many a care; nevertheless the 
higher principle, the life of faith will make 
it strong, hopeful, victorious. It will be 
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inspired by the love of Christ, moulded by 
His example, and will be changed into His 
likeness. Then the life which we now live 
in the flesh will not be after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. It will be pleasing unto God and 
helpful to men. It will be life that is life 


indeed. ‘“‘ There is,’’ writes Professor Findlay 
“a note of triumph in the words, ‘ the life 
I now live in the flesh, Iliveinfaith!’ The 


impossible has been accomplished. The 
body of death is possessed by the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus.’’ This was the secret of 
Paul’s noble, self-sacrificing, blessed life. God 
grant that all this may be very real to us in 
our daily walk and warfare. Amen. 
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TOIL TRANSFIGURED. 


“For ye serve the Lord Christ.” 
Cotossians III., 24. 





Toil Transfigured. 


“* For ye serve the Lord Christ.’’—Conosstans III., 24 


The Christian life as portrayed in the New 
Testament is a thing to be lived out in public 
before the eyes of men in an earnest and 
upright manner. Those who have surrendered 
to the Lord in faith and love are thought of as 
persons who are careful in the varied details 
of conduct to act becomingly. They must 
never forget or neglect their relation to those 
whom they meet at every turn or with whom 
they have any dealings. 

In this Chapter in which the text stands 
there are many matters of an eminently 
practical character. The duties which belong 
to the different relations of life are enjoined, 
duties which ought to be performed in such a 
way as to show that religion has a controlling 
influence over the heart and life. The 
Apostle treats of the duties of wives, hus- 
bands, children, fathers and servants. For 
each of these classes he has an appropriate 
wotd. Servants he exhorts to hearty, dili- 
gent, faithful work, doing it as to the Lord 
and not to men; “‘for,’’ he adds, “ ye serve 
the Lord Christ.”’ 

The correct view of the Christian life is 
service, a service rendered freely and un- 
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grudgingly unto the Lord. In modern times 
when we speak of serving the Lord we are 
apt to think of something apart from our 
ordinary duties and avocations, but it was 
not thus with the Apostle Paul. He is 
speaking here of servants or rather slaves 
who had not of their own accord engaged to 
work for a certain amount of wages. They 
were mere chattels who had no rights whatso- 
ever and were obliged to do as they were 
ordered; and not infrequently they ex- 
perienced harsh and unfair treatment at the 
hands of their masters. Notwithstanding 
this they might make their constrained 
obedience a high and noble service; they 
might raise their laborious toil to the dignity 
of religious duty. The Lord Christ, they 
must remember, was their true Master. By 
connecting the duties which fell to their lot 
with His will those duties would be performed 
in a different spirit, and thus what would 
otherwise be uncongenial and unwelcome 
would become tolerable, if not pleasant. 

In our several spheres we have all some 
work to do. Occasionally we may have 
irksome and disagreeable duties to discharge. 
Do we not need to keep before our minds the 
view of life here presented to us that we may 
exert ourselves from the highest motives, 
mindful of our high calling? If the drudgery 
of a slave admitted of such a consecration, 
how much more the nobler work in which we 
may be engaged? A secular pursuit that is 
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lawful should be no barrier to a religious 
mind. You can abide in your trade, calling 
or profession, and serve the Lord in it by 
doing His will from the heart. The ordinary 
duties of life you can sanctify by performing 
them as to the Lord in the light of heaven. 
Some forget that all lawful pursuits are de- 
partments of God’s harvest-field in which 
He has called His children to serve. The 
love of Christ can make the humblest tasks 
sublime and give dignity to the most ob- 
scure position. As George Herbert put it: 


All may of Thee partake, 
Nothing can be so mean, 

Which with this tincture (for Thy sake) 
Will not grow bright and clean. 


A servant with this clause 
Makes drudgery divine : 

Who sweeps a room, as for Thy laws, 
Makes that and th’ action fine. 


Thisis not a conception of life which recom- 
mends itself to the worlding, the formalist or 
the sensualist; for to such it is simply 
impossible without a radical change in their 
disposition. To ask or expect “the natural 
man ”’ of carnal mind to make his life a serving 
of the Lord is an unreasonable thing. Unless 
and until he is renewed by the Spirit of God 
he cannot live with right aim and true pur- 
pose. Men misspend their years in at least 
two ways: one is from the absence of any 
definite aim; another is from being 
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dominated by selfishness. There are some 
who go through the world as if their chief 
object were to waste time, their chief end to 
enjoy themselves; and they are pleased 
when food and raiment in sufficient quantity 
and variety are forthcoming, and when there 
is no want, misfortune or disease to trouble 
them. They seem to think that it is not for 
them to aim at anything higher or to pursue 
anything nobler. The sense of responsibility 
for their gifts, their opportunities and their 
influence is lacking in their case. 

There are others again whose error is not 
aimlessness, but gross selfishness. They have 
a definite and eagerly followed purpose, 
only it is misdirected. Their all-absorbing 
idea is to spend their energies on the satis- 
faction of their cravings, the gratification of 
their selfish tastes and appetites. This idea 
may be worked out in coarse, repulsive, 
loathsome forms, or in a more refined, less 
gross, less revolting way. Whatever shape it 
may assume is a mere detail, and the Divine 
law in the one case as in the other is violated. 

Here, then, are two errors to be studiously 
avoided: the desultory way of spending 
time with no definite purpose; and also self- 
seeking with no thought of service rendered 
to the Lord or of the consideration due to 
one’s fellow-creatures. The real Christian is 
a servant of Christ, and his life is a noble and 
helpful service. He has been emancipated 
from the bondage and tyranny of sin. He is 
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free to devote himself to the will of the 
Redeemer Who has bought him with no less 
a price than the blood shed upon the Cross. 
This is what Christ has a right to expect. 
“Ye call Me Master and Lord and ye say well, 
forsoI am.” But the very fact of according 
such titles to Him, thus acknowledging His 
authority and ownership, implies a corres- 
ponding duty—namely, that of making our 
life consciously and deliberately a service 
rendered unto Him. 

Remember, then, that to serve the Lord 
does not necessarily mean the giving up of 
ordinary life-duties and the devoting of one- 
self to some work distinctively religious. 
Many have been able to render valuable 
service in the common walks and prosaic 
employments of life by throwing their in- 
fluence on the side of righteousness and truth, 
by doing what lay in their power when 
occasions of fulfilling the Master’s will pre- 
sented themselves. Business men who do 
their business in a Christian spirit, who live 
with fidelity, honesty and courage are in a real 
sense serving the Lord. If, in addition to 
their daily work, they can do something in 
the Church, if they can teach the young, visit 
the sick, address meetings, so much the better. 
But as one has said :——“‘ Often the backbone 
of a Church is not in the workers in evidence, 
but in the quiet, faithful people who are always 
in their places, who take no offence, who have 
the great and beautiful virtue of loyalty.” 
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There is truth in this statement. In any 
case whatever one’s position may be, however 
scanty one’s resources, however narrow one’s 
sphere, one may discover in most unlikely 
places opportunities of serving the Lord, of 
doing something which may promote His 
work or carry gladness and hope into the 
heart of some one who is struggling with 
difficulties. Is this too much to look for from 
any one who has been brought out of dark- 
ness into the Lord’s marvellous light ? 

It is good to consider the incomparable 
service Jesus has rendered on behalf of His 
people that they might be saved. For their 
behoof He was the servant as well as the Son 
of God. For their sakes He humbled Himself 
and stooped a servant low. He came not to 
be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
that sinners might be rescued from destruc- 
tion and the lost found. His amazing con- 
descension in taking upon Him the form of 
a servant and becoming obedient unto 
death should be a powerful appeal to every- 
one of us. It should awaken a cordial 
response in every breast. It demands a 
grateful recognition and return from every 
one who realizes its meaning. It is well 
calculated to beget in us the resolution and 
the purpose to devote our powers unto Him 
Who in His love withheld not His life from us. 

‘““O dearly, dearly, has He loved 
And we must love Him too, 


And trust in His redeeming blood 
And try His works to do.” 
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It is in the humiliation, in the Cross of 
Jesus and the love manifested there we are to 
find the motive to obedience and the power 
for service. To express our gratitude and 
love no devotion can be too whole-hearted, 
no effort too strenuous, no service too mag- 
nificent, no sacrifice too great. ‘“‘ We love 
Him because He first loved us.’’ We serve 
the Lord Christ Who gave Himself for our 
ransom. Such is the ideal of the Christian 
life, a service rendered unto the Lord spon- 
taneously, not grudgingly or of necessity, but 
with the cheerfulness God loves, with the 
gratitude which becomes the redeemed, and 
with the heartiness which commands the 
approval of all good men. 

The love of Jesus which is seen focussed in 
His death for sinners is the root from which 
spring unselfish living and wholehearted 
service. This love when responded to acts 
as a gteat spiritual force and moral power. 
It awakens gratitude, devotion, obedience. 
It is the highest, purest, most sustaining 
motive. When we realize what is meant by 
the love of Jesus Christ and have been brought 
under its influences we shall feel that our life 
is not our own. As a matter of fact we now 
know that we ourselves are not our own, but 
His, for we have been “‘ bought with a price.” 
His life has been given for us, and our life 
is due to Him in return. 

There was once a slave-girl for whom a 
gentleman paid the ransom money. She was 
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now free, but her previous life was such that 
she did not know what freedom meant. The 
tears fell fast upon the signed parchment which 
her deliverer presented to her. She looked 
at him with fear. At last he prepared to 
leave, and as he explained to her what she 
must do when he was gone it dawned upon 
her what freedom signified. For a moment 
or two she seemed as one dazed; then as 
from her very heart there broke the cry: 
*€ T will follow him, I will follow him.’”” When 
strangers afterwards visited that master’s 
house and noticed as they could not help 
doing the loving, earnest, devoted service of 
the glad-hearted girl, they would inquire 
why she was so eager night and day with un- 
bidden service. The one answer she loved to 
give their inquiry was this: ‘‘He redeemed 
m e 2 


In like manner, the love of Jesus when 
known, appreciated and responded to leads 
men to attach themselves to the cause of 
their Redeemer and to live unto Him Who 
has done so much for them. ‘They have been 
liberated by Him, but henceforth regard them- 
selves as His servants to honour Him and 
promote the welfare of their brother-men. 
Any service they render unto others who need 
their help, counsel or sympathy, He reckons 
to be done to Himself. As Christina Rosetti 
has written :— 
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“IT was hungry and Thou feddest me, 
Yea, thou gavest drink to slake my thirst ; 
O Lord, what love-gift can I offer Thee 
Who hast loved me first ? ” 


“Feed My hungry brethren for My sake: 
Give them drink for love of them and Me; 
Love them as I loved thee, when bread I brake 

In pure love of thee.” 


‘“ Yea, Lord, I will serve them by Thy Grace, 
Love Thee, seek Thee in them, 
Yet would I love Thyself, face to face 
Heart to heart one day.” 


**Let to-day fulfil its daily task, | 
Fill thy heart and hand to them and Me; 
To-morrow thou shalt ask, and shalt not ask 
Half I keep for Thee.” 


We cannot serve the Lord and not also 
serve our fellow-men. The picture given us 
of the last judgment makes this sufficiently 
plain. In serving His brethren we serve 
Him; in neglecting and despising His brethren 
we neglect and despise Him. To act selfishly 
and ungenerously toward our fellow-creatures 
is to act selfishly and ungenerously toward the 
Lord Jesus. We cannot fulfil our duty by 
professing to serve Him while we neglect or 
ignore the necessities of those who are His 
and our brethren. ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye did it 
not to one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye did it not to Me.” 

All around us there are those who are in 
need of our help and of the ministry of love ; 
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and it is within our power to bring a glint of 
sunshine into their life. Some traveller has 
told of the great stretches of the lava-fields 
for miles around a volcano, and of the deso- 
lateness and dreariness of the paths over 
those fields. There was not a blade of grass 
nor a shrub, nor the tiniest living thing any- 
where to be seen. But here and there as he 
went on he saw in the cracks and crevices of 
the lava-beds little flowers growing; and 
flowers never before seemed so lovely as there 
amid the bleakness of the place. Somewhat 
like those walks across the lava-fields are the 
paths of some in this world with their hard 
toil, bitter sorrow and heavy burden-bearing ; 
and the human kindnesses which here and 
there come with sweet fragrance and 
cheer into those dreary lives are like the 
lovely little flowers that so cheered the 
traveller in that desolate region. 

There are young people here with life 
before them and, doubtless, with dreams of 
accomplishing some good work in the world. 
Let the young man stand before Christ and 
consider that love which passeth knowledge ; 
let him think of the beauty, the nobility and 
the power of a truly Christian life; and then 
let him go forth as Christ’s servant, identified 
with the work of His kingdom, animated by 
His Spirit, supplied with the enthusiasm 
which will expend itself on some unselfish 
effort or worthy cause. What a blessed 
determination this would be for himself and 
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for others! Such a life will be a source of 
helpfulness to many and will have far-reaching 
influences for good. 


‘“‘Whate’er may die and be forgot, 
Work done for God it dieth not.” 


I have read of the artist Corregio that when 
young he saw a painting by Raphael. For 
a long time and very earnestly the boy gazed 
on that masterpiece. His soul drank in its 
beauty, even as flowers drink in moisture 
from the dew. Then he awoke to the con- 
sciousness of artistic power. Burning with 
the enthusiasm of kindled genius the blood 
rushed to his brow, the fire flashed from his 
eyes and he exclaimed—‘“‘I also am a 
painter!” 

And so, my brother, if you thoughtfully 
and earnestly study the character of Jesus 
Christ, if you come under the spell of His love, 
if you contemplate the beauty and blessed- 
ness of the life that is inspired by His Spirit 
you will begin to realize the possibilities of 
usefulness and devoted energy which are at 
your disposal. If you have accepted the 
Saviour and have surrendered heart and life 
to Him you will find in Him the secret of 
noble living, whole-hearted service and fruit- 
ful effort. Your circumstances may not be 
as you would wish them; you may have a 
crook in your lot. You may have much to 
contend with day by day; but if you are fill- 
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ing the place where Providence has put you, 
if you are performing your duties with 
fidelity as unto the Lord, you are rendering 
service which He will accept and reward. 
Those who look for the praise and approval 
of men may be disappointed ; those who love 
the praise of God and serve Him make no 
mistake and meet with no disappointment. 

Seek grace to live to His glory and do all for 
His sake. Think not merely of the present, 
but of the future. It will make a tremendous 
difference whether you serve Him Who is 
King of kings or serve Him not; whether 
you regard yourself as your own or His; 
whether you do all your work as nto Him or 
simply as unto men. I commend this service 
to you that you may accept it and devote 
yourself heartily to it. It is a service that is 
reasonable, honourable, remunerative. It is 
perfect freedom. It makes life noble, useful, 
glorious, and death gain. Those who serve 
the Lord have their fruit unto holiness and 
the end everlasting life. As Keble has 
written :— 


*“We need not bid for cloistered cell, 
Our neighbour and our work farewell, 
Nor strive to wind ourselves too high 
For sinful man beneath the sky. 


“The trivial round, the common task 
Will furnish all we ought to ask; 
Room to deny ourselves ; a road 
To bring us daily nearer God. 
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‘**Seek we no more; content with these, 
Let present Rapture, Comfort, Ease, 
As Heaven shall bid them, come and go :— 
The secret this of Rest below. 


‘Only, O Lord in Thy dear love 
Fit us for perfect Rest above ; 
And help us this and every day, 
To live more nearly as we pray.” AMEN. 





“REJOICE! REJOICE!” 


“ Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, Rejoice.” 
PHILIPPIANS, IV., 4. 





“ Rejoice! Rejoice !” 


“Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, 
Rejoice.” 
PHILIPPIANS IV., 4. 


In bidding his readers farewell the Apostle 
Paul exhorts them, amongst other things, to 
cheerfulness at all times. There might be 
misunderstandings and jealousies among 
brethren, occasions of friction and. rivalry, 
troubles and distractions of various kinds; 
and these things might so preoccupy the 
' mind as to induce despondency. But this 
must be guarded against; for those who are 
citizens of Heaven and are in possession of a 
hope so great and so Divine should not be 
dejected or gloomy. On the contrary they 
may and should be glad in heart. If the 
sources of all other joy should fail, there is 
joy in the Lord’s unchanging love and faith- 
fulness and never-disappointing grace. 

Religion has seldom been associated with 
gladness and brightness. This has arisen 
from several causes. The ‘‘god’”’ who is 
worshipped may be thought of as cruel, 
vengeful, implacable, as one who delights in 
robbing men of their dearest treasures and 
baulking their most sanguine hopes. The 
service of a deity like Moloch, for example, 
must have been a terror and a torture to his 
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most loyal devotees. For the feelings of the 
worshipper must be largely determined by 
what he sees or thinks he sees in the face of 
his God. 

But even in connection with those who are 
more enlightened and are not bowing down 
to false deities, there is another thing which 
has helped to foster the idea that religion is a 
sombre, gloomy, joyless thing—I mean man’s 
sense of imperfection and sin when brought 
face to face with the requirements of God’s 
law and its dread threats of penalty for 
disobedience. He feels his inability to reach 
this high standard. His conduct begins to 
appear despicable in his own eyes, and the 
knowledge of his transgressions burdens his 
soul and smites him with sadness. He feels 
the sting of guilt and it makes him miserable. 
In what direction is the remedy to be sought 
and found ? 
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There is, to begin with, the fact of gladness 
given by the Lord, springing from the know- 
ledge of His love and fellowship with Him. 
No doubt, there is much in Holy Scripture 
which is calculated to make men uncomfort- 
able and ill at ease. There is many a“de- 
nunciation of sin; there is many a call to 
self-abasement and sorrow because of way- 
wardness and self-will; there is many a 
threat directed against the disobedient and 
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defiant. Warning follows warning to deter 
_ from impenitence, folly and ungodliness. But 
when sinners are convicted of their sin, when 
the crust of callousness which has covered 
their hearts has been broken through, when 
with genuine sorrow for the evil past they 
turn unto Him Who is ready to pardon and 
bless, words of comfort and reassurance are 
spoken to them. 

The Gospel has a message of peace and 
consolation. It tells of the wondrous love of 
God in sending His Son to seek and save 
sinners, and to give His life a ransom for the 
many. It announces a present salvation full 
and free for every one who believes in Jesus 
Christ. The sins of the past are obliterated ; 
the sense of guilt, the fear of condemnation is 
taken away; the future can be thought of 
without alarm or distress of mind, The soui 
has found a resting place. A new hope, a 
new purpose, a new power comes to the man 
who is reconciled to God and chooses the path 
of righteousness. 

In every company of people there are in all 
probability some who cannot think of the past 
without regret andshame. The remembrance 
of it brings anguish of spirit, and they are 
burdened with a sense of failure and sin. As 
long as they are thus weighted they are weak 
and miserable. If only that black record 
could be expunged, they would become strong, 
buoyant, hopeful. It can be wiped out. 
Believing the Christian Evangel, you may 
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grieve no longer with the sorrow which 
paralyzes, for you may joy in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. By exercising faith 
in Him, your life will be given back to you 
as a clean thing. New hopes will cheer your 
heart and brighten your life. You will enjoy 
the rich abundance of Divine Grace and a new 
gladness will come to your soul. 

The good tidings of salvation when believed 
and acted upon must bring joy to those who 
have been depressed and saddened by the 
sense of failure. Faith in Him Who has 
triumphed over sin and death banishes 
gloom, puts doubt and fear to flight, and 
brings a calm and holy joy. Love to Him 
carries with it gladness and light. ‘“‘ Whom 
having not seen ye love, in Whom though now 
ye see Him not, yet believing ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 

There is a story told of a rich Eastern 
master who had many workers in his service. 
He noticed that his most skilful artisan was 
beginning to fall off in his work. The master 
directed the attention of his steward to this 
fact; and his answer was: ‘“‘It is not to be 
wondered at that the poor fellow is not 
succeeding with his work. His hands tremble 
so that he cannot manage his tools; his eyes 
are so full of tears at times that he cannot see 
what he is doing. A heavy debt is pressing 
hard upon him so that he even drinks to drown 
his sorrow. As long as that debt remains you 
cannot expect him to produce skilful work.”’ 
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This was the steward’s reply. ‘‘ Then,” 
said the generous master, “‘ go and tell him 
that the debt is paid.’”’ When the artisan 
heard this, he from that hour became a 
changed man. His tears were dried; the 
burden that had been weighing him down was 
lifted. He now plied his tools with a cheerful 
mind, and his work was done better than ever 
before. 


A person who has a sense of guilt cannot 
work satisfactorily for the Lord or enjoy any 
true happiness until the debt is cancelled and 
the condemnation of sin is taken away. The 
faith which receives Christ and His forgive- 
ness brings light and joy in Him. 


‘*Karth has a joy unknown to Heaven— 
The new-born peace of sins forgiven ; 
Tears of such pure and deep delight, 
Ve angels, never dimm’d your sight.” 


Through faith in and fellowship with the 
Lord Jesus we learn the secret of gladness, 
even though much that we see in ourselves 
and in the world is fitted to produce feelings 
of sadness and grief. When things had 
become very dark for Him, even when the 
Cross was near at hand, Jesus said: ‘‘ These 
things have I spoken unto you that My joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full.”’ 
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Seeing that such are the facts there is a 
duty implied which must not be forgotten. 
“For,” as the late Principal Rainy said, “if 
this Lord be what the believer holds Him to 
be, then there is more in Christ to make him 
glad than there can be in anything whatever 
to make him sorry. This applies even to 
remembered sin; for where sin abounded, 
grace doth much more abound.” The 
proper Christian note is gladness of heart. 
If any one should be happy it is the man who 
has Divine sunshine in his soul. It is an 
anomaly when any one who is animated by 
Christian faith and hope is gloomy, morbid, 
melancholy, morose. He has entered into a 
glorious inheritance ; he has peace with God ; 
he has an wunquenchable hope; he has 
sources of strength for the conflict with sin ; 
he has the everlasting arms to bear him up in 
every trial and in the solemn transition of 
death. 

A dreary, dismal disposition which frowns 
upon all joyfulness is not in keeping with the 
outlook of Jesus and His Apostles. The 
Master did not approve Pharisaic gloom and 
sadness. What He thought of such de- 
meanour stands out with sufficient clearness 
in the words :—“ Be not as the hypocrites, of 
a sad countenance.’”’ And there is surely 
significance in the language which concludes 
the story of the prodigal’s restoration :— 
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“ And they began to be merry.’”’ The Apostle 
Paul homologates his Master’s view. Joy 
is the key-note of this Epistle to the 
Philippians, and yet it was a time of strain 
and anxiety for the writer. He was in suspense 
as tothe issue of hisimprisonment. There were 
some things in the Churches which were not 
of a reassuring or cheering nature; never- 
theless he speaks of his own cheerfulness and 
hopefulness and calls upon his readers to 
complete his joy. ‘‘ Rejoice in the Lord 
alway, and again I say, Rejoice.” 

So we see how the heart may be buoyant. 
even when circumstances are adverse and 
fortune is unkind. Trouble and loss and care 
are no respecters of persons; the Christian can 
claim no exemption from the depression of 
dark hours or from the heartache which is 
inseparable from a serious view of life and 
the world. At the same time his spirit 
should be cheerful, his outlook hopeful, his 
soul joyful. Instead of dwelling in the shade 
he can stand in the light. The Bishop of 
London was asked if the poverty, the suffering 
and the wretchedness so prevalent in that 
great city did not overwhelm him with sad- 
ness and rob him of all joy and peace. In 
reply he admitted that at first all this made 
him miserable, but he began to look at the 
matter differently when he called to remem- 
brance the discipline of pain and the small 
amount of work which any one man can do 
to remedy the evils arising from others’ sin 
and wrong-doing. 
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. Brethren, we should not be blind to the 
sore problems of the world, nor manifest the 
heartless mirth which can be indifferent to 
the tears and wants of others. If we have the 
spirit of Christ in us we shall have somewhat 
of His compassion for the erring and the 
defeated. We shall feel something of the 
burden of human sin and distress; our joy 
will be chastened and subdued. There will be 
plaintive notes in its music. Yet with the 
sorrow there ought to be joy. With the 
sadder notes there should be chords of triumph 
and jubilation. For, after all, our grief does 
not bring sunshine or relief to any burdened 
spirit. By taking the world’s misery and 
sin into our hearts we should crush ourselves, 
mar our personal influence and accomplish no 
good result. 

It is better for us to enjoy the sun, to accept 
the full gladness of our high calling in Christ 
Jesus, to leave what is beyond our power to 
reach and remedy to Him Who is Almighty, 
All-wise and All-good. Circumstances may 
have their influence over us, but circumstances 
are not omnipotent. We can turn our 
thoughts away from things depressing and 
saddening and fix them on what is calculated 
to make us glad and hopeful. We can 
meditate on the love of God, the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Chirst, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit. We can think of all that 
Redemption means for us and for the world 
at large, without dwelling too much on 
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our own blunders, doubts and failures. We 
can rejoice in all that has already been 
achieved for the advancement of righteous- 
ness, and regard it as an earnest of 
greater triumphs in the future. 

If we contemplate the riches of grace; if we 
rightly understand the nature and purpose 
of the Cospel, its precepts and its promises, 
its duties and its delights; if we realize the 
constant presence of our God and Father ; 
if we open our minds to joyful thoughts and 
are able to rejoice in hope of the glory of God, 
our religion will not be the gloomy, pessimistic 
thing sometimes witnessed. On the contrary 
its complexion will be bright, radiant, sunny. 


“Daylight is ringing with song-birds and brooklets 
ate crooning by night, 
And why should I make a shadow where God makes 
all so bright ? 
Earth may be wicked and weary, yet cannot I help 
being glad ; 
There is sunshine without and within me, and how 
should I mope or be sad ? 
God would not flood me with blessings, meaning me 
only to pine 
Amid all the bounties and beauties He pours upon 
me and mine ; 
Therefore will I be grateful, and therefore will I 
rejoice ; 
My heart is singing within me; sing on, O heart, 
and rejoice.” 


God desires us to be glad and happy. ‘To 
be joyful is a duty for Christians as well as 
a privilege. If any of us fail in this, it behoves 
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us to consider whether we have real faith in or 
fellowship with Christ ; for we are filled with 
joy and peace in believing and abound in 
hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
There is something, no doubt, in temperament 
or natural disposition. Some are more 
sombre by nature than others, more intro- 
spective, more addicted to dark thoughts and 
depressing moods. Some are more disposed 
to melancholy and faintheartedness than 
others. But there is power in our Lord to 
modify our natural disposition and even to 
overcome natural tendency. Whatever 
diversities there may be in temperament 
or experience it is the duty of all to 
rejoice in the Lord. This would create a 
new atmosphere, and we should thereby put 
ourselves in a more favourable position for 
meeting and surmounting difficulties. 

“ Rejoice in the Lord alway ’”’: this should 
be the result of faith in Christ and of a correct 
apprehension of the believer’s present privi- 
leges and future prospects. When a man can 
say in sincerity: I know Whom I have 
believed ; I have the hope that is a sure and 
steadfast anchor; I am my Beloved’s and 
He is mine; I recognize the presence of God 
and the reality of His grace, and as a child of 
God I am a joint-heir with Jesus Christ—if 
he can say all this humbly and truly, he can 
give no hospitality to doubts, fears and gloomy 
forebodings. When something grievous be- 
falls him he need not luxuriate in sorrow; 
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amid the friction and monotony of daily life 
and daily pursuits he need not give way to 
despondency. Nor need he be constantly 
cross-questioning himself as to his spiritual 
condition. When he does examine himself, 
let it be to detect some lurking sin, some 
enfeebling habit, some hindrances to his 
spiritual life that in the grace of Christ He 
may cast them out and become more fully 
conformed to His example. But he should 
remember that faith and love and obedience 
ought to result in holy joy, abiding gladness, 
strength-giving tranquility. 

Devout gladness is a Christian duty. ‘‘ The 
laughter of the fool,”’ we are told, “ is like the 
crackling of thorns under a pot’”’; but the 
gladness of contentment, gratitude, hope is 
an abiding possession, a spring whose waters 
never fail. To rejoice in the Lord is not a 
heartless thing, nor is it evanescent. It is 
spiritual, pure, refined, lasting. It is also 
unselfish. It thinks of others. It is mindful 
of those who are heavy-laden and distressed. 
It sends portions to them for whom nothing 
is prepared, and tries to ameliorate the hard 
lot of those into whose lives there comes too 
little sunshine. It stimulates to practical 
kindness and seeks that others should share 
with it. That man is truly happy who not 
only has music in his own heart, but is also 
doing his utmost to make the hearts of his 
brothers and sisters sing for joy. 
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To rejoice in the Lord is a source of strength 
which should not be neglected. It is an in- 
spiration of energy to which we should 
constantly have recourse. In the nature of 
things cheerfulness is exhilarating, invigorat- 
ing; while sadness is depressing, weakening. 
‘‘ A merry heart,” wrote a wise man, ‘‘ doeth 
good like a medicine; but a broken spirit 
drieth the bones.’” That is healthy doctrine 
and is worthy of note. 

Now, Christianity is a religion of good news. 
It has brought us good tidings of great joy. 
The joy that is based on God’s favour and 
forgiveness increases one’s force of endeavour. 
It disposes to activity in every good work. 
Hence when the Psalmist prayed for the 
restoration of the joy of God’s salvation, he 
immediately added: ‘‘ Then will I teach 
transgressors Thy ways; and sinners shall be 
converted unto Thee.”’ 

We can find our best energy for service 
and patient endurance in the gladness which 
is poured into our hearts through the grace 
of the Lord. Such joy is a moral strength in 
itself; for it equips us not only for useful 
activities, but supports us under suffering and 
in trial. When Paul and Silas had been 
beaten and were cast into prison, with their 
feet made fast in the stocks, they prayed and 
sang praises unto God. Paul, afterwards 
addressing the elders of the Church, spoke of 


47 


his labours and sufferings and of the certainty 
of other afflictions awaiting him wherever he 
might go; but he added: ‘“‘ None of these 
things move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself, so that I might finish my course 
with joy.” Jesus Himself for the joy 
set before Him endured the Cross. Besides, 
we are told of some ‘who took joyfully the 
spoiling of their goods knowing in themselves 
that they had in Heaven a better and an 
enduring substance.’’Even the most sorrowful 
and afflicted may have the joy of the Lord, 
for its source is not in themselves, but in 
Him. When you fix your faith and hope on 
Christ and entrust yourself to His unerring 
wisdom for guidance, you can bear up under 
the ills that befall you, and thus greatly 
rejoice in the Lord. 

Remember, therefore, the stimulus of cheer- 
fulness, joy and hopefulness. Ifyou would be 
strong, you must be hopeful, and if you 
would be hopeful, you must master the 
secret of gladness in Christ. To be a mourn- 
ful, gloomy Christian is a mistake; it is an 
unlovely sight; it is hurtful to the cause of 
God and is altogether wrong. Get rid of the 
black demons of dejection and melancholy; 
become possessed of the glad heart, the 
buoyant spirit, the hopeful disposition, and 
you will thereby help others who are in quest 
ofthis. The late Mr. Spurgeon told of a letter 
he received from a man in which hestated that 
he came to the tabernacle, but as soon as he 
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entered he felt it could not be the House of 
God, because there were so many present, and 
strait is the gate, etc. ‘‘ When he looked 
at me he felt sure I was unsound in the faith, 
for I should not look so cheerful in the face, 
neither should I be so bulky in person, if I 
belonged to the true people of God. Worst 
of all when he looked round upon the congre- 
gation and saw their happy countenances he 
said to himself—‘ These people know nothing 
of the depravity of their hearts or the inward 
struggles of believers.’ " Then he informed me 
he wended his way to a very small chapel 
where he saw a minister who looked as if he 
had been in the furnace, and though there 
were only eight persons present they all looked 
so depressed that he felt quite at home.”’ 
Spurgeon did not at all feel envious, for he 
knew that the children of light prefer to 
rejoice in the Lord, for they find in Him and 
His joy their strength. 


THE CHARM FOR DISQUIET. 


“Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him.” 
PSALM XXXVIL., 7. 





The Charm for Disquiet. 


‘“‘ Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him.” 
PSALM XXXVII, 7. 


The Bible, as a German scholar remarked, 
was not written to furnish texts for preachers. 
This obvious truth has been forgotten some- 
times, with the result that words and sen- 
tences of Scripture are twisted and tortured 
in ways strange and ingenious in order to force 
out of them the doctrines and ideas to which 
the preacher is partial or find that which 
strengthens his cherished prejudices. Never- 
theless, the old custom of having a text is 
desirable as a reminder that the discourse 
should be suggested by some words of Holy 
Writ and should be in harmony with its 
general teaching. ; 

For the strength of preaching consists 
largely in the fact that we are ventilating no 
airy speculations and are propounding no 
curious conjectures, but are declaring the 
truth God has communicated to the world 
by divers portions and in divers manners by 
the prophets and last of all by His Son. 
Whatever the problems which may confront 
us in the present day, whatever the per- 
plexities which may gather around us, what- 


ever the seeming aimlessness of modern life, 
: E 
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we can surely find in the Old Book some 
illuminating word, some rest-giving message, 
some truth which will be very helpful, con- 
soling, inspiring. That this should be so is a 
thing to be expected by all who believe in the 
vitality, the permanent value, the inex- 
haustible meaning of the Bible. 

The age in which our lot has been cast has 
much that is good and hopeful, but it has also 
features which one cannot highly commend. 
One such feature is the haste, the impatience 
of delay so characteristic of the present day. 
The pulse of modern life beats with feverish 
throbs, and men grasp anxiously at speedy 
and visible results. When fierce competition, 
high pressure and forced processes are the 
order of the day it is little wonder if the 
lessons suggested by this text are to a large 
extent forgotten or misprized. Many have 
learned “ to labour,”’ but all of these have not 
mastered the additional lesson expressed in 
the words which follow—“ and to wait.” 

It is right, of course, to get rid of such 
ideas as lead to indolence and lazy ac- 
quiescence in whatever happens to be, but 
in doing so we should at the same time have 
that faith in God and in His gracious rule 
which will keep us from self-conceited im- 
petuosity and precipitancy. We can err by 
being content with meagre attainments and 
scanty results, saying : "the Lord reigneth ; 
all’s well with the world.”” We can also err 
by being impatient and irritable because 
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immediate results are not seen and the build- 
ing which has been started is not being com- 
pleted as soon as might have been expected. 
It is foolish to fall into either of these ex- 
tremes. God would have us work as well as 
wait, and wait as well as work—biding His 
timein patience. There are various directions 
in which silent faith, unrepining submission 
and calm waiting upon God will be found 
desirable and necessary. 
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The text has a message for all who con- 
template the inequalities and perplexities of 
life. Frequently we see anomalies which may 
become temptations to discontent, fretful- 
ness or doubt. The problem which agitated 
the minds of some in the Psalmist’s day is 
one about which intelligent people must have 
exercised their thoughts from the earliest 
times. The prosperity of the wicked, the 
success of the unscrupulous, the lavish 
favours fortune showers at times on the 
unprincipled, these are the things which 
disturb and puzzle the mind, more especially 
when we consider how little of outward good 
falls to the share of many of the God-fearing 
and faithful. 

As you observe this, you may conclude that 
it is a foolish thing and unprofitable to be 
conscientious and earnest about what is 
right. You may consider it more advan- 
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tageous to throw all scruples to the winds and 
at all hazards to reach the prizes earth can 
offer. You may cast envious eyes at the man 
of riches and power, and become so infatuated 
as to disregard all moral distinctions in grasp- 
ing at what he has attained. But this is 
what the Psalmist is careful to say you should 
not do, and there are obvious reasons why 
you should give a willing ear to his counsel. 

The prosperity which is divorced from 
righteousness is not lasting. It is like a 
pleasant and enchanting dream which must 
be followed by a rude awaking. If you look 
at life as a whole and not merely at some 
stages of it, then truth, justice and faithful- 
ness are the things which count. On the other 
hand the prosperity which sin may bring is 
doomed: it cannot endure; for that which is 
opposed to God’s will receives its due reward, 
meets with condign punishment. When, 
therefore, there is a glaring discrepancy 
between a man’s character and condition, 
when evil-doers succeed in their projects, be 
not distressed as though God were dethroned. 
Seek to do His will whatever may befall. 
“Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for 
Him”; steadfastly persevere through light 
and shadow to the end. 

Much may occur in the life of a rightous 
man that would seem to justify a querulous 
discontent. He may be misrepresented ; his 
good name may be besmirched ; his reputa- 
tion may be tarnished by the jealous and evil- 
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minded; he may pass under a cloud through 
no fault of his own, and men may speak 
censoriously of him as if he were a hypocrite 
or a charlatan. Every one knows how even 
in these days of enlightenment and toleration 
one may act from pure motives, may be quite 
disinterested in seeking some end, and yet he 
may be represented as dishonest or insincere 
or as eaten up by the love of self and popular 
applause. 

When such things happen to a Christian 
man he may do one of several things. He 
may be stoically indifferent ; he may treat the 
opinions and judgments of his fellows with 
contempt ; he may so steel himself that others 
may not observe how much he is wounded 
and pained. Or he may plunge wildly when 
assailed: he may give vent to his feelings of 
indignation in fierce language, scathing 
invective, sharp retaliation. Or he may 
utterly collapse by losing heart, abandoning 
hope of ever being judged impartially. But 
there is something better than the disdainful 
apathy of the Stoic or the bitter spleen of 
vindictiveness or the utter breakdown of 
faintheartedness. It is the faith in God 
which relies on His righteous administration 
and waits patiently for Him. This last may 
not be easy, but it will ultimately produce the 
best fruit. 

Though anomalies in life may abound, 
though little light may fall on the mysterious 
wotkings of Providence, though many dis- 
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couragements and troubles may arise which 
cannot be accounted for, my soul, wait thou 
still upon God, for my hope is in Him. My 
soul, be thou content to exercise patient, 
unflagging faith in God and bow in hushed 
submission to His will whatever may betide, 
for 


‘‘Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 
Builds on the rock that none can move.” 


The inequalities and the perplexities of life 
if met in the spirit of faith will help us to gain 
the crowning quality of endurance and give 
us a deeper insight into things Divine. 
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The text has a message for all whose minds 
are disturbed by the protracted struggle with 
sin. When the new life stirs in the soul, 
victory seems assured once for all. The new 
enthusiasm makes everything seem easy. 
The world and temptation seem all but 
trodden under foot. All difficulties seem to 
shrivel into insignificance. But time passes 
and things begin to wear a different aspect. 
Whether it is that the Christian life has lost 
somewhat of its freshness and ardour, or that 
there is less vigilance as to the approach of 
sin, or that there is less diligence in attending 
to the means of grace, temptations gather 
strength, and to be a Christian seems a more 
irksome thing than it was once supposed to 
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be. Then the result may be a partial relapse 

or a temporary back-sliding which will serve 
a useful purpose, if it reminds one that many 
dangers beset the Christian’s path and 
that the goal is not gained in a trice. 

There was a time, perhaps, when you did 
not quite understand those who spoke of the 
prolonged conflict with sin, but now you see 
the matter in a new light. It is a difficult 
thing, as you now know, to walk humbly with 
God, to live consistently before Him, to main- 
tain a calm and heavenly frame of mind 
amid the seeming blanks and dull monotonies 
of life. This every one should remember. 
If you do not, you may glide into the pre- 
sumption, the self-complacency, the spiritual 
elation which will surely mean a fall. 

When you see clearly that the temple of 
Christian character is not built in a day, when 
you realize how much is involved in the work 
you may be discouraged, you may be distressed 
by a sense of your own insufficiency. If, 
however, you trust in the Lord Who has 
begun in you a good work, you will be sus- 
tained and will at length reach the goal. 

Instead of being disappointed because the 
work of sanctification is a comparatively 
slow thing, a growth demanding time and 
careful culture, you will come to see how 
this is in harmony with all nature, and is the 
method by which God educates His children 
and transforms them into the image of His 
Son. By no lightning-like process are men 
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made perfectly holy or like Christ. There is 
no greater work on earth than that of develop- 
ing holy character, of producing life sweet, 
pure, brave, harmonious and beautiful. In 
the garden of the soul, even under diligent 
cultivation, some tares will be found twisting 
round the wheat. Your aim should be to 
get rid of them, to check their growth, to look 
for their decay in the ripening of the wheat. 
You should strive after perfection ; you should 
not enter into any truce with sin, and you 
should, in dependence upon Divine grace, 
‘“‘ press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Christians are sometimes impatient when 
notwithstanding earnestness and prayer they 
appear to be making little or no progress, 
and hindrances abound. Perhaps you have 
stood by the sea-shore and watched the in- 
flowing tide. For a little in the constant 
flux and reflux you supposed the retro- 
gression was equal to the advance. But in 
a short time you saw the onward march of the 
incoming waves, notwithstanding the retro- 
grade movement. So it is frequently in the 
Christian life. There may be many a 
fluctuation, many a backward motion ; there 
may appear to be no real advance; but if 
God’s Spirit is in the life, then unquestionably 
the tide of spirituality and holiness is flowing 
in quietly and steadily. 

‘‘And while the tired waves vainly breaking 
Seem here no painful inch to gain, 
Far back through creeks and inlets making 
Comes silent flooding in the main.” 
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We might deem it better if less faith and 
less patience were necessary in waging war 
with sin. We might deem it preferable if 
we were released from the fierce, arduous 
struggle and gained the goal at once, placed 
beyond the reach of all entidements to sin. 
But this is not God’s way. When the 
children of Israel were about to take posses- 
sion of the land of Canaan, God did not 
promise to drive out the inhabitants in one 
year. “ By little and little I will drive them 
out, until thou be increased and inherit the 
land.”’ Is not this His method of working 
for His people still? Therefore, if the slow- 
ness of progress is dispiriting to any of us, if 
we have besought the Lord that hindering 
circumstances might be removed and they 
continue as they were, we must wait patiently 
remembering that His grace is all-sufficient. 
There is a great depth of meaning in the 
following lines written by Christina Rosetti: 


‘‘*Tord, carry me.’ ‘Nay, but I grant thee 
strength 

To walk and work thy way to Heaven at length.’ 

‘Lord, lamtired.’ ‘He hath not much desired 

The goal who at the starting point is tired.’ 

‘Lord, dost Thou care?’ ‘Yes, for thy gain or 


Oss 
So much I cared it brought Me to the Cross!’ ”’ 
- We must exercise faith and patience if we 


would lay hold on the life that is life indeed 
and inherit the promises. 
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The text has a message for all who are 
distressed by the apparent poverty of resulis 
in thetr work for God. Parents are some 
times discouraged because their children do 
not evince the decision of character, the moral 
earnestness, the zeal for righteousness they 
would like to see in them. By prayer and 
exaniple they have striven to lead them in the 
right way, but some of their offspring have not 
been much profited thereby and have perhaps 
fallen into sin. What can the parents do? 
If they have been faithful and have ex- 
hausted every resource, they must wait 
patiently, they must encourage themselves 
in the Lord Who can lay His hand upon the 
erring and bring them back to Himself. 

Ministers of religion and Sunday School 
teachers are frequently discouraged because 
of the mixed success which at best attends 
their efforts. The truth is not always re- 
ceived into good and honest hearts. Much of 
it seems lost or is neutralised by the forces of 
evil. Yet we live in a time of great eccles- 
iastical activity. Organizations of one kind 
and another were never so numerous. Men 
and women are working with great earnest- 
ness for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom. 
And yet who can affirm that with all our 
.machinery, all our endeavouring, all our 
activity the results are entirely satisfactory ? 
No echo seems to follow the strokes of the 
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hammer of the Word of truth. No response is 
made to solemn appeals: they seem to re- 
bound like a ball hurled against a wall. 

There are those who feel this so acutely that 
they are often with Elijah under the juniper- 
tree. But in this matter it is easy to err. 
It is not for us to suppose that after we have 
done our utmost along the line of the Divine 
will and in dependence upon the grace of the 
Divine Spirit we have failed because we can- 
not see and handle the fruit. In this as in 
other things we must walk by faith. There 
may be much in our work when we look at it 
honestly to cause a sinking of the heart and 
shamefacedness before God, but let not this 
unnerve us. Let it lead us to a more implicit 
dependence upon God and to more enthusiastic 
effort in the work of His Kingdom. 

The nature of the work is such as to demand 
the exercise of patience; for long time may 
be necessary before the true result can even 
be approximately estimated by man. ‘Behold 
the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit 
and hath long patience for it until he receive 
the early and latter rain.’”’ I have read of 
Ignatius Loyola that in youth he was im- 
petuous and intolerant of that which required 
long time to mature, but later in life he learned 
to be patient of the tardy growth of great 
designs. Everything is not like gunpowder 
where the explosion follows the spark. in- 
stantaneously. 
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Devoted missionaries have laboured for 
years without knowing of a single convert. 

Robert and Mary Moffatt were obliged to 
wotk many years before they saw any fruit 
from their efforts. James Gilmour, of Mon- 
golia, laboured for twenty-one years with 
earnestness and devotedness in order to win 
for Christ those amongst whom he dwelt. 
One who knew his life said of him :—‘‘ He 
spared himself in nothing. He kept nothing 
back. All was laid upon the altar. It is a 
question even if S. Paul endured more for 
Christ than did James Gilmour.’”’ Neverthe- 
less, his avowed converts were comparatively 
few in number. 

Missionaries and other Christian workers 
sow the good seed and often see little fruit to 
cheer them in their toil, An age which 
craves immediate results is dissatisfied with 
this. It ignores the leavening process that 
may be going on in the mind and heart, a 
process which cannot be seen by the human 
eye. The most permanent results are not 
mushroom growths, but require time to show 
themselves. There are some things you may 
have in a few weeks, but if you want an oak 
or a beech you must exercise patience. 

The more enthusiastic men are, and the 
more anxiously they strain their eyes to see 
the coming of the Kingdom in greater power, 
the more disposed they are to grow impatient. 
But there must be some meaning in the com- 
paratively slow advance of Christ’s Kingdom 
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both at home and abroad. It is not for us to 
hasten more quickly than the Lord. It is 
for us to be silent before him and wait His 
leisure. This does not mean sluggishness on 
our part. While we seek to enjoy the rest 
of faith, let us abound in prayer and live 
within the circle of Christ’s influences. Let 
us put forth every effort within our limit, 
and God’s Spirit will work through us and 
make us useful. In a word, let us follow our 
great Model, Jesus Christ, Who was tried by 
disappointments and seeming failure, Who 
patiently endured the contradiction of sinners 
and ever rested in the Father’s will. May He 
impart unto us His Spirit. Amen. 





SORROW TURNED INTO JOY. 


“Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.’ 
ST. JOHN XX., 10 





Sorrow turned into Joy. 


‘Then the disciples went away again unto their 
own home.” 
St. JoHn, XX, ro. 


Much may happen in the course of a single 
day. Between morning and night a great 
change may take place in one’s thoughts and 
feelings. There are days which are memorable; 
there are days which are rich in experience 
and which cannot fail to have far-reaching 
consequences. What a day this was to those 
disciples who came and found an empty 
sepulchre! They had been following One 
Whom they loved, and concerning Whom 
they had entertained high hopes. They 
trusted He would redeem Israel. 

But their faith had been put to a severe 
test. Jesus had fallen into the hands of His 
enemies who crucified Him on Calvary, 
and that seemed to the disciples a terrible 
and irretrievable disaster. They had been 
thinking that He would claim the throne of 
His father David and reign in Jerusalem over 
an emancipated nation. But the crucifixion 
had dispelled their dream. In view of what 
had taken place they must not only have 
grieved for the loss of One so dear, but also 
have felt themselves the victims of a delusion. 

F 
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On the third day, however, Mary had 
brought tidings which startled them. In 
consequence of what they had heard they 
hurried wondering to the grave. They found 
it empty, but its condition was puzzling. If 
the body had been stolen, the thieves would 
have taken it away in its grave-clothes, but 
these were lying flat as though the body had 
evaporated, and the napkin which had been 
bound about His head, covering His face, was 
lying apart from the linen clothes where His 
head had rested, still retaining its fold. As 
Peter and John looked and pondered, the truth 
began to dawn upon them. Their Master 
had risen! This should have been no sur- 
prise to them. This they might have ex- 
pected apart from the evidence of the empty 
grave and the condition of the cerements. 
But the Evangelist makes the frank confession 
that “as yet they knew not the Scripture 
that He must rise again from the dead.” 
“Then the disciples went away again unto 
their own home.”’ 

It must have been with great joy that they 
returned. They would feel that all was not 
lost, that the hope awakened by the past few 
years of intercourse and companionship with 
Jesus was not baseless. Light was bréaking 
through the darkness; this new joy was 
putting their fears to flight; confidence was 
taking the place of despondency. The thought 
that Jesus had risen and triumphed over death 
must have revived their hopes and en- 
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couraged their hearts. They would, doubt- 
less, expect to meet with Him in some way 
and receive communications; they would talk 
to each other about all that had happened 
and would call to remembrance the words 
He had spoken, the instruction He had 
given, the counsel He had imparted. 

Brethren, belief in the Resurrection should 
mean much to us in our every-day life. We 
hear to-day about Jesus and His victory over 
death; we subscribe to the statement that 
He rose again from the dead the third day ; 
we think of the exaltation which followed the 
humiliation, and we return to our own homes. 
To-morrow we engage in the occupations 
amid which we spend the larger part of our 
time. What influence should our thoughts 
exert upon us? What effect should our 
creed have upon our daily life ? 


I. 


We should go back with hope and consola- 
tion in our hearts. Was it ever occurred to 
you to ask yourself why you come here in 
company with others from week to week? 
Is it not because that in some way you ack- 
nowledge Jesus Christ as One to Whom you 
owe homage and worship, and as One by 
Whose resurrection a new and living hope has 
come to the world? If your assembling 
together is not the merest formalism and 
conventionality it means that you are looking 
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to Christ as Saviour, that you do seek His 
grace, and that you have some desire, however 
faint or vague, to honour and follow him. 

To all who have accepted Christ, to all who 
ate His humble followers though conscious of 
much unworthiness, faintheartedness and un- 
faithfulness, His resurrection should be a 
cause of rejoicing. He “‘ was delivered for 
our offences and was raised again for our justi- 
fication.” He is now our sympathetic High 
Priest, our living, exalted Mediator and 
Intercessor. If this were not so, if death had 
triumphed over Him, would not life be dark 
and dreary and the outlook cheerless and 
hopeless ? 

The Apostle Paul put the fact of the risen 
Saviour in the forefront of his teaching. 
The explanation of his own change of attitude 
to the new religion was found in the fact of 
his having had a vision of Christ for himself. © 
Hitherto an uncompromising antagonist he 
now became a zealous advocate of the move- 
ment inaugurated by Christ. And he was 
fully sensible of how much depended upon the 
fact that Christ had burst the barriers of the 
grave. “If Christ be not risen then is our 
preaching vain and your faith is also vain. 
If Christ be not raised your faith is vain, ye 
are yet in your sins. Then they also which 
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. But 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first-fruits of them that slept.” 

By His resurrection Jesus proved that He 
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was the promised Deliverer, the long-expected 
Saviour; for if He had not been God would 
not have broken for Him the chains of death. 
It showed that the offering for sin He had 
made by His Cross was accepted by the Father 
as all-sufficient. His release from the grave 
was a demonstration that the work of re- 
demption was completed, that death as well 
as sin was aconqueredenemy. ‘This being so, 
all who are united to Him by faith see in 
Him the pledge, the assurance of their being 
delivered not only from the power of sin, 
but also from the dominion of the grave. 
This being so, it follows that all Christ’s 
words were true, that He was what He 
claimed to be; for although He was 
rejected by men, the Father had prepared 
for Him many crowns and a name that is 
above every name. 

Should you not then as one assured that 
He is alive for evermore go away to your 
home again with hope revived, faith 
strengthened and your heart comforted? In 
your daily life there may be much to 
burden and perplex: there may be fears, 
harassments, anxieties, nevertheless if you 
know Christ and the power of His resurrection 
you have no reason to be unduly dejected. 
In His strength you can meet the perplexities 
of the present and the contingencies of the 
future. He will be near to help and strengthen 
you ‘for the conflicts and the labours inci- 
dental to your lot. The trying and vex- 


72 


ing things must not be exaggerated, however 
much you may be tempted in this direction. 
For 


‘‘We are complaining creatures, little less 
Than all things are enough to make us happy ; 
And little more than nothing is enough 
To discontent us.” 


TE 


Belief in the Resurrection of Jesus should 
bring comfort to those who have had ex- 
pertence of sorrow and bereavement. ‘This is 
a world of sadness, separation and death. 
No experience is more universal than that of 
loss, disappointment and grief. Dear ones 
are called away ; those whom we had grappled 
to our souls with hooks of steel are snatched 
away from us. Sooner or later all pass 
psig the gate of death: this is the common 
ot. 

A beautiful story is told of Buddha and a 
poor woman who came to ask him if there 
was any medicine which would bring back 
to life her dead child. When he perceived 
her distress he spoke tenderly to her, and he 
told her there was one thing that might cure 
her son. He instructed her to bring him a 
handful of mustard-seed, common mustard- 
seed; but he charged her to bring it from 
some house where neither father nor mother, 
child nor servant had died. So the woman 
took her dead baby in her arms and went from 
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door to door asking for the mustard-seed, 
and gladly it was offered to her. But when 
she inquired whether anyone had died in that 
house, each one made the same sad answer: 
I have lost my husband; or I have lost my 
wife; or my parents are dead; or my child 
has passed away; or my servant has died. 
With a heavy heart the woman went back to 
Buddha and told him how she had failed to 
get the mustard-seed. Then this wise man 
showed her lovingly that she must learn not 
to think only of her own griefs, but should 
remember the sorrows of others, since all 
alike are sharers in bereavement and death. 

But we want something more than this. 
Loss, it is true, is common to the race, and 
sorrow comes to all indiscriminately. We 
may be fully convinced that this is the common 
lot and that it is useless to be impatient or 
to rebel against the inevitable. We need 
something to give comfort and hope, some- 
thing to make life tolerable even when things 
ate at the darkest. This we find in Him 
Who turned the shadow of death into the 
morning and Who has hallowed the grave by 
His rising from the tomb. He has given the 
valley of Achor—the place of trouble, 
humiliation, darkness and fear—for a door 
of hope. Death has become mellowed into a 
sleep, and we may now say of the valley of 
the shadow of death—‘ The glory of the 
Lord doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof.” 
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The reality of death has been familiar to 
men of every nation and of every age. 
Generations have come and gone even as the 
leaves appear for a little while and then 
wither away. Whatlies beyond? Men have 
guessed and conjectured in regard to the 
future and the unseen; but there is no sure 
and certain hope, there is no message of com- 
fort apart from the Gospelof Christ. It gives us 
a message appropriate to the questionings and 
yearnings of the human spirit. In presence of 
death’s ravages and desolations there is 
consolation in Christ. His blessed victory 
over death and the grave was won, not for 
Himself alone, but for aJl who attach them- 
selves to Him. Thus by His resurrection 
Christians are begotten again unto a living 
hope and an unfading inheritance. Their 
sorrow is not that of those who are destitute 
of hope. While sad thoughts arise in their 
breasts in the presence of what death has 
done, the Saviour is with them to breathe 
peace into their hearts and to give them the 
balm of consolation. 


“Thou art gone to the grave; but we will not 
deplore thee, 


Though sorrows and darkness encompass the 
tomb ; 


Thy ah has passed through its portals before 
thee, 


And the lamp of His love is thy Guide through 
the gloom.” 


75 
ATT: 


Belief in the Resurrection should constrain 
_ us to go away again resolved to read and 
think more earnestly of the words Christ has 
spoken. ‘Those disciples had heard Him say 
several things which they did not understand 
at the time they were uttered. More than 
once He had spoken to them about the rising 
from the dead during the time He was with 
them; but they were not prepared for this. 
Their minds were too full of their own ideas 
and prejudices about the nature of Christ 
and His Kingdom; and it was not till after- 
wards that the meaning of what the Master 
had said flashed upon them. Now they 
could recall His words, ponder their signifi- 
cance and marvel at their own dulness of 
spiritual perception. 

May we not also have heard the words of 
Christ without understanding or profiting by 
them as much as we ought? We need to 
read them again as a message from the living 
Christ, at the same time asking Him to open 
our understandings, to bring home His truth 
to our consciences and to make it pregnant 
with life and meaning. His words are 
“spirit and life’’; and if they are received 
into our hearts and hidden there, they will 
bring hope, comfort and inspiration. They 
will furnish us with needed guidance amid 
the cares and conflicts of life, and they will 
furnish consolation in dark and troublous 
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days. They speak to us of peace and joy 
here, and of blessedness and glory hereafter. | 
Have we given sufficient attention to all that 
Christ has said about the significance and 
responsibilities of life, the evil of unbelief and 
disobedience, the value of the soul, the 
tremendous issues at stake? Have we fully 
realized the need of union with Him by faith 
that we may have His grace to make us strong 
here and that we may share in His glory 
beyond? Our life needs to be one with His. 


‘‘ How shall we know? Not by the radiant altars 
Whose incense drowns the fainting lilies’ breath ; 
Not by the tide of praise that fails nor falters 
Through countless peans of victory over death ; 
Not by the sacred help of priestly praying, 
Not all that temples, shrines or symbols give. 
They only know whose hearts have heard Him 
saying— 
‘ My life is thine ; because I live ye live.’ ” 


IV. 


Belief in the Resurrection should constrain 
us to go away again thankful for all that we 
have been permitted to know of Christ, and 
desirous of showing our gratitude by obeying 
His Word and by following His example. 
Since He has been raised for our justification 
and ever lives to make intercession for us, 
surely this is a matter of profound thankful- 
ness to God and calls us to faith, hope and 
earnestness of life. We need to grasp the 
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truth more firmly and to apply it to ourselves 
as we engage in the varied activities of life. 
Here we have to do with a world of sense. 
We are prone to question the reality of the 
things we cannot see with our eyes and 
handle with our hands. Doubts come un- 
bidden into our minds. There is a strong 
temptation to become so engrossed with the 
concerns of the world, the distractions of 
business, or it may be with the problems and 
controversies of our time as to relax 
our grasp of the faith once delivered to the 
saints. 

We need to betake ourselves in thought to 
Christ and refresh our memories with the 
facts on which our hope is built, if haply we 
may catch somewhat of the joy, the freshness 
and spiritual energy of the early believers in, 
and witnesses to the Resurrection. ‘There is 
a question which should frequently occur to 
us, namely this: what should be the tone 
and the behaviour of those who believe that 
Jesus Christ died for them and rose again ? 
If we ask this, and refer our words and 
our acts to this belief, we would not so 
readily fall into sin, or so easily become 
worldly-minded and indifferent in regard to 
what is high and holy. 

The Christian is risen with Christ, and He 
should remember this in all his estimates of 
- the life that now is. He should reckon Him- 
‘self as dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. His 
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affections should be set on the things above, 
for these alone can satisfy the heart. Sin 
must not reign in his mortal body: on the 
contrary he is to master its sinful promptings 
in the power of a new life derived from the 
exalted Christ. He is joined to the Lord and 
has one spirit with Him. The Spirit of 
Christ, the Spirit of God dwells in him, in- 
fluencing, guiding, controlling him, bringing 
about a gradual and growing conformity to 
the mind of the Lord. 

Most of us fail to realize the resources that 
might be ours through the loving Saviour. 
What an energy would come into these lives 
of ours if our faith in Him Who is exalted 
to God's right hand were simpler and stronger, 
if we believingly grasped the promises, if 
our eyes were opened to see what is the 
exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward 
who believe according to the working of His 
mighty power which He wrought in Christ 
when He raised Him from the dead. Let us 
then seek a closer union with Him Whose 
grace turns weakness into strength and inspires 
the earnest soul to mount to higher levels of 
Christian character. May the Divine Spirit 
open our eyes to see Christ in all His precious- 
ness, grace and saving power, that we may be 
found in Him and that our life may be lived 
by faith in the Son of God Who loved us and 
gave Himself for us. Amen. 





CHANGE AND THE 
UNCHANGING. 


“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and fer ever.’ 
HEBREWS XIII., 8. (R.V-) 





Change and the Unchanging. 


““Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, 
yea and for ever.”’ 
HEBREWS XIII, 8. (R.V.). 


The present order of things is characterized 
by change. Generations of men come and 
go like the leaves of the trees. Systems of 
philosophy are carefully constructed, hold the 
field for a time and are afterwards discredited. 
All things are in a state of flux and mutation. 
Even the world of Nature which seems so 
stable is not exempt from change and up- 
heaval. This fact Tennyson put into beauti- 
ful language when he wrote :-— 


**There rolls the deep where grew the tree, 

O earth what changes hast thou seen ! 
There, where the long street roars, hath been 

The stillness of the central sea. 

The hills are shadows, and they flow 
From form to form, and nothing stands, 
They melt like mist, the solid lands, 

Like clouds they shape themselves and go.” 


So in the world of thought and experience 
we ate constantly meeting with the new, the 
unfamiliar. Sometimes we seem to reach a 
a point when everything is being shaken, when 
nothing appears to be firm and reliable. Old 
friends have vanished out of sight; old 
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customs have changed; old ideas fondly 
cherished have ceased to sway the minds of 
multitudes. The very foundations of religion 
itself would seem to be sapped. 

It was a crisis like this the Hebrew 
Christians were passing through when this 
Epistle was written. Their prominent leaders 
had been taken away from them. Some of 
them had died as martyrs with a halo of glory 
around the issue of their lives. The names 
of those witnesses for Christ were fresh 
in their memories, were embalmed in 
their hearts. But, though many had died 
whose end was blessed, leaving a blank in 
the life of the Church on earth, still those 
who remained need not grow discouraged and 
should not be moved away from the faith and 
hope of the Gospel. For the Saviour Who 
sustained the blessed dead undergoes no 
change. His saving power is not affected 
by the lapse of time or by the fluctuations of 
circumstances. The fact of the unchangeable- 
ness of Jesus Christ is the Christian’s source 
of strength and comfort in every generation 
and in every exigency. 


i 


LEADERS IN THOUGHT AND ACTIVITY DIS- 
APPEAR, BUT CHRIST LIVES ON AND REMAINS 
UNCHANGED. A Church can receive no 
greater gift than faithful shepherds and con- 
sistent leaders. When soundness in the faith 
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is combined with spiritual insight, unflinching 
integrity and scrupulous fidelity, these things 
make their possessors a valuable acquisition 
to the Christian community. But the time 
comes when the most useful and indefatigable 
servants of God must leave their work to 
others who come after them. 

The early Church had lost men of great 
influence and weight who had spoken to it the 
Word cf God. It would be well for the 
Hebrew Christians to review the career of 
those men, to consider in what their life 
issued at last, and specially in the light of the 
fact of an ever-abiding, unchanging Saviour. 
They must not forget that although their 
leaders have passed into silence, neverthe- 
less the force they exerted has not departed. 
They might have misgivings as to the future. 
It was only natural that they should; at the 
same time their minds should be reassured as 
they turn their attention to Jesus Christ Who 
is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and 
for ever. 

There are some amongst us, I suppose, 
who have a feeling that their lot has been 
cast in evil days and that the former 
times were better than these. They have 
read of great Reformers, zealous champions 
and propagators of the faith. They have 
read of sacrifices made, difficulties overcome, 
assailants of the truth overthrown. They 
have themselves known able men, safe guides, 
enthusiastic workers. In comparison with 
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that strenuous past, the present seems to them 
poor, tame, commonplace. What is there to 
remove despondency and quicken faith? 
The recipe which was prescribed for the 
Hebrew believers—the unchangeableness of 
Jesus Christ. 

He Who made the men of the past men of 
faith and power is not affected by the years as 
they pass, and His mighty energy is not 
lessened in the smallest degree. He Who 
was the Object of their faith, the Strength of 
their life, the Source of their influence, in 
Whose fellowship lay all their hope and glory 
may be to us what He was to them. There 
may be much to dispirit, much to cause 
searchings of heart, but there should be no 
nervous alarm as to the stability and per- 
manence of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. 

We may admire and revere those gone 
before who were the temporary organs 
through whom Christ made known His grace 
and truth, but we should not carry our 
veneration so far as to suppose that all hope 
and spiritual prosperity have been buried in 
their graves. The Saviour Whom they 
followed and by adhering to Whom they 
became strong remains with us still a ready 
Helper, an abiding Friend. 

New times bring fresh perplexities and 
create unlooked for dangers. To-day is not 
the same as yesterday, and to-morrow will 
be different from to-day. Present-day guides 
may be pronounced unsafe. All things may 
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appear to be out of joint. The outlook may 
be far from bright. Many may be in danger 
of being carried about with various winds of 
doctrine; but Jesus Christ abides. He is 
the Rock of Ages Who continues unalterably 
the same. Brethren, as long as you are 
anchored to Christ you need fear no changes, 
no losses, no blanks caused by the departure 
of the loved, the faithful, the venerated, for 
you can raise your thoughts to the Master 
exalted and glorified and find in His un- 
changeableness the confidence you long for 
and need. 


II. 


MANY THINGS CHANGE IN HUMAN EXPERI- 
ENCE; JESUS CHRIST LIVES ON WITHOUT 
CHANGE YESTERDAY AND TO-DAY, YEA 
AND FOR EVER. How vast is the differ- 
ence between Him and us in this res- 
pect! We are constantly changing, changing 
in outward appearance, in our opinions 
and feelings. The experience through which 
we pass, the estimates we form of men and 
things vary from time to time. One genera- 
tion also differs from another in its manner of 
life, its customs, ruling ideas and cherished 
projects. There is at least one thing about 
which we may be sure—that nothing here will 
continue the same in every detail. 

Hence, as we look forward to the future 
with its elements of uncertainty, our hearts 
might fail us, were we not assured that there is 
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One at the helm of affairs on Whom we can 
ever rely, One Who never fails those who 
place their confidence in Him. The man who 
knows the unchanging Christ can meet the 
future with all its possibilities in a calm frame 
of mind. In a serene spirit he can contem- 
plate the passing phenomena of the world ; 
at the same time the many things which vary 
and are easily shaken are fitted to lift his 
thoughts to that which cannot be moved. 
Why should he be unduly perplexed by the 
fluctuations and surprises of life when he has 
found rest in One Who never fails him and 
is ever the same in His faithfulness and love ? 

My brother, your yesterday may be entirely 
different from your to-day. ‘Ties of friend- 
ship may have been severed. Dear ones may 
have passed away. Old familiar faces may 
be no longer seen, and you seem to live in 
almost a new world, yet the Saviour you have 
trusted in continues your Companion, Guide 
and Friend. From earthly associates and 
friends you may have been severed, but no 
power, nothing in life or in death, nothing in 
the present or the future can separate you 
from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Again, some of you are possibly thinking 
that on some yesterday the Saviour was more 
precious to you, your grasp of His Gospel 
firmer, your vision of His love clearer. It 
seems as if you do not experience now the 
blessedness you knew when first you saw the 
Lord, as if there were not the same simplicity 
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of faith or the same ardour of devotion. Why 
should this be so? Why should the golden 
age of your experience be found in the past ? 
Why should your present not be as bright as 
the past or even brighter? The fault must 
lie in yourself. For Christ is as all-sufficient 
now as at any previous time. From Him you 
may draw as much grace and guidance, 
strength and purity, consolation and peace 
as you ever did. His grace is never ex- 
hausted; His sympathy never fails; His 
love is never inconstant. Accordingly, if 
you do not experience as great peace and as 
sweet fellowship as formerly, this is not to be 
attributed to any failure on His part or to 
any weakening of His arm. 

The fact of an unchanging, all-sufficient 
Saviour should deliver His followers from 
unnecessary alarm as to the future, while at 
the same time it gives dignity and beauty to 
the present. Most people are disposed to 
glorify the past at the expense of the present. 
Distance surrounds with a bright halo the 
events and experiences which have gone 
before. On the other hand, the future may 
so occupy the mind and engross the thoughts 
that the actual, living present is despised as 
of trivial moment. 

Why should the present be prosaic, in- 
significant, commonplace? At one time it 
may have been pictured as bright and hope- 
ful, and ere long it will form part of the 
eulogized past. The grand test of the power 
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of religion over a man is what it makes of him 
now, what it can do for him now, what help 
and inspiration it gives him in the present. 
It is a great reality to you when it brightens 
your ordinary labour and transforms the 
dull and the insignificant into things of 
interest and beauty. It is a great reality when 
you realize that the Saviour Who made your 
yesterdays full of brightness and hope is 
with you to-day, your never-failing and 
changeless Friend, ever ready to succour and 
cheer. 


III. 


THEORIES OF LIFE AND SYSTEMS OF THOUGHT 
CHANGE, BUT JESUS CHRIST IS EVER THE SAME. 
As the centuries pass, the thoughts of men 
alter on many subjects. Since Jesus spoke 
His words of eternal life and founded 
His Church, many theories of philosophy 
have been received for a time and afterwards 
have been rejected. We look back on many 
an ambitious theory, wondering how sensible 
men could entertain such ideas. And no 
doubt those who follow us will view with 
pretty much the same feelings some of the 
things so much lauded by the men of to-day. 


‘‘Our little systems have their day, 
They have their day and cease to be, 
They are but broken lights of Thee 

And Thou,O Lord, art more than they.” 
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Jesus Christ and His teaching do not cease 
to be. His words do not pass away: they 
live and abide through the ages. “ All 
flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as 
the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and 
the flower thereof fadeth away, but the Word 
of the Lord endureth for ever.” 

The Hebrews who read this letter lived in a 
period of much unrest and change. It was 
indeed a time of revolution. How would they 
feel when they saw the temple in ruins, 
Jerusalem destroyed, the nation scattered, 
the ancient institutions abolished? It might 
seem as if the very foundations were being 
shaken, as if everything sacred were being 
shattered. There was considerable risk that 
many might become unsettled in the faith or 
fail to hold fast their confidence steadfast 
unto the end. Hence they are reminded of 
Him Who is the sum and substance of the 
Christian faith, Jesus Christ Who is ever the 
same. 

We too are living in a time of considerable 
anxiety and theological unrest. Some men 
are talking as if Christianity were 7m extremis 
or at least a spent force. Many are bold 
enough to reject not a little that has been 
generally accepted and surely believed by 
our fathers. ‘The more extreme higher critics 
have been tearing the Bible to tatters, but 
several of their wild assertions have already 
been proved to be baseless. There is no need 
to get into a panic. 
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There may be dangers ahead, but was 
there ever an age that was entirely free from 
attack and peril? From the very beginning 
onslaughts have been made on the Christian 
religion. Anything that has ever crumbled 
down was no part of the edifice Christ erected ; 
while He Himself stands unmoved, the same 
yesterday and to-day. Some of the popular 
conceptions about religion may be doomed 
to perish. Erroneous views about the 
Bible and its interpretation cannot escape 
destruction. Of one thing we may be sure, 
that whatever falls, reverent investigation and 
sane, enlightened criticism will leave us not 
poorer but richer, will make our understand- 
ing of Christ not less clear, but more clear, 
will not lead us away from Christ, but will 
bring us nearer to Him. 

There never was a time, I suppose, when 
men were more desirous of knowing about 
Christ and what He really taught. His 
message is a theme which never loses its 
freshness or its charm. The noblest spirits, 
the purest minds still feel like Peter—‘ Lord, 
to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words 
of eternal life.’’ His Gospel is always appro- 
priate to the conditions of human nature and 
to the necessities of human life. He speaks 
the Word which gives comfort in sorrow and 
hope in death. When all other helpers fail 
He abides, and He is always near, always 
available, always the same unchanging Friend. 
So we say to Him and of Him :— 

“Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood 
Thou savest those that on Thee call.” 


gI 
IV. 


THE FUTURE IS UNKNOWN, BUT JESUS CHRIST 
ABIDES THE SAME FOR EVER: therefore the 
Christian’s life should be full of holy con- 
fidence and hope. We cannot shut out from 
our minds the thought of what yet remains for 
us to experience. I may be disposed to say: 
“Well, Christ has been precious to me 
hitherto; He has been my Helper, His Cross 
has been my glory, His death and resurrection 
my hope, His promise the stay of my soul. 
But I am not confident as to the future; 
I am not sure that I shall retain my grasp of 
His protecting hand.”’ But let me not forget 
the encouraging statement of my text. Jesus 
Christ is ever the same to-day and to-morrow 
and throughout my earthly journey, the same 
until I reach the dark river, the same until I 
have crossed to the other side, the same 
throughout the endless ages of eternity ! 


**T steadier step when I recall 
That if I slip Thou dost not fall.” 


We may learn much from the faithful who 
have preceded us. We may gain inspiration 
from the biographies of good and devoted 
men; we may learn lessons of guidance and 
instruction from departed teachers. It is a 
great cloud of witnesses by whom we are 
surrounded; and as long as we look unto 
Jesus we shall run with patience the race set 
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before us. He Who strengthened martyrs 
and confessors and gave them steadfast 
endurance is able to keep every trusting 
follower of His from falling. 

We may stand as near the life-bestowing 
Christ as did the men of the Apostolic or any 
succeeding age. He is ever the same in His 
faithfulness and grace, in His tenderness and 
mercy. Blessed are they who fear not the future 
because they are resting on One Who never 
fails and is worthy of everyone’s confidence 
and love. The Christ of yesterday lives to- 
day and will abide for ever in the energy of 
His saving truth and in the might of His 
grace. 

Leaders of thought and activity may dis- 
appear. Friends near and dear may be 
snatched away by the cold hand of death. 
Much may occur in our experience to depress 
and sadden. Many problems may remain 
unsolved; many mysteries may remain un- 
explained; many hindrances may continue 
unremoved; but if you are abiding in the 
Saviour you need not fear. 


‘** Peace, perfect peace, our future all unknown ! 
Jesus we know and He is on the Throne.” 


You may be steadfast and hopeful, awaiting 
the coming days with child-like faith, hearing 
Him say :— 

‘*Lean hard on Me, My strength can never fail, 
And girded with My strength thou must prevail ; 
Walk joyfully amid the mysteries of each day 
Being assured My love doth point the way.” 


TWO VIEWS OF LIFE. 


“And behold all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there 
was no profit under the sun.” 
ECCLESIASTES IT., 11. 


“the life which is life indeed.” 
1 TimotHy VI. 19 (R.V.) 


“He that hath the Son hath the life.” 
i John V., 12 (R.V.) 











Two Views of Life. 


*““And behold all was vanity and vexation of 
spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.” 
ECCLESIASTES II., 11. 


“the life which is life indeed.” 
I TrmotHy VI., 19 (R.V. 


**He that hath the Son hath the life.” 
I JoHN V., 12 (R.V.) 


We are the heirs of all the ages. For our 
guidance we have the accummulated ex- 
perience, the garnered wisdom of the past. 
We have the recorded experience of those who 
failed and blundered in life as well as that of 
those who kept the straight path and were as 
the shining light which shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day. It is wise to learn from 
the past. In Science and literature we make 
use of the investigation and research of those 
who have preceeded us, and where they left 
off becomes our starting-point. 

In like manner, all who are desirous of 
forming accurate views of life should draw 
from the experience of the wisest, the most 
thoughtful, the most far-seeing who have gone 
before. It is a melancholy thing to set out 
with erroneous conceptions of the world and 
human life, mistaking meteors for. stars, 
taking deceptive dreams for hard realities. 
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No sensible person should have any doubt as 
to what is illusory and what is real. If you 
take a general view of the world of humanity 
onthe one hand without God and on the other 
with God you can have no difficulty in decid- 
ing as to which of these brings real satisfaction 
and true life. In the latter case you 
will find yourself in the company of Jesus, 
Paul and all those who believed in the spiritual 
world, in the spiritual nature of man and the 
high destiny of the human soul. 


x: 


Let us look for a little at LIFE AS A FAILURE 
The greater part of Ecclesiastes is usually 
regarded as the tragic experience of a man who 
tried life apart from God; and he tells us 
what he found. He had every advantage 
prized by the sons of men. There was in his 
hand abundance of wealth. He went to see 
foreign courts. On his return he surrounded 
himself with the luxury and pomp he had seen 
on his travels, but still he was not satisfied. 

Then he gave himself to Jiterature and 
philosophy. He busied himself with the 
books and problems of the schools that he 
might find enjoyment and rest. But it was 
in vain. Then he made trial of works of 
philanthropy and charity. He acted the 
part of the benevolent, generous man; but 
all was wumnavailing. No better fortune 
followed him when he settled down in a home 
of his own and had experience of what 
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domestic happiness could do for him. The old 
sad refrain came to his lips: ‘ Vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity.”” Wesee from him how 
all these things, intellectual pursuits, home 
joys, revelry and pleasure of every kind 
secured not the satisfaction of soul for which 
he so strenuously sought. 

The whole matter is a_ striking com- 
mentary on the fact that life divorced 
from God and the keeping of His Command- 
ments is wasted and fruitless, and therefore 
disappointing. I do not deny that there are 
things in life which, even without God, are 
attractive and pleasant for a time. The 
young especially with abundance of health 
and vigour and means of enjoyment find a 
wonderful exhilaration in the present. There 
are so many beautiful things to see, there is 
such delightful company to enjoy, there is 
so much in their circle that is agreeable and 
captivating that they have a satisfaction in 
the bare fact of living without any thought of 
their responsibility or of the deep problems 
which exercise older and more serious-minded 
people. It is just possible that there are 
some amongst us who find in their business, 
their friends, or their favourite modes of 
relaxation all they seem to need, even though 
they are not decided Christians. 

But still the question returns: Is there 
anything of earth’s resources or activities 
which, apart from God, can permanently 
satisfy? In the better moments of the 
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worldling his thoughts remind him that he 
has failed, has missed the mark, and that 
there is something better which he has not 
attained. For self is the centre of his life, 
and that spoils all. Sooner or later dis- 
appointment and disenchantment will follow. 
When selfish considerations are first with a 
man, when he recognises no higher claims 
resting upon him, he will require a great 
variety of enjoyment and a continuous run of 
good health. We shall see him smitten with 
the rage for excitement, seeking for new 
forms of pleasure, hunting for a new sensation 
to sharpen the jaded appetite. But, however 
intense his passion for fresh amusement and 
enjoyment may be, he at length discovers 
the truth taught by Ecclesiastes. 

By making self and self-enjoyment the 
centre of life, failure and disappointment 
must ensue. Our earthly existence cannot 
with safety or advantage revolve round self. 
Even if we do not seek our pleasure in sinful 
delights and carnal indulgence, even if we 
limit ourselves to things comparatively 
innocent, yet leaving God out of account, 
never thinking of the Unseen, never grasping 
the grace that comes from on high, defeat 
will fall to our lot; life and its problems will 
be a baffling mystery, an intolerable weari- 
ness. 

On his twenty-seventh birthday a gifted 
but unhappy poet wrote lines which are 
singularly sad. Byron had tried life in all 
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its phases. Materials of enjoyment were to 
his hand in great abundance. Let our young 
people listen to and think of these words 
written by one just twenty seven—words 
which give the poet’s opinion of his own life 
as he found it. 


“Though wit may flash from fluent lips and mirth 
distract the breast, 
Through midnight hours that yield no more their 
former hope of rest : 
Tis but as ivied leaves around the ruined turret- 
wreath— 
All green and wildly fresh without, but worn and 
grey beneath. ; 
Ob Ae a I feel as I have felt or be what I have 
een, 
Or weep as I once have wept o’er many a vanish’d 
scene. 
As springs in deserts found seem sweet, all brackish 
though they be, 
So midst the withered waste of life, those tears 
would flow to me!” — 


Take note of the WITHERED WASTE OF LIFE in 
one only twenty-seven! But even thoughthere 
should be no reckless dissipation and no desire 
to rush into sensual indulgence and we give 
ourselves to nobler ambitions such as in- 
tellectual studies and pleasures, there is 
nothing in the latter more than in the former 
to satisfy the aspirations and needs of the 
spiritual nature. It is right for the young to 
make the most of their opportunities, to 
cultivate their faculties, to acquire knowledge 
and influence, to make money if they can do 
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so in an honourable way. But it matters not 
what the end you set before yourself may be, 
if you leave God out of account, the result 
is disappointment, disillusion, regret. This 
is the lesson which should be impressed on the 
minds of the young and inexperienced. Ina 
mammon-loving, pleasure-chasing age, they 
need to hear ringing in their ears the solemn 
words of Jesus: “‘ For what doth it profit a 
man to gain the whole world and forfeit his 
life? For what should a man give in ex- 
change for his life?’ (R.V.) 


II. 


Let us now look at life, not as a failure but 
AS ASUCCESS. In what does true life consist ? 
It consists not in the acquisition of wealth or 
fame or power, but in the knowledge of God 
through His Son, Jesus Christ. It consists 
not in what a man HAS but in what a man Is. 
In other words, it is a matter of character 
and not of outward conditions. Those who 
believe in God as the Giver of their being 
and in the redeeming self-sacrificing love of 
God, the outcome of which was the Incarna- 
tion and death of Jesus to redeem them from 
all iniquity, see it as a self-evident truth that 
they must find their true blessedness and life 
in God; they recognize the fact that they are 
too great to find it in anything less. 

As many as receive Jesus to them the right 
is given to become the sons of God. As many 
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as come to Him and learn of Him find rest 
unto their souls. And this is not an illusion 
as some stippose. Do you wish to find men 
and women content, cheerful, courageous, 
hopeful, you will discover them among the 
followers of Jesus. They are not asking the 
question: Is life worth living? Or this: 
Were it not better not to be? They know 
that life is wel! worth living when the Lord 
Jesus is init. They have experience of much 
good already, and they hope for more in time 
to come, 

Those who have made the surrender the 
Saviour asks have a quiet conscience, a rest- 
ful spirit, a bright outlook. From all anxiety 
in regard to their relation to God they are 
delivered. His trusting, submissive children 
are they, and although there may be much to 
hinder and perplex, theirs is a cheering 
and sustaining hope. They may have many 
a struggle with sin, many an encounter with 
oft-recurring temptation, many a battle with 
the uprisings of self; but their strength 
comes from the Lord. Living near to Him 
they will at length gain the victory over the 
forces arrayed against them and be more than 
conquerors. From day to day they will have 
some evidence that the Lord is with them, 
leading them in the right way, making their 
life glad, rich and fruitful. 

In living along the line of the Divine will, 
there is no need to separate oneself from 
earthly activities and ordinary human 


— 


102 


interests. The true life, though not of the 
world, is spent in the world. The powers and 
faculties the Lord has given us are to be 
exercised among the men and things of earth 
for Him. Let every one put forth his energies 
in the line of his particular calling, doing his 
work as unto the Lord and using it for 
highest ends. And while diligent in 
ordinary matters be fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord. When you are in union with 
Christ and your conduct is modelled accord- 
ing to His example, your life becomes in- 
vested with a heavenly radiance and glory ; 
a bright vista of possibilities opens up before 
you. By means of your daily work and 
the varied dispensations of Providence your 
life is being educated into completeness, while 
through the mists and shadows you may 
catch glimpses of the glory that is to be. 
“The bird sits singing on her nest 
And chants aloud 


Her trust in God, and so is blest 
*Neath darkest cloud. 


The heart that trusts for ever sings 
Christ’s sunshine lights as on its wings, 
A will of joy within it springs 

Come good or ill.” 


Life as a success does not mean that there 
is nothing dark or trying init. A ray of sun- 
shine, however, comes through the darkness. 
Many things must be utterly unintelligible to 
those who reject the love of God in Christ. 
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The world is a chaos to them. Life is a tale 
without meaning or purpose. Men are but 
the sport of chance circumstances or the play- 
thing of a ruthless destiny. In such a 
thought there is nothing grand or noble or 
sustaining. But when we believe in God as 
our Father Who has gracious purposes con- 
cerning us we know that the crosses and 
afflictions which befal us have a significance, 
are meant to wean us from sin’s lures and 
attach us more closely to the things which 
are eternal. Thus the events which seem to 
be evil are meant for good. Trialin the hands 
of a wise and loving Father comes with some 
blessed object; there is some gracious pur- 
pose in it. In dark days, therefore, we 
should not be cast down. We should be 
calm when we recognize our Father’s hand 
and are persuaded of the love from which no 
power and no happening can sever us. 

None of us can expect exemption from the 
sorrows and disappointments incident to 
humanity; but such things when they do 
occur affect not the peace of the heart which 
rests on Christ. The storms which sweep the 
ocean ate unpleasant and cause considerable 
agitation on the surface, but they do not 
touch the deep calm beneath. Is it not thus 
with the tempests which come in the Christian 
life? However much they may ruffle the 
surface they do not disturb the central peace 
of the life that is founded on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The blasts of adversity, the storms 
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of trial may blow, but His grace is all- 
sufficient. So the Apostle Paul found in his 
experience. Though troubled on every side 
he was not distressed; though perplexed he 
was not in despair; though persecuted he 
was not forsaken; though cast down he was 
not destroyed. ‘This is what the life in Christ 
had done for him, and it stood the test of the 
final conflict. Looking forward to that 
supreme and solemn hour he wrote these 
triumphant words: ‘‘I am now ready to be 
offered and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto them also that love His 
appearing.”” Thus he was anticipating a 
grander, fuller life within the veil. 

All who like him have their souls 
anchored to Christ have the same glorious 
and inspiring hope. Those who share in 
Christ’s life here will share in His glory here- 
after. Rowland Hill, we are told, was very 
fond in his closing days of repeating these 
lines :— 

‘** And when I’m to die 
Receive me I'll cry, 
For Jesus hath loved me, 
I cannot tell why. 
But this I do find 
We two are so joined 
That He’ll not be in glory, 
And leave me behind.” 
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May I assume that everyone here is so 
joined to Christ? Or may it be that there are 
some who need to be exhorted to lay hold on 
the life that is life indeed? Let no one rest 
content with life on the lower level, neglecting 
the prize which the Gospel offers and failing 
to lay up a good foundation against the time 
to come. It would be more than worth our 
coming together here if even ONE made this 
great decision and said: ‘‘I will accept Christ 
as mySaviour and Leader; Iwill take His yoke 
upon me, I will build my hope on Him, and 
will use whatever influence I have on the side 
of righteousness and truth.’’ What a glorious 
crisis that would be for such an one! How 
replete such a decision would be with un- 
quenchable hope, a hope which grows brighter 
as the darkness of earth deepens. 

Let us, then, give earnest heed to these 
things and prize the religion which satisfies 
the soul, stands the wear and tear of life, 
and irradiates every dark valley. Let us 
abide in Him with Whom are the words of 
eternal life, the strong Son of God, saying to 
Him: 

“Thou seemest human and divine, 
The highest, holiest manhood Thou : 


Our wills are ours we know not how, 
Our wills are ours to make them Thine.” 





THE FERTILIZING POWER OF 
GOD'S GRACE. 


“T will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, 
and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread 
and his beauty shall be as the olive-tree, and his smell as 
Lebanon.” 

HosEA XIV., 5. 
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The Fertilizing Power of God's 
Grace. 


‘“‘T will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow 
as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 
His branches shall spread and his beauty shall be as 
the olive-tree, and his smell as Lebanon.” 

HosEa XIV., 5. 


The sins of the people had made Hosea 
almost despair of their future.; neverthe- 
less, he lost not hope. The light has been 
struggling through the darkness and now 
toward the close the sun chases away the 
clouds altogether. The concluding passage, 
which takes the form of a colloquy between 
repentant Israel and the Lord, is a very 
beautiful one. — 
__ Hosea was an early prophet of the fact that | 
the God of holiness is a God of love. He was 
pre-eminently the messenger of penitence 
and pardoning mercy. He called upon the 

eople in words of great tenderness and 
intense earnestness to turn and come back 
again to the Lord. He exhorted them to 
abandon all hope in Assyria or in Egypt or in 
idols and to plead for pardon from Him in 
Whom the fatherless find mercy. If they 


IIo 


will only renounce their sins and return unto 
Him, Whois worthy of their trust He will take 
away theiriniquity, He will accept their thanks- 
giving and vows of obedience. He will heal 
the damage their back-sliding has inflicted 
upon them and will love them freely, spon- 
_ taneously...“ I will be as the dew unto 
Israel,”’ &c. 

Without troubling about the original refer- 
ence in these words, I find here the symbols 
of what God is able and willing to do for those 
who come back to Him with penitent hearts 
and submit themselves to His gracious, 
renewing influences. They will become fruit- 
ful, beautiful, strong through the life- 
imparting energy of God’s Spirit. 
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First, we find here the source of fruitful- 
ness, the secret of beauty, growth, and 
strength. ‘I will be as the dew”’ or rather 
the night-mist ‘‘ unto Israel.” This dew or 
mist is so copious in Palestine that it supplies 
to some extent the absence of rain. It is of 
great importance to the agriculturist. In 
several passages of Scripture it is coupled in 
the Divine blessing with rain, or is mentioned 
as a chief source of fertility; and its with- 
, drawal is attributed to a curse. 

“ This promise of the dew comes very 
appropriately after the words: ‘I will heal 
their backsliding, I will love them freely.” 
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The injurious effects of the Sirocco are often 
felt in Palestine during the rainless season. 
In the fierce heat and scorching wind the 
feebler growths droop and would be utterly 
parched were it not for a beautiful provision 
of Nature. “Masses of vapour are brought by 
the damp, westerly winds of Summer, and 
these are condensed by the cold when evening 
falls, and cover the land with a moisture 
which refreshes the drooping vegetation and 
preserves many a tiny flower. 

It is that moistening mist which is here 
used as being an appropriate emblem of the 
sweet, silent, refreshing, life-giving influences 
which God will bestow on those who return to 
Him with contrite hearts. It is well to get 
- the picture vividly presented to one’s mind. 
Think of the burning, devouring heat of that 
fierce Eastern sunshine when the tender 
growths would wither and be consumed by 
the sunbeams. If they were not helped by 
this refreshing and healing moisture they 
would quickly wither and die. This is the 
picture before us. 

We need the dew of heaven to prevent 
these lives of ours from being scorched by 
the injurious influences to which they are 
constantly exposed. All that is best in us 
droops and fades. We grow weary and ex- 
hausted, and we need the quickening, refresh- 
ing influences of God’s grace to renew and 
strengthen us. Just as the dew refreshes the 
hot, tired earth, restores its fading beauty 
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and calls forth its fruitfulness, so God in His 
mercy promises that He will deal with His 
erring children if they return to Him with 
penitent hearts. 

He will moisten and refresh the inward life 
so that it will maintain itself amid the adverse 
influences which assail it. He will keep it 
fresh and vigorous so that it will not be 
parched and withered by the fiery sunshine. 
God gives the blessed influences of His Spirit 
to those who confess their sins and abandon 
all false refuges. He is as the dew which 
gives life and freshness and fruitfulness. 
But the conditions must be complied with. 
Begin with confession and repentance. Realize 
that sin is your direct enemy; resolve to 
turn away from it; accept the pardon which 
is freely offered, and God will fulfil His 
promise. 

The silent influences of His grace will come 
streaming down upon you. The inward man 
will be renewed day by day. ‘The spiritual 
life He has given will be kept from drooping 
and decay. The communications of His grace 
arenonetheless real because they come without 
noise and observation. How silently that East- 
ern night-mist or our Western dew descends! 
Nothing could be quieter, nothing more noise- 
less. We wake in the morning and find the 
grass and flowers jewelled with dew. In 
doing its gracious work it makes no stir. It 
is as silent as it is mighty. And thus quietly 
God performs in men His wonders of regenera- 
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tion and renewal. His presence is not seen 
by the outside world at all: but those who 
are the objects of His renewing grace perceive 
and understand, praise and adore. 

There is a sweet and touching Scottish song 
which tells us that ‘‘ilka blade o’ grass keps 
its ain drap o’ dew.” Each blades receives 
its own coolness and quickening and refresh- 
ing. And you, friend, may be assured that 
God will not forget you in the vast and 
thronging crowd or omit you from His 
benediction. He is not careless of the single 
life. Believing child of God, 


“Thou art as much His care as if beside 
Nor man nor angel lived in heaven or earth.” 


The showers of His rich blessing descend upon 
thee as if thou wert his only child. 

It is the living plant which receives the 
dew, and so it is the soul which is alive unto 
God that is fitted for catching the sweetness 
and the freshness of His grace. If anyone is 
dry, like Gideon’s fleece when it is wet all 
around, it is because he is far from God in 
heart and has not renounced the sins which 
stand between him and the gift. Come near 
to Him in faith and repentance, realizing the 
freeness and preciousness of His love, and you 
will be enriched with the dew of His blessing. 

‘‘Come as the Dew, and sweetly bless 
This consecrated hour ; 
May barrenness rejoice to own 
Thy fertilizing power,” 
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Secondly, we find here three of the principal 
elements of an ideal character set forth; and 
the first of these is beauty. He who enjoys 
the dew of Divine grace shall grow as the 
lily. I need not delay you with the views of 
travellers and commentators as to the special 
plant here meant. It matters little what 
particular species of lily or special flower is 
referred to. It was evidently something 
beautiful, and that grew in great abundance, 
He shall grow or blossom as the lily. Pliny. 
in his Natural History, affirmed that nothing 
is more productive than the lily, as it often 
sends forth fifty bulbs. At all events, the 
idea here is beauty and profusion. 

When God is as the dew unto His people, 
when they receive in large measure the gifts 
of His grace, beauty of character is expected 
from them. The abiding beauty is goodness. 
Christian character is much better than 
physical attractions. The real beauty is 
goodness, that beauty which blossoms in 
flowers of righteousness. This is the comeli- 
ness possessed by those who live near their 
Lord and receive the communications of His 
grace. 

Some of us have known humble folk shut 
out from the refining influences of education 
and culture, and yet by living near to their 
Saviour and allowing His truth to shape their 
character they became invested with the 
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beauty of the Lord. I once knew a man who 
had little education to begin with owing to 
circumstances over which he had no control, 
but through constant reading of the Bible 
and by daily communion with God he became 
possessed of a character and an intelligence 
and even arefinementto whichsome University 
men have not attained. Such an one has in’ 
his life whatsoever things are lovely and of 
good report as well as whatsoever things are 
true and honourable, just and pure. 

But there are good people met with occa- 
sionally who are not very attractive, in whom 
there is something unlovely or even repellent. 
There are those who are sincerely religious, 
but their piety is largely spoiled by some 
unattractive characteristic, some disfiguring 
infirmity or some uncouth practice. Thus, 
notwithstanding their goodness, an un- 
favourable impression is made and uncompli- 
mentary comments are provoked. Why should 
Christians be sour-faced, harsh in their 
manner, gloomy and disagreeable? This does 
not recommend religion to others; it may 
even hinder some from making trial? of it. 
For they may say: well, if that is all 
Christianity does for men, I will have nothing 
to do with it. 

Well-meaning people, because of morose- 
ness, censoriousness, or bad temper, are not 
attractive; but that is not because they are 
so good. It is because they are not better. 
The word grace has a two-fold meaning: it 
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is God’s gift to man, and it is also beauty to 
those who receive it; and this second mean- 
ing should not be forgotten any more than 
the first. Egotism, pride, churlishness, 
obstinacy, selfishness disfigure very much 
anyone’s religion, and its value is discounted 
heavily by those who are taking notice of it. 

There are some who do not read the Bible, 
but they are reading the men and women who 
profess to have their character moulded by its 
teachings. They take their notions of 
Christianity from the Church members they 
come into contact with in business or other 
relations, and too often it is a distorted con- 
ception. For, generally speaking, there is 
but little effort made to adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things; in some cases 
it is not even practised. If goodness were 
more winsome, if Christians were manifestly 
the epistles of Christ, what an impression 
would be made on those who are outside ! 

On the top of the pillars in the porch of the 
Temple there was lily work. Without this, 
those pillars would have been rugged and un- 
graceful. Now, there are some who have the 
more robust qualities, but they are deficient 
in the lily work. In other words, they are 
destitute of the minor graces and refinements. 
What they need is more grace to make them 
amiable, attractive, lovable. As a lily among 
thorns, so should the Christian be among 
those who spurn Christ’s grace and serve Him 
not. 
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Another element of an ideal character is 
strength. The lily is beautiful, but fragile. 
To-day it blooms and to-morrow it may be 
thrown aside. But the beauty with which 
the Spirit of God shapes and colours the soul 
is an abiding beauty. ‘“‘ He shall grow as the 
lily and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.” 
This mountain throws its spell of power across 
Galilee and a large part of Palestine. 
“Tebanon,” says G. A. Smith, “is every- 
where the summit of the land, and there are 
points from which it is as dominant as 
heaven.”’ 

But while we may take the prophet as 
meaning this great range of mountains, in 
which case the roots would be the hills which 
lie all around, still I think it is more likely the 
reference is to the cedars of Lebanon which 
are certainly a fit image of stability. These 
are the goodly cedars of the 80th Psalm, 
“‘ the cedars of God,’’ as the Revised Version 
has it. What an appropriate emblem of 
strength and stability ! 

The lily, though beautiful, has a feeble 
stem, and its roots do not go far down. And 
so it is necessary to take along with that 
figure this other one of the powerful cedar 
under whose shade a hundred generations of 
men rejoice. Its roots go deep into the soil, 
while from its great trunk spread huge 
branches of green foliage. There it stands 
from year to year, from generation to genera- 
tion, firm and unmoved, heedless of wind and 
tempest. 
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Strength is an indispensable element in 
Christian character. To the beauty of the 
lily must be added the stability, the resisting 
power of the cedar. In this world of conflict 
and temptation feebleness is speedily over- 
come. If we are not able to say “‘ No!” 
because of the fear of God, if we are not 
prepared to resist the weakness of our own 
flesh and to fight against the allurements to 
sin found all around us then our character 
must be defective. Young people going out 
into the world need the cedar’s strength. An 
effeminate type of piety, convictions ill 
rooted, a merely superficial spiritual culture 
will not stand the stress of severe temptation. 
In most places the downward pull of sin and 
worldliness is great. 

The only way to be strong is to stand fast 
in the Lord and in the power of His grace. 
In clinging to Him there is strength. To 
your faith in Him add courage. Then with 
Him as your pattern and strong in His might, 
you will be able to resist temptation and to 
persevere in the path of righteousness. To 
the beauty of the fragile lily will be added 
the strength of the stable cedar. Open your 
heart to the influences of His grace and you 
will yet cast forth your roots as Lebanon. 

There is still another element of an ideal 
character, namely, fruitfulness—the outcome 
of beauty and strength. With the later 
prophets the olive tree is the symbol of what 
is fair, luxuriant and vigorous. But the 
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thing about this tree that is most comely and 
most appreciated is its fruit, and that fruit 
produces the oil which soothes, sustains and 
gives light. 

“His beauty shall be as the olive tree.’’ 
The promise is that those who have experience 
of the dew of God’s grace will be fruitful. 
The test of the tree is what it bears. Every 
tree is known by its fruit. It is by this we 
estimate its value, not by its leaves or 
blossoms. So then the testing question is— 
What is the practical outcome of all our 
ptivileges? What is the result of our faith 
and emotion, our experience and our Com- 
mtunion seasons? Is there anything in us at 
all corresponding to the fruitfulness of the 
olive, the strength of the cedar, the beauty of 
the lily? Are there found in us those fruits 
of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ to 
the glory and praise of God ? 

When we think of the profusion of grace 
there is, when we think of all our opportuni- 
ties and privileges, surely there should be 
much fruit, fruit of holy living, generous 
giving, earnest service and loving activity for 
Christ and His Kingdom. Fruit when it is 
abundant is specially honouring to God. 
“‘Oh,”’ says one, “if on bended knee we 
might seek but one favour, methinks we 
would not ask the wisdom which Solomon 
craved; we would petition for this that we 
might bring forth much fruit that so we might 
be Christ’s disciples.” Certainly we could not 
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ask for anything better than fruitfulness and 
increasing fruitfulness, for thereby God is 
glorified and His cause is commended to 
others. 

Only let us remember the source of all 
beauty and strength and usefulness of 
character—the grace of the Lord and Re 
deemer. From Him is our fruit found. 


“If there be some weaker one, 

Give me strength to help him on ; 
If a blinder soul there be, 
Let me guide him nearer Thee. 
Make my mortal dreams come true 
With the work I fain would do; 
Clothe with life the weak intent, 
Let me be the thing I meant ; 
Let me find in Thy employ 
Peace that dearer is than joy ; 
Out of self to love be led, 
And to heaven acclimated, 
Until all things sweet and good 

_..Seem my nature’s habitude.” 


Let us make this prayer of Whittier’s our 
own, and let us us seek to become strong and 
beautiful and fruitful in character that God 
may be glorified in us and His cause advanced. 
AMEN. 


THE SAVIOUR AND THE 
FRIEND OF MAN. 


“Blessed be the Lord who daily beareth our burden even the 
God Who is our salvation.” 
Ps. LXVIII., 19 (R.V.) 





The Saviour and the Friend of Man. 


“Blessed be the Lord Who daily beareth our 
burden even the God Who is our salvation.” 
Ps. L.XVIII. 19. (R.V.) 


The Authorised Version expresses a truth 
which has many parallels in Scripture, and a 
precious truth it is. But the Revisers here 
have given us a more accurate rendering 
which conveys to us a beautiful and comfort- 
ing thought. The Lord beareth the burden 
of His people in their afflictions and in- 
firmities. I should like to take this thought 
of the Lord as the Burden-Bearer, this ex- 
perience of the Psalmist in the olden time, in 
order that it may be implanted in our 
memories, lodged in our hearts and thus 
become to us a helpful, stimulating truth as 
we tread the dusty, wearisome roads of earth. 

The present is full of God: His presence 
and help were not restricted to the genera- 
tions who saw evidences of His working in 
their day. He is the same still in His love 
and faithfulness. There can be no sweeter, 
more tender, more heart-touching thought 
than that of the gracious condescension of the 
Lord in caring for us as individuals, by carry- 
ing our burden, inspiring hope in our hearts 
and sustaining our strength as we journey 
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through life. This is the thought the human 
heart in its best and noblest moments wishes 
to be assured of and craves for. When a 
man has borne in upon him the facts in regard 
to the majesty, power, holiness and authority 
of God he may be simply awed and struck 
silent. But when along with that he gets the 
idea of condescension, the fact of God coming 
near to men in their weakness, distress and 
failure he may be ready to exclaim : ‘‘that is 
precisely what I want, and such a God I am 
willing to trust and love and serve.”’ Yes, our 
God is One Who cares for those who are 
heavy-laden and are stumbling under their 
burdens. He is One Who stoops to support 
them under loads too great, too crushing for 
them. Can there be any sweeter revelation 
than that? ‘Blessed be the Lord Who 
daily beareth our burden.”’ 

There are several facts which make the 
truth set forth in our text very precious and 
appropriate to human need. 


I. 


There is, first of all, the fact of sin. I can 
imagine someone saying: ‘‘ Yes, God is on 
His people’s side and His laws are favourable 
to those who act righteously. What distresses 
me, however, is the fact that I have sinned ; 
I have ruined myself; I have become a rebel 
and an outcast; I have a guilty conscience. 
Sin like a load weighs upon my heart; it 
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oppresses and crushes me. Above all things 
I want my guilt taken away, my sin forgiven.” 
Well, how does God reveal Himself in refer- 
ence to sin which every one knows some- 
thing of by experience as well as by hearsay ? 
Why, as a bearing God, as One Who lifts the 
burden and carries it clean away ! 

The central truth, the very core of the 
Christian religion which Psalmists and 
Prophets anticipated is that the Lord gave 
Himself for our sins, bare them in His own 
body on the tree. In Jesus Christ we see how 
God succours and carries frail men and their 
burdens. In Him the prophetic word was 
fulfilled: ‘‘ Himself took our infirmities and 
bare our sicknesses.”” The saints of the old 
dispensation used language of far-reaching 
significance and with a wider range of applica- 
tion than they were cognisant of themselves. 
For the hope of which they spoke found its 
fulfilment in Him Who manifested the love 
of God most fully by stooping to become a 
servant, identifying Himself with our 
humanity in its labour, sorrow and shame. 
Our Lord Jesus hath borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows. 

We can scarcely think of burdens and the 
carrying of them without calling to remem- 
brance Bunyan’s immortal allegory. Many 
of you, I suppose, like myself, have a vivid 
recollection of the picture seen in childhood’s 
days of Christian setting out from the city of 
Destruction with his head bowed toward 
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earth and a heavy, dark burden on his back. 
And then again there was that other picture 
of this same man flinging Himself before the 
Cross, when lo! the load that had been 
clinging to him till then loosens, slips down 
and trolls away into the black abyss which 
yawns behind him. 

As long as the genius of John Bunyan is 
appreciated, and he is recognized as a sound 
interpreter of Christian thought, there can be 
no mistake or doubt as to the chief, the 
weightiest burden on a man’s heart. The 
heaviest from which he needs deliverance, the 
first he has got to deal with is his sin, his 
wrong relation to God. There are other 
burdens—physical, domestic, social—relief 
from which may be more promptly and more 
earnestly sought. But this matter of sin is 
most urgent and should take precedence of 
all else. 

A very notable incident occurred in the 
days of our Saviour’s flesh which is worthy 
of being noted in this connection. A man 
who was sick of the palsy was borne by four 
friends, through whose ingenuity he was let 
down into the presence of Jesus. This was 
a palpable enough case of physical debility. 
There could be no reasonable doubt, one 
would have thought, as to the burden from 
which this poor man needed to be released. 
Was not everyone looking for the authorita- 
tive word, Be healed; arise and walk? Was 
not this what the energetic friends were 
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expecting? They would be eagerly waiting 
and watching to see the sufferer healed of his 
palsy. This was the burden which troubled 
him and them, and gave them most concern. 
But He Who knew what was in man 
thought differently. He perceived the real 
need of the unfortunate sufferer. He saw 
the original malady, the principal burden of 
this man before Him. Hence to the astonish- 
ment of the spectators He said nothing about 
the physical malady, but spoke of the spiritual 
—‘‘Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” This, 
my friends, is the primary need of sinful 
men. Other things may seem more pressing, 
may be more keenly felt, but they who are 
taught by the Word and Spirit of the Lord will 
understand how that the burden of sin must 
first be got rid of, the alienation of heart and 
will removed, and reconciliation with God 
effected. This can take place through the 
death of His Son Who taketh away the sin of 
the world. 

That the Lord has carried the weight of 
our sins is the very heart of the Christian 
religion. That men bowed down with a sense 
of failure, crushed with a sense of guilt, 
smarting with the stings of remorse should 
find deliverance and peace through the grace 
of Him against Whom they had sinned is the 
grandest and Divinest message ever pro- 
claimed on earth. When we turn to the 
Cross we see there the Lord taking our 
responsibilities upon Himself, carrying our 
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sins. There may be and there is much that 
is mysterious, much that passes our com- 
prehension, but we know that Divine love 
has there made our sins its business and 
burden, so that what we could not do might 
be done and what we could not bear might 
be lifted. Should not this make a powerful 
appeal to the heart ? 

The Gospel comes to the sinner bent, 
broken, burdened with this terrible weight 
and brings a message of cheer and hope. It 
speaks of mercy, pardon, plenteous re- 
demption. If he accepts it, he is lifted up 
again, his feet are set upon a rock and his 
goings are established. He is loosed from his 
sins. He discovers that He to Whom he 
has committed himself is a carrying God 
through Whom he has found release from an 
intolerable burden; and he can say :— 


‘“‘Of what men are, and why they are 

So weak, so hopelessly beguiled, 

Much have I learned, but better far 
I know my soul is reconciled.” 


II. 


There is also the fact of human weakness 
even after the guilt of sin has been obliterated. 
The Gospel of the Divine love bearing our 
sins not only brings pardon and acceptance ; 
it also enables us to gain the victory over 
temptation, and strengthens us for cleansing 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
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spirit. For this is the will of God—the God 
Who stoops to be our helper and Redeemer— 
even our sanctification. Let no man attempt 
to distort the truth by alleging that one may 
continue in sin because God is merciful and 
long-suffering. Those whom He pardons He 
sets free for effort after holiness, and His love 
constrains them to the faithful performance 
of duty. 

His Spirit dwells in those whom He re- 
generates, and He gives them the power to 
strive after the Christian ideal. They have 
a high and a heavenly calling. They are 
called to glory and virtue. Their aim should 
be to rise above all that is mean, sordid 
and squalid, to cultivate what is true and 
pure and honourable, to become imbued with 
the Spirit of Him Who is recognized as Saviour 
and Lord. To live a noble, useful, God- 
honouring life, to live pure, speak true, right 
wrong, and follow the Christ, the King—this 
they should earnestly desire. And for this 
ample provision has been made. 

God sends His Spirit into the heart, and His 
indwelling is a force, a power which will carry 
us over obstacles and will enable us to strive 
successfully against sin. If we yield to His 
mighty influences, if we permit Him to have 
His way, if we allow Him to take control, He 
will not let us go; He will guard us from 
falling and at last will set us before the 
presence of His glory in exceeding joy. 

Some realizing their own weakness may 
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look forward with diffidence and_hesi- 
tancy as they think of life’s temptations and 
snares. Let them remember God’s faithful- 
ness. His grace is sufficient for any emer- 
gency. His love for His children and His 
thoughts concerning them never alter. He 
enables them to triumph over temptation 
and to achieve the victory over the sin that 
easily besets. He will take them by the 
hand and lead them all the way even to 


«* Where beside the silent sea 
They wait the muffled oar.” 


They need fear no evil, for He is with 
them, their sustainer and never-failing friend, 
and He will bear them forward in safety to 
the other side to find rest in the desired 
haven. But before that hour arrives there 
may be many anxieties and burdens in con- 
nection with our lives which press more or 
less heavily upon us. 


III 


There is, in the third place, the fact of man’s 
daily tasks and cares and troubles. We are 
warranted in holding that the heart has no 
burden about which God is unconcerned. If 
it were possible for me to enumerate the 
various cares and vexations which lie as a 
heavy weight upon the soul, then I might 
say—each of these is known to the Lord and 
in some way touches Him. While He is 
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self-sufficient and His blessedness is never 
shadowed or dimmed by earth’s sorrows, yet 
we are assured that He is not indifferent to 
those things which are so depressing and so 
saddening to us. It was said of Him in the 
olden days :—“ In all their affliction He was 
afflicted . . . and He bare them and 
catried them all the days of old.’’ So closely 
identified is He with His loved ones that He 
has, as it were, a share in their experiences, 
joins with them in their sorrows and pains, 
and His great, sympathetic heart is touched 
with the feeling of their infirmities. 

In any large gathering of people, ex- 
periences widely diverge. Some feel the 
pressure of daily tasks which are continuous, 
exacting, embarrassing. There is a feeling of 
weariness, a heaviness of spirit arising from 
multifarious duties: the heart is burdened. 
There is little opportunity for thinking of 
spiritual concerns, little leisure for availing 
oneself of the customary aids to the spiritual 
life. 

To some, again, life is a burden because of 
sickness or bereavement. If for years you 
have been struggling with some bodily in- 
firmity or suffering, if you have not for a 
long time enjoyed the vigour, the glow, the 
delight of robust health, or if you are mourning 
the loss of dear ones called away by death, 
and life since seems to you an altogether 
different thing, is not this a heavy burden to 
bear ? K 
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Others, again, have anxiety not so much 
about themselves as about those who are 
closely bound to them by the ties of affection 
or friendship. Someone in whom you are 
deeply interested has fallen into bad habits 
and is in danger of wrecking his character 
and ruining his prospects, and you cannot 
escape from the thought of his position and 
his peril Thus I might go on to give 
case after case. But whatever the burden of 
anyone may be, whether resulting from the 
hampering circumstances of one’s position, 
or from bodily ailments, or the loss of loved 
ones, or family cares, or from anxious thoughts 
about the welfare of others, be assured of this 
that He Who sent His Son to save men is 
ready to take these burdens upon Himself ; 
His heart of pity goes out in sympathy and 
all who cast their cares on Him are sustained. 

There is no weight of care and trouble 
which He cannot bear, there is no lot which 
He cannot brighten, there is no stress of 
circumstances which He cannot assuage. 
Through all life’s storms and trials, through 
age and infirmity He will carry and will 
deliver. Whatever, therefore, is burden- 
some to you, whether something in the actual 
past or in the living present or in your fore- 
cast of the future, whether it concerns your- 
self or others, cast it upon the Lord and you 
need not be dismayed. Make Him your 
strength and solace, your safety and succour. 
Find in Him the secret of new vigour and 
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undying hope, and your youth will be re 
newed as the eagle’s. 

When Jesus said, Be not anxious for the 
morrow, He had been speaking of the loving 
Providence of God. His exhortation would 
have been a mockery but for the fact that 
there is a Burden-bearing God, One Who 
carries His trusting children through the 
trials life may bring. And there are 
thousands who can testify that they have 
been sustained in sickness, in loneliness, in 
sorrow and in prospect of death by this faith. 
Let no-one think of religion as an irksome and 
wearisonme thing, but rather as something 
you cannot do without, as something that 
helps and comforts in the dark days and bitter 
experiences of life, as something that will carry 
you triumphantly through the difficulties 
and trials incident to the journey. 


«« Strong in the Lord of hosts 
And in His mighty power, 

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 
Is more than conqueror ” 


Why, then, should you struggle alone 
under the weight of sin, temptation, grief and 
anxiety when there is One to bear your 
burden every day and to sustain you even 
unto the end ? 
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The Three Great Essentials, 


““He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God ?” 

MicauH VI., 8. 


This is one of the great utterances of the 
Old Testament ; some would say, the greatest. 
It is the answer given to the momentous 
inquiries put in the preceding verses. The 
questioner is the people personified. Feeling 
their need of Atonement they anxiously 
inquire of the prophet how they are to please 
the Lord. ‘‘ Wherewith shall I come before 
the Lord and bow myself before the high 
God? . . . Shall I give my first-born 
for my transgression, the fruit of my body 
for the sin of my soul?” ‘The prophet 
answers in the beautiful words of the text, 
words which give us an ideal of religion on its 
practical side that can never be superseded. 

The most vital question we can ask or be 
asked is how erring men are to approach the 
God of holiness, how they are to please Him. 
And there must be no misapprehension as to 
its answer. Not by outward acts and 
mechanical observances, not by bringing 
magnificent offerings as bribes, not by suffer- 
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ing, not by human sacrifice can men make 
satifsf action for their sins. Did not the Lord 
say' to the formal, hypocritical Jews of 
Isaiah’s time? ‘Bring no more vain 
oblations; incense is an abomination unto 
Me. Your new moons and your appointed 
feasts my soul hateth.” What, then, did He 
require of them? ‘This was the service He 
desired :—‘‘ Wash you, make you clean; put 
away the evil of your doings from before 
Mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do 
well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.” 
This in God’s sight is dearer than many 
sacrifices, purer and holier than costly offer- 
ings. 

Atonement for sin is not made by man’s 
suffering or torture, nor is it secured by the 
most precious possessions he can surrender : 
it must be made by God Himself. And this 
is the cheering message the Scriptures bring to 
us—that reconciliation has been made, that 
God in the person of His dear Son has atoned, 
that all obstacles in the way of our returning 
to Him have been removed, and that the only 
sacrifice which remains for us is the surrender 
of the heart and will to God. “He hath 
shewed thee, O man, what is good and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with thy God ?”’ 

In this there is nothing metaphysical or which 
can be understood only by the subtle, nothing 
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unpractical, nothing mystical, nothing even 
theological, but a statement, a summary of 
the duty required which should commend 
itself to the hearts of all men. Let us give 


our attention to the three things God expects 
and asks from us. 


a 


If we would stand before God and win His 
approval, we must Do justLy. This is aduty 
which men owe to one another. God requires 
us to be just and honest in all the relations of 
life, to give every man what is his due and to 
refrain from taking unfair advantage of any. 
Upon the observance of this duty the highest 
welfare of society depends. ea 

Justice is one of God’s own glorious attri- | 
butes. He is a just God; there is no un- 
righteousness in Him. He would have His 
children to be like Him, and thus reflect His 
image. The child of God should be just to 
his servants, his customers, his employées, to 
all with whom he has any dealings. Masters 
should be just to their servants, giving them 
a fair equivalent for their work. Servants 
ought to deal justly with their employers in 
filling their working hours with honest labour 
instead of trying to escape with doing as little 
as possible. 

In the days of the prophet Micah there were 
evils which stirred his indignation. There 
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were social evils in that land in his time such 
as the cruel oppression of the poor by the rich 
and the greed of gain which lay at the root 
of it all, and he was forced to speak out in 
the name of God and righteousness. His 
denunciations of injustice and his fervent 
appeals to the people for reform found at last 
an echo in their hearts, and with penitent 
spirits they came to him with the solemn 
inquiry: ‘‘ Wherewith shall we come before 
the Lord and bow before the high God? ” 
Whereupon he told them the first duty devol- 
ving upon them was the doing of justice. 

Notwithstanding the lapse of so many 
centuries we have not reached the stage at 
which there is no need to re-echo the prophet’s 
words. In society to-day things are not as 
they ought to be. There is widespread 
dissatisfaction and a growing sense of injustice 
amongst the masses of people. ‘Those who 
have taken note of the trend of events in 
the social and political world recognize the 
fact that many of the people consider them- 
selves unfairly treated and believe that their 
lot is much harder than it need be or ought 
to be, and that something should be done to 
mitigate the depressing conditions in which 
they are compelled to work. 

Every fair-minded person will admit that 
there should be some change. I suppose we 
should all agree that there is a good deal to be 
said in favour of the social movement of our 
day, while there is not a little to be advanced 
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in condemnation of some of the methods that 
ate employed to further the movement. 
Something has got to be done, most people 
will acknowledge; but there must be justice 
all round. 

In giving relief to the toiling millions, in 
seeking to snap the chains which bind them, 
there must be no injustice done to those who 
are designated the privileged classes. No- 
one must be so foolish as to hold that the 
solution of the problem can be found in an 
equal division of the products or profits of 
industry, irrespective of physical, mental or 
financial ability. That is an idea impossible 
of realization, and is nothing but a wild 
dream. But we should like to see things so 
arranged that every man would have an 
opportunity of showing what is in him and of 
doing the best of which he is capable. As 
things are, it cannot be said that this is true 
of everyone. 

Some never have a chance. They are 
so handicapped in the great struggle for 
existence that their fate may be said to be 
fixed before they ever begin. They are the 
victims of injustice. There is, indubitably, 
need of juster, purer laws, and all round there 
is wanted an exemplification of the Golden 
Rule given by Jesus in the words: “ As ye 
would that men should do unto you, even so 
do ye also unto them’; and a scrupulous 
observance of the second of the great com- 
mandments: ‘‘ Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
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bour as thyself.”” According to the teaching 
of the Master we are to regard our fellow-man 
as another self. We are to put ourselves in 
his place and weigh his claims and needs as 
well as our duties from his point of view. 


“ All are not just because they do no wrong ; 
But he who will not wrong me when he may, 
He is the truly just.” 


The Christian law requires us not only to 
refrain from doing our neighbour wrong, but 
to promote his welfare also as we would our 
own. ‘Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man also on the things of 
others.” There is a justice which insists 
upon its pound of flesh apart from all other 
considerations, but this is not the justice we 
are expected to practise. 

But there is not only justice between man 
and man, there is justice also between man 
and God. God has definite claims on man for 
devotion and service, and since He has made 
Himself known to us as a Father, and a 
Redeemer, these claims are for us raised to a 
higher sphere of obligation. If we do not 
give Him His due, if we withhold the duties 
we owe to Him, justice is violated; God is 
robbed. Hence the just man is represented 
as walking in all the commandments of the 
Lord blameless; and of these the first and 
greatest is: ‘‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart.”” If we would give 


143 


God His due, we must render unto Him this 
wholehearted love; and when we respond 
to His claim His grace will enable us to fulfil 
the obligations of justice to our fellow-men. 
If we would be truly blessed, let us be just 
before God as well as just toward our fellow- 
man. 


‘** Blessed are they that judgment keep 
And justly do always.” 


II. 


God requires us to LOVE MERCY. Mercy is 
also one of God’s own glorious attributes. He 
is the Lord God merciful and gracious. He 
has shown favour and kindness to men, has 
manifested His compassion for them in their 
need. He wants His children to be like Him 
in this respect also, that they may reflect His 
image. He would have them love mercy and 
be pitiful toward the poor and needy, the 
oppressed and fallen. There is probably the 
same difference between justice and mercy 
as is brought out in the fifth of Romans 
between the strictly righteous or just man for 
whom scarcely anyone would die and the good 
or unselfish, generous man for whom some 
would even dare to die. ie 

When God would have created man, says 
the Jewish Talmud, He called before His 
throne a council of the highest angels. 
“Create him not,” said the Angel of Justice, 
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“he will be unjust toward his brethren and 
cruel towards the weak.’ ‘‘ Create him not,”’ 
said the Angel of Peace, ‘‘ he will redden the 
earth with human slaughter and the first- 
born of his race shall slay his brother.” 
“ Create him not,” said the Angel of Truth, 
“he will lie for his party, he will lie for his 
religion, he will lie for gain and will lie through 
malice.”” And then there stepped from the 
angelic band Mercy, the youngest and the 
dearest child of heaven. Kneeling before the 
everlasting throne she pleaded thus: ‘“‘ Create 
him, create him in Thine image; make him 
the favoured object of Thy love. When all 
others have forsaken him, I will be with him 
and will make even his errors conduce to His 
amelioration. I will touch his heart with 
pity; I will make him merciful.” And lo! 
this prayer overcame the fear of all the others, 
and so according to the Jewish story man was 
created by the Almighty. 

It is right to live honestly, to pay one’s 
debts, to be just before we are generous; 
but there is more in the sum and substance of 
duty than all that. Weneed the mercy which 
will cherish sympathy for every sorrow that 
can be alleviated and for every pang that 
can be assuaged—the mercy which feels for 
others’ woes. The man whom God approves 
is one who loves mercy and acts mercifully. 
The All-merciful One cannot take pleasure 
in the hard and churlish and brutal. Those 
who are cruel, grasping and sternly un- 
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relenting are not such as the Lord takes 
pleasure in. His approving smile falls not on 
those who trample the poor under their feet 
and shut the gates of mercy on their fellow- 
creatures. 

We must not forget the reason assigned by 
Jesus for effecting a separation into two 
companies of those who came before Him for 
judgment. Why were those on the left 
hand of the King disapproved of and cast 
into darkness? Was it because they had 
been thieves or liars or murderers or 
sensualists? No; it was simply because they 
had not been merciful to the needy and help- 
less and suffering ones around them. It was 
because they had had the opportunity and 
the power of scattering mercies, yet they held 
their hands. While they might have brought 
sunshine into many a home and brightness 
into many a life, they failed todoso. “ Inas- 
much as ye did it not to one of the least of 
these My brethren, ye did it not to Me.” 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy.” 

Beautiful is the attribute of mercy: it is 
“nobility’s true badge.’ They who are 
merciful and compassionate will be honoured 
by their fellows as long as anything of the 
Divine remains within humanity. In our 
own day and in present circumstances is 
there not abundant opportunity for the 
exercise of this quality? What with un- 
employment, bereavement and calamity, 
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there is a large enough field for the minister- 
ing angel of mercy. 

There is, doubtless, a danger connected 
with indiscriminate charity. Frequently it 
is the occasion of more harm than benefit to 
the recipient. We might give away all the 
money we have and other people’s too, and 
succeed merely in demoralizing the com- 
munity. There must be some discrimination 
exercised, otherwise no good can result. 

Besides, mercy is not necessarily confined 
to mere charity as we now understand the 
word—that is, the giving of alms. When 
the unfortunate man of our Lord’s parable 
fell among thieves who stripped him of his 
raiment and wounded him and left him half 
dead, the good Samaritan came to his relief. 
This man’s giving consisted in the oil, the 
wine and the two pence. These would be 
much appreciated by the poor sufferer, but 
the compassion behind all this which the 
Samaritan felt in his heart and which the 
priest and the Levite so much lacked was of 
greatest service. Gifts of money, doles of 
charity are good and right enough in their 
own place, but what is wanted most of all is 
our mercy, our love, our sympathy, the 
disposition which seeks the highest well- 
being of those with whom we are brought into 
contact. Mercy 


‘fis twice blest, 
It bmamec! him that gives and him that takes. 


: We do pray “for mercy, 
And that same ptayer doth teach us all to render 
The deeds of mercy.” 
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Shall we not then cultivate the merciful spirit 
and strive after the standard of our blessed 
Lord? And shall we not love even our 
enemies, those who hate us and say all manner 
of evil against us falsely? In so doing we 
_ shall act as those who are the children of our 
Father in heaven. 


III. 


And now we come to the third thing 
required, namely, TO WALK HUMBLY WITH THY 
Gop. This covers the first table of the Law 
as the previous two cover the second. 
Matthew Arnold said: ‘“‘ Conduct is three- 
fourths of life’; and another writer has told 
us that in the Bible everywhere if we dig 
deep enough we find ‘Do right at the 
bottom.” But while this is true, it is not the 
whole truth. For if we dig deeper still we 
find the precepts of right conduct based on 
the foundation of God’s righteousness and 
love. When St. Paul laid down in detail the 
plain, practical, everyday duties of life, he 
grounded those duties on the fact of the 
Divine mercies in Redemption, and enforced 
them by transcendental motives and reasons. 

It is not in human nature alone and unaided 
to be just and merciful, and to walk humbly 
with God. ‘“‘ The law was given,” said one of 
the greatest of the Fathers, “ that men might 
seek grace; grace was given that that law 
might be fulfilled.” If you and I, dear 
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friends, are to live along the lines of our text 
we need some constraining motive to do so. 
Has God placed within our reach a power that 
can lift us up to this high level? How shall 
the average man be induced to fall in love 
with justice, mercy and humility? In no 
better way than by thinking of the Father 
Who gave up His Son to redeem us, of the 
Son Who humbled Himself for our sakes, of 
the Holy Spirit Who showers down His 
blessed influences upon the soul. Power is 
characteristic of the religion of the Cross. 
Those who know God through Christ have the 
spirit of adoption, and learn of Him Who is 
meek and lowly in heart. They are not 
inflated with self-conceit or presumption. 

“Can two walk together except they be 

' agreed? ”’ Those who are reconciled to God 
and enjoy a fellowship with Him that is 
based on love will walk humbly with Him, so 
humbly that they will ever look to God and 
draw from Him daily supplies, so humbly 
that they will not rebel at God’s will, but 
meekly resign themselves into His hands. 
In such a walk there is a wondrous peace and 

\ power. 

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is 
good, and what doth the Lord require of 
thee but to do justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with thy God?” 

’*’Professor Huxley once described these words 
as “the perfect ideal of religion, an inspira- 
tion of genius as wonderful as the art of 
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Phidias or the science of Aristotle.” Yes, 
but men with high ideals are frequently 
helpless in the matter of right conduct. 
What is needed is power, a motive that will be 
sufficient to influence heart and will and life. _ 
A Japanese student who has become a 
Christian said not long since: ‘‘ We have our 
sacred books in the East, and they contain 
many noble precepts for human life. The 
difference and distinction of your Book seems 
to be this, that it unfolds to us the way in 
which they may be done.” » Yes, here we 
may learn how to walk with God and please 
God in the peace of the Cross and in the power 
of the Spirit. Here we discover how our 
weakness is helped and is even transmuted 
into strength. 


“So shall my walk be close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame ; 
So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb.” 
AMEN. 
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THE BATH AND THE BASON : 
OR THE TWO WASHINGS. 


A PRE-COMMUNION SERMON, 


“Tesus saith to him, He that is bathed needeth not save to 
wash his feet, but is clean every whit ; and ye are clean, but 
not all.’”’ 

St. Jonw XIII, 10. (R.VQ 
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The Bath and the Bason: or the 
two Washings. 





A PRE-COMMUNION SERMON. 


‘*‘ Jesus saith to him, He that is bathed needeth 
not save to wash his feet, but is cleam every whit ; 
and ye are clean, but not all.” 

St. JOHN XIII. ro. (R.V.) 


The act of washing the disciples’ feet was a 
proof of the marvellous humility and 
constant love of Jesus. It was a strange 
reversal of all that seemed fitting to the 
relation existing between Master and disciples. 
He Himself did voluntarily what none of 
them volunteered to do. They would not 
bemean themselves by performing such a 
task. Thus He Who was highest stooped to 
the lowliest service. 

When Jesus addressed Himself to the 
humble office we can picture to our minds how 
the disciples would watch Him and exchange 
glances with one another. We can imagine 
the deep silence, the wonder, the amazement 
that characterize the scene. As they look 
at the Master in the lowest place, it is surely 
with a pang of reproach, with a confused 
feeling of humiliation and shame. The 
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silence is broken, as we might expect, by 
Peter. He perceives the anomaly of the 
situation. With characteristic impulsiveness 
he utters his protest. Half in surprise, half 
in deprecation, he exclaims: ‘‘ Lord, dost 
Thou wash my feet? ’”’ The impulse which 
prompts the words is a generous one, and to 
Peter’s credit. His spirit rises in rebellion 
against what seems an injury to the dignity 
of his Master, and an outrage upon his sense 
of reverence. 

Jesus, therefore, is not severe with Peter, 
and replies by assuring him that this thing 
has a deeper meaning than he now grasps, and 
that his scruples will be removed later on. 
But Peter is not satisfied with this gentle 
reply. It serves merely to intensify his 
obstinacy ; and from reverence he passes to 
irreverence and disobedience. As though he 
knew better than Jesus he bluntly rejoins: 
“Lord, Thou shalt never wash my feet.” 
Thus he rudely contradicts his Master and sets 
himself in opposition to His will. What a 
curious combination of qualities did his 
demeanour at that moment display! Respect 
for Jesus coupled with disrespect, self-abase- 
ment united to self-will, humility joined to 
pride! Do we never present a peculiar 
mixture of moral opposites ? 

Peter by his second refusal had shown him- 
self to be proud, headstrong, self-righteous, 
and accordingly Jesus addresses to him words 
of rebuke in a tone of sternness: ‘‘ If I’ wash 
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thee not, thou hast no part with Me.” This 
throws down the Apostle’s opposition and 
self-confidence, and he rushes to the other 
extreme, saying: ‘‘ Not my feet only, but 
also my hands and my head.’”’ As though he 
had said: ‘‘ If without washing I cannot be 
Thy disciple, a sharer in Thy kingdom and 
in Thy company, I am ready to be washed 
altogether, for I wish to be entirely Thine.” 
This was a generous outburst of devotion 
and self-surrender, yet there was in it a mis- 
conception. It was one of his almost glorious 
mistakes. It proceeded from a heart of love, 
but it showed his failure to realize the new 
world into which grace had brought him. 
For he had already been cleansed in heart, 
and did not need a fundamental change to be 
wrought daily in his life. The man who has 
had a thorough bath requires only the 
removal of the stains contracted during the 
day ; so one who is regenerated and forgiven 
is clean already and needs cleansing only from 
the soil each day may bring. 

Brethren, I want you to think this morning 
of the difference between these two cleansings, 
the one that is represented by bathing and 
the other represented by washing the feet. 
Jesus saith to him, “He that is bathed needeth 
not save to wash his feet, but is clean every 
whit.’’ In a bath the whole body is plunged 
and cleansed; in a bason, only one part of 
the body, as the hands or feet. An Oriental 
who has bathed before a banquet may need 
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the bason afterwards to wash his feet in order 
to remove the dust which he may have 
gathered on his way from the bath-room to 
the guest-chamber. No matter how short 
the walk he may have taken in sandals, it 
will be necessary for a servant to pour water 
over his feet and dry them with a towel before 
he sits down to meat. This familiar custom 
of the East was used by Jesus to inculcate 
moral and spiritual truth. 


I. 


There is, first, the cleansing represented by 
the bath. ‘‘ Ye are clean, but not all.”’ This 
is the fundamental washing sometimes called 
regeneration. A fountain has been opened for 
sin and uncleanness. In the Divine mercy 
provision has been made for man’s spiritual 
renewal and purification. Jesus emptied 
Himself of His glory; He humbled Himself 
and became obedient even unto the death of 
the Cross that He might cleanse the foul and 
vile, and having cleansed them make them 
capable of receiving further benefits. The 
idea of redemption is fundamental and central 
in His work and mission. He came to save 
from sin, not only in the sense of bestowing 
pardon, but also in that of renewing the 
nature and delivering from sin’s sway and 
tyranny. 

This is the great primary truth of the 
Christian religion, and we must not forget it 
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or lose sight of it. This it is which dis- 
tinguishes it from the ancient religions of the 
East. In them we find some features that are 
excellent. Here and there we meet with 
sublime thoughts and moral precepts which 
may remind us of some parts of the Bible. 
But we do not discover any provision for 
cleansing the soul or removing the defilement 
caused by sin. We do not read of a Deliverer 
or Redeemer whose office it is to renovate 
the nature and purify the springs of action. 
This is the capital defect of the systems in 
which there may be not a little that is good 
and praiseworthy. The fact of redemption 
is the glory, the distinguishing feature, the 
unique element of Christianity. 

Every one needs cleansing. This is the 
conception of humanity to which the uniform 
teaching of Scripture conducts us. And 
surely the more we know of the human heart, 
the depths of deceit and wickedness it is 
capable of, and the more we know of the 
history of our race in all lands and conditions 
the less difficult will it be to accept the 
Biblical representation of man’s state and 
needs. 

Some may say: ‘‘We admit there are 
people defiled by gross sins, stained by 
criminal acts and brutal deeds, there are 
those who are corrupt, degraded, bestial ; 
there are those, too, who are enslaved by vile 
lusts and entangled by impure habits. But 
there are many respectable and self-respect- 
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ing people who are honest and law-abiding, 
and surely they do not need to submit them- 
selves to Jesus Christ as sinners?” Yes, 
they do. There ate degrees of sin, un- 
doubtedly, and some may be less under its 
dominion and blight than others; neverthe- 
less, everyone who fails to glorify God, every- 
one who is living for self, everyone whose heart 
is not right with God, however fair the veneer 
of respectability may be, does need the 
washing grace alone can give. Since all have 
sinned, since all are chargeable with breaches 
of God’s law, since all are to a greater or less 
extent self-willed, rebellious, unmindful of 
God and the claims of His Kingdom, therefore 
all are unclean by nature; and hence the 
need of cleansing, if the dark stains of sin are 
to disappear. ‘The coriscience that has not 
lost all its sensitiveness will echo the teaching 
of Scripture on this point, will admit the lack 
of harmony there is between the actual life 
and the demands of God’s righteousness, the 
gulf there is between what a man is and what 
he ought to be. 

The facts of experience also testify that so 
' far as being liberated from the thraldom of 
sin as habit or as an enfeebling, corrupting 
influence is concerned we are dependent upon 
Divine cleansing. Through sheer strength of 
will, or influenced by prudential considera- 
tions, a man may renounce some evil practice 
or succeed to some extent in amending his 
life, in elevating his character. But nothing 
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very appreciable can be achieved by such 
attempted self-reformation. The limits of 
such purification are quickly reached. And 
when sin has got itself entwined around a 
man, when it has undisputed mastery for a 
lengthened period, when the will’s power is 
broken down and the desires are perverted, 
who is able to emancipate himself or shake 
himself free of the fell influence which has laid 
him low? 

But even though men had far more power 
than they have in putting their feet on 
pernicious habits and baneful practices, even 
if they could by their own determination 
command one sin after another to depart and 
trouble them no more, they have no ability 
to deal with their responsibility for the past, 
or with the law which makes the future 
harvest dependent upon what has been sown. 
No one can by tears or prayers or good 
resolutions or amended life blot out the 
long, black catalogue of recorded trans- 
gressions. As the familiar lines have it— 


** Not the labour of my hands 
Can fulfil Thy law’s demands, 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow, 
All for sin could not atone, 
Thou must save and Thou alone.” 


Jesus can do that which is impossible for 
man, and it is to-make known this fact the 
Gospel is preached; and this it is which 
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makes it incumbent upon us to send the good 
tidings to those who are still ignorant of God’s 
love in His dear Son. What a difference the 
message of grace made to those Corinthians 
who received it and were influenced by it! 
Before they knew the Saviour they were 
corrupt, impure, without God; but now in 
Him they have been washed and sanctified 
and put in possession of a new hope and life. 
Only let a man submit himself to Jesus, 
abandoning doubt and self-will, and he will 
have part in His Kingdom and service and 
glory. 

We sometimes hear it said that there is 
need of more enforcement of the morality of 
the Gospel, its ethical fruits, its self-denial, 
its doctrine of burden-bearing and unselfish 
service. This may be quite true; I am not 
concerned to deny the alleged need; but too 
frequently the end is sought by keeping the 
fact of redemption in the background, by 
relegating to an obscure place the cleansing 
that is through the sacrifice of Christ. But 
there is no marked success along that line. 
If there were, a great deal of Scripture would 
have to be re-written, and a large amount of 
spiritual experience would be belied. 

They who begin with the Saviour’s re- 
deeming energy start on the right track, and 
will secure the consequences, the fruits of His 
work. Such will profit by His perfect ex- 
ample and the inspiration of His life of 
holiness and self-sacrifice. When the truth 
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of the cleansing is received, when you can 
say with Paul, He loved me and gave Himself 
up for me, the Christian graces will not be 
wanting, there will come a moral energy 
which will lift you above the sinful practices 
to which otherwise you would have 
succumbed. In II. Peter we read :—‘‘ He 
that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot 
see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins. What are the 
‘these things’’’? They are faith, virtue, 
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, 
love of the brethren, love. To forget the 
cleansing is the root and source of the de- 
generacy referred to. He who has lost sight 
of primary, fundamental truth has lost the 
sense of the distant; his outlook is ob- 
structed by earth-born clouds; he is blind to 
the heavenly, the ideal, the Divine If, 
therefore, you desire to secure morality, to 
broaden your outlook, to heighten your 
spiritual stature, you must begin with being 
purged from the old sins; you must have the 
bath of regeneration; and you must keep in 
your memory the fact that Christ died, and 
that all who are reconciled to God are purified 
unto Him, a people for His own possession, 
zealous of good works. Cleansing is thus 
fundamental and indispensable in the 
Christian system. Hence the sinner’s appro- 
priate prayer is: ‘‘ Wash me and I shall be 
whiter than snow.” 

“ Ve are clean,” said Jesus, “ but not all.”’ 
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Judas, though among the disciples, was not 
of them. He had not been in the bath which 
makes clean, and Jesus knew it. As He 
looks over this company to-day, does He say : 
“Ve are clean, but not all’? Some, it may 
be, have never submitted themselves to His 
cleansing; some, perhaps, have virtually 
said to Him: ‘“‘ Thou shalt never wash me.” 
But that would mean separation from Him, 
the forfeiture of His fellowship, the loss of 
the blessings He came to impart. The foul 
and the uncleansed can have no fellowship 
with Him any more than darkness can have 
with light or an infidel with a_ believer. 
The great question then is whether you have 
been washed by Jesus and are clean through 
His grace. It is this which constitutes a 
right and title to a seat at the Lord’s table. - 


FE: 


And now let us think of the other cleansing 
represented by the feet-washing. All who 
have been through the bath of regeneration 
need not save to be purged from the defile 
ment contracted in their daily walk. We 
must not mistake the stains of to-day in the 
Christian for habitual uncleanness. We must 
not confound the faults, errors and indis- 
cretions into which we fall, and by which our 
fellowship with Jesus is more or less hindered, 
with total impurity or that radical estrange- 
ment in the heart that has never been 
surrendered to Him. 
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There is an immense difference between one 
who is a true disciple, though imperfect and 
sin-soiled from day to day and another who 
is not a genuine disciple at all; the difference 
there is between one who has not been in the 
bath at all and another whose feet are merely 
stained in walking away from the bath. One 
man is unimpressed by the love of Jesus and 
tefuses to allow Him to cleanse and save and 
is still unclean; another has obeyed the 
Saviour’s Word and has resigned himself 
into His hands and is cleansed. He loves 
Jesus though defectively and at times un- 
intelligently. When he sins or falls away from 
the consciousness of Divine love; when he 
follows with feeble, halting steps the Lord 
does not cast him adrift, but desires to have 
the stains removed, the sullied feet washed in 
order that fellowship with Him may not be 
embarrassed and that the heart may be in a 
state to receive additional blessing. 

Peter’s mistake is occasionally reproduced 
by some Christians who are not well instructed. 
They are apt to reckon themselves among the 
unrenewed and unforgiven, supposing this to 
be a mark and proof of profound humility. 
They pray as if they had never been brought 
to Jesus and to the knowledge of His truth. 
They are always proposing to begin the 
Christian life; they are in doubt as to 
whether they belong to Jesus and are recog- 
nized by Him as His followers. They are 
notsure whether or not Hehas cleansed them by 
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His Word and Spirit; what they need is an 
adequate appreciation of what Jesus has done 
for them already. The question of the bath 
has got first to be decided. ‘‘If Jesus wash 
thee not,” thou hast no part with Him. 
This is fundamental. 

But to be bathed in the laver of regenera- 
tion does not imply that we are without spot 
or stain; it does mean that we are separated 
from the unholy by the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleansing our consciences and purifying our 
hearts. Those who have bathed will still 
need the bason, for it is only too easy to defile 
themselves with the dust of worldliness and 
soil of sin. If they have a sensitive conscience 
they cannot bear to sup with the Lord with 
any contamination of sin adhering to them ; 
so they ask for cleansing from all unrighteous- 
ness. And He Who is compassionate and 
merciful cleanses them afresh and fits them 
for His holy fellowship. 

It is not enough to be once forgiven and 
once made clean. We must have the stains 
of each day washed away, the outward 
defilement gathered in the daily walk purged. 
Humbly we should acknowledge the faults 
and failures of each day; humbly we should 
accept forgiveness for them and rejoice in 
their being put away. ‘Thus we are fitted for 
fellowship with our Lord and for rendering 
acceptable service unto Him. 

If we submit ourselves to Him daily He 
will cleanse us every day. He Who gives the 
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first blessing of the bath continues the 
blessing of the bason. He Who makes clean 
through His Word and Spirit will also remove 
the dust of selfishness and worldliness we may 
have contracted by our contact with the 
things of time and sense. Let us then yield 
ourselves unto Him that we may sit down 
clean at His table. Let us permit Him to 
remove from our hearts, wills and purposes 
all that He reckons defiling, and we shall 
have true fellowship with Him. 


**To the lowly soul 
He doth Himself impart, 
And for His cradle and His throne 
Chooseth the pure in heart.” 


He will refresh our hearts. He will renew 
our heavenward purpose and will fit us for a 
closer walk with God. With us He will abide 
always, and we shall have part with Him 
here and hereafter. 


‘** Daily my pilgrim feet, as homeward wending 
My weary way, are sadly stained with sin ; 
Daily do Thou, Thy precious grace expending, 
Wash me all clean without and clean within, 
And make me fit to have a part with Thee 
And Thine, at last, in Heaven’s festivity.” 
AMEN, 
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““NOBLESSE OBLIGE” : 
A POST-COMMUNION SERMON. 


'“ To the end that ye should walk worthity of God Who caileth 
you into his own Kingdom and Glory.” 
1 THESSALONIANS II., B2 (R.V) 
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‘* Noblesse Oblige’’ : 
a Post-Communion Sermon. 


“To the end that ye should walk worthily of God 
Who calleth you into His Own Kingdom and glory.” 
I THESSALONiIANS II. f2. (R.V.) 


Wherever the Apostle went there were 
enemies who dogged his steps. They vexed 
him and endeavoured to spoil his work by 
the calumnies they spread concerning his 
character. They represetited him as being 
an insincere man who had by-ends of his own 
to serve. They accused him of covetousness, 
ambition, selfishness. Accordingly he was 
obliged to speak in self-defence. He could 
appeal to the Thessalonians themselves as to 
his bearing and demeanour when among them. 
If he had been wanting in sincerity he would 
not have persevered in his career as Christ’s 
herald, for this meant suffering, conflict, 
persecution, imprisonment in almost every 
place he visited. So far from making gain out 
of his missionary work, he had laboured 
night and day with his own hands that he 
might not be a burden to any of the converts 
at Thessalonica. 

So far-from being ambitious, he never 
sought glory from men; he did not use the 
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arts by which it is commonly obtained. The 
only ambition which dominated him was 
that his Master should be honoured and His 
Kingdom advanced. So far from being selfish 
he breathed the spirit of love, the spirit of 
Jesus Who pleased not Himself and went 
about doing good. He was not looking for 
opportunities of self-exaltation and_ self- 
aggrandisement ; on the contrary, he shrank 
from no service and no sacrifice imposed by 
love. ‘“‘ But we were gentle in the midst of 
you as when a nurse cherisheth her own 
children; even so being affectionately 
desirous of you we were well pleased to im- 
part unto you not the Gospel of God only, but 
also our own souls, because ye were become 
very dear to us.”’ In other words, he had 
given himself to them without reserve. He 
was gentle and kind and unselfish He 
sought their welfare with an interest such as 
a father feels for his children, and his methods 
were characterized by tenderness and love; 
while his end was as remote as possible from 
anything that savoured of self-seeking on his 
part, for it was that they should walk worthily 
of God Who called them into His own King- 
dom and glory. 

After the holy Ordinance—the Com- 
munion—which it was our privilege to observe 
last Lord’s day, we may appropriately enough 
give our attention to this calling or summons 
mentioned here and to what is meant by 
walking worthily of Him Who has addressed 
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to us the call. If we have a right conception 
of what this signifies we shall find in it a 
powerful motive for consistent living and a 
cogent reason for abstaining from those things 
which are offensive in God’s sight and which 
at the same time interfere with the sanctifica- 
tion of our characters. 

There is a call addressed to all unto whom 
the Word of God is made known. God 
commands men everywhere to repent. In 
the Gospel the fact of His mercy, of His 
willingness to receive and pardon all who 
come to Him in the right spirit, is announced. 
All are invited, all are urged to come. ‘To all 
men indiscriminately the call is addressed 
Besides, an appeal is made to the conscience 
and reason, the hopes and fears of mankind ; 
and in the Gospel there is presented 
every consideration which should determine 
rational and immortal beings to comply with 
its gracious invitations. But this call may 
be refused, the pleadings of the Evangel may 
be disregarded. 

The right attitude is assumed by those who 
listen and obey and are brought into union 
with Christ. They are effectually called, to 
use the language of the old divines, called by 
God’s grace, called into His own Kingdom 
and glory. The essential thing is that God’s 
summons has been heard, and that swift 
obedience has been given to it. Various are 
the means by which the Spirit of God calls 
men. Frequently, it is by the preaching of 
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the Word which is a Divine Ordinance. He 
may also use the events of Providence in 
impressing men and bringing them to re 
flection. He may employ the reading of 
the Word, or conversation with a friend in 
arresting the attention and touching the 
heart. Well is it for those who gladly and 
gratefully accept the Divine intimation in 
whatever way it has been addressed to them. 

All who have heard and yielded obedience 
to God’s voice should walk worthily of Him 
Who has called them unto His eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus. They should be mindful of 
the honour that has been put upon them ; 
they must try to realize the elevated position 
they have been summoned to and the holy 
character which may be expected from those 
so situated. 

In considering what it is that constitutes 
a worthy walk it will be helpful to remember 
what Christians are called from, what they 
have been called to, and Who it is that calls 
them. ‘The Apostle represents his converts 
as having been in a condition of spiritual 
darkness, destitution and death. Society was 
at that time in a deplorable state. The 
unrenewed Gentiles walked in the vanity 
of their minds, having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God through the ignorance that is in them. 
They are also described as being past feeling : 
they gave themselves over to lasciviousness 
to work all uncleaness with greediness. 
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We are living in a different world to-day. 
The sins prevalent now may be different ; 
nevertheless, there is a world of mammon- 
worship, and self-pleasing from which believers 
are summoned and in which they cannot 
consistently or worthily live. There is a 
kind of life which is exceedingly popular in 
our time, and there is a danger that almost 
insensibly we may be affected by it or drawn 
into it. Under the appearance of industry 
and earnestness, how easy it is to glide into 
the worldly life, and to become completely 
absorbed in the transient things of earth to 
the entire neglect of what is higher. There 
are so many things to think and plan about, 
there are so many interests clamouring 
for attention and consideration that the 
spiritual can be crowded out without much 
difficulty. Things which may not be sinful 
in themselves may, if not kept in their proper 
place, prove a serious hindrance to us and may 
render our daily conduct unworthy of the 
Lord . 

The Christian has got to do with the world, 
but it must not be too much with him. He 
cannot be indifferent to its duties and claims, 
its joys and sorrows. But he carries the 
Christian spirit into all these things. While 
- diligent in business, he is fervent in spirit, 

serving the Lord. He does not live merely 
to please self, to gratify his own inclinations, 
to obey His own will If he succeed in life 
he does not make a god of his success; if he 
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should come short of earthly prosperity he 
does not regard all as lost. The horizon of his 
thoughts, hopes and aspirations is not 
bounded by this earth. He has been called 
away from self-indulgence, greed and 
sensuality. On this lower level he does not 
walk; for he knows that he belongs to 
another Kingdom and has been called to 
obey God’s voice, to do His behests and to 
glorify Him. He is summoned to holiness of 
heart and life. 

There is a considerable variety of phraseo- 
logy used in the New Testament to indicate 
what the Christian ideal is. Two or three 
texts I may recall to your memory: “ Ye 
are called not to uncleanness but to holiness ”’: 
“let the peace of God rule in your hearts to 
which ye are called’’; and again we have 
these words: ‘Eternal life whereunto ye are 
called.’”” When we take a comprehensive 
view of the matter we may say that we are 
called to a life of faith and self-surrender, a 
life of humility and patience, a life of kindness 
and forbearance, a life of purity and love. 
In fact the Lord Jesus Who has redeemed us 
becomes our Model, and we are expected to 
be imitators of Him Who has left us an 
example that we should follow His steps. 
And we are to find our inspiration and 
motive power in the sacrifice He offered for 
us on Calvary. As we think of His love so 
great, so free, so boundless, this will prompt 
us to inquire how much we owe to Him. 
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Realizing our indebtedness we give ourselves 
to Him that His Spirit may emancipate us 
from our evil selves and transform us into 
His likeness. 

There is an aspect of salvation which in 
bygone days was frequently dwelt upon— 
namely, deliverance from the penalty of sin, 
escape from its condemnation. This is the 
aspect which appeals most forcibly to those 
who feel the burden and bondage of guilt and 
are inquiring how they may find peace with 
God and a quiet conscience. But salvation 
means much more than that. There is 
another aspect which it is very necessary to 
bear in mind and to emphasize—that is to 
say, deliverance from the thraldom of sin 
and growth in holiness. We are to be 
renewed in the whole man after the image of 
God, and we should walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing. His calling is a high and a 
heavenly calling. In Jesus Christ we see the 
possibilities of humanity realized and we 
have the pattern of what we ought to be. In 
Him also we have the power to strive after the 
ideal, to follow the gleam. And just as the 
increasing strength of the Spring sunshine 
summons the buds out of their folds, 
and the snowdrops hear the call and force 
themselves upward; so when the Lord in His 
grace summons us He inclines our ears to 
hear and enables us to obey His Word and to 
be what we are commanded. 

Those who are thus called are citizens of 
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Heaven even here in the world. They belong 
to a higher order of things than the présent. 
They are subjects of the Kingdom that is not 
of this world. They are fellow-citizens with 
the saints, citizens’of a kingdom of which the 
noblest and mightiest earthly empires are 
but a faint type, a dim shadow, a Kingdom 
that shall have no end. Its strength and 
seat, its glory and victory are in Heaven, but 
it is ours though we are here on earth. In the 
words of Keble— 


‘“Two worlds are ours, ’tis only sin 
Forbids us to descry 
The mystic Heaven and earth within, 
Plain as the sea and sky.” 


While we are not to live as those who have 
no concern about or interest in the loud 
stunning tide of earthly cares and labours the 
spirit which animates us is not to be that of 
the world, but of Him Who is our King. We 
should act in a manner answerable to the 
principles we profess, the immunities we 
enjoy, the hopes we entertain. When 
Alexander was asked to’ run in the Olympic 
games he replied: ‘‘I will if kings are to be 
my antagonists.”” He had an adequate con- 
ception of his Royal dignity, and at no time 
would he act unworthily of it. If his peers 
were forthcoming to meet him he would 
compete in the games; not otherwise. 

English history furnishes an example of a 
man’s elevation to the throne being the 
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occasion of raising him in character and lead- 
ing him to marked amendment of life. Prince 
Henry, afterwards Henry V., ran an extrava- 
gant course during his father’s lifetime. 
According to some accounts at least he was 
the companion of profligates and debauchees. 
Little good was expected from him by those 
who were aware of his doings, associates and 
manner of life. But when on the death of his 
father he came to the throne, ‘‘ consideration. 
like an angel came and whipped the offending 
Adam out of him.” He at once altered his 
course of life; he dismissed his former 
companions; he took leave of the worthless 
and the foolish men he formerly associated 
with, and he would not recognize them again 
unless they gave proof of reformation and 
pursued a career on which he could smile. 
Like Alexander he felt that he had now a 
character and a position to maintain, and he 
was resolved to be mindful of this fact. 

Exalted station or illustrious descent or 
great endowments carry with them corre- 
sponding obligations. ‘‘ Noblesse oblige,” as 
the French say. As there is more expected 
from a prince than from a peasant, and as the 
obligations of free men are greater than those 
of slaves, so more is required of those who are 
called to the heavenly Kingdom than of those 
who belong merely to the earth. They who 
are called to be saints and heirs of everlasting 
glory must walk worthy of their high vocation. 
The Word of God requires and the world 
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justly expects a manifeSt difference between 
the life of believers and that of unbelievers, 
between those who are joined to the Lord and 
those who are joined to their sins. ‘‘ What 
do ye more than others?’”’ This is the 
question, as searching as it is appropriate, 
which may be addressed to all who profess 
to follow Christ and to have the hope of glory. 

Every such one should feel he has a position 
and a character to maintain. Like Henry V., 
seeing they. are called to a kingdom and are 
exalted to a high place, they should cut off 
the habits and break with the companionship 
which would cast a shadow across their 
character, spoil their profession, mar their 
reputation and be unworthy of the kingdom 
and glory into which they have been sum- 
moned. Remember, the Christian life is a 
vocation. If this is forgotten it will never get 
its proper place or have its full power. 
Time, thought and energy must be devoted 
to a matter of such prime importance. If it 
is disparaged, if little is made of it, mis- 
chievous results will follow. There is urgent 
need of using Paul’s prayer: ‘‘ The eyes of 
your understanding being enlightened ye 
may know what is the hope of His calling, 
and what the riches of the glory of His in- 
heritance in the saints.” 

There is another prayer of his very 
appropriate: ‘‘ That ye might be filled with 
the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding that ye might walk 
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worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work and increasing 
in the knowledge of God, strengthened with 
all might according to His glorious power 
unto all patience and long-suffering, giving 
thanks unto the Father which hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light.’ The idealis here a life that is 
pleasing and honouring unto the Lord, a 
life characterized by all-round fruitfulness, 
Strength and earnestness of purpose, 
patience and thankfulness, and progressive 
acquaintance in the knowledge of God. This 
is what you and I are summoned to be like, 
and unless we are in some measure obeying the 
call and are endeavouring after such a life 
there is something wrong. 
Longfellow in his Hiawatha speaks of 
‘““The pleasant water courses 
You could trace them through the valley, 
“ By the rushing in the spring-time, 
By the alders in the summer, 


By the white-fog in the autumn, 
By the black-line in the winter.” 


No less traceable are the lives of really good 
men and women, whose hearts God’s grace 
has touched. The signs following are of 
such a nature that they cannot be hidden. 
The streams of grace may be traced just as 
the brooks and rivers of Nature. If we have 
been with Jesus there will be something to 
indicate the fact; there will not be wanting 
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some evidence that we have come under the 
influence of His love and the power of His 
Evangel. What we are deeply and really 
affects us all through, writes itself on our 
faces, interprets itself by the very tones of 
our voices and the movements of our bodies ; 
even so, if we are true followers of the Lord 
Jesus, it will be seen not only on special 
occasions of worship or in set acts of devotion, 
but also in our daily life, in the things we do 
and say, in the spirit we manifest and the 
influence we exert. We shall live not for self 
but for Him Who has redeemed us, and our 
life will become richer and fuller as time goes 
on, more abundant in works of faith and 
labours of love—those works which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 

“ They shall walk with Me in white,” says 
the Lord, ‘‘ for they are worthy.’’ Of whom 
does He thus speak ? Of those who have not 
defiled their garments; in other words, of 
those who have been faithful to Him and 
mindful of their vocation. Clean robes here 
and shining robes hereafter; such is the 
connection. While our hope of glory is to be 
traced to the mercy of God, to His free, 
unmerited love, at the same time the faith 
which appropriates salvation is not inopera- 
tive; it works by love and overcomes the 
world and purifies the heart. Its outcome 
is a walk and manner of life becoming the 
Gospel, a life that is worthy of Him Who has 
called us into His own Kingdom and glory, 
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worthy of the object He had in view in our 
redemption, worthy of the spirit and example 
of our Lord, and worthy of the precious 
promises He has given us for our solace and 
hope and strength. 





THE INCUBUS LIFTED. 


“The forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” 
EpHESIANs I,, 7. 
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The Incubus Lifted. 


“ The forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace.” 
EPHESIANS I., 7. 


One of the doctrines on which Christians of 
every name and denomination agree is that 
sin may be pardoned. With a good conscience 
they could all join in repeating the words of 
the creed: “I believe in the forgiveness of 
sins.”’ The question then may be asked: 
why deal with a doctrine so universa\ly 
accepted, so generally held? Well, fresh 
interest is being taken in this subject; diffi- 
culties have presented themselves to thought- 
ful people in connection with this doctrine, 
difficulties which do not seem to have troubled 
to the slightest extent the minds of those who 
lived in the earlier centuries. 

There are some who have doubts as to 
whether sin can in any real sense be forgiven. 
They have observed for themselves the work- 
ing of the law—“ whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap ’—and they have got 
to think that the wrong-doer must inevitably 
bear all the consequences of his folly and 
transgression. Others, again, believe in the 
possibility of forgiveness, but they conceive 
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of it as meaning little more than the escaping 
of sin’s penalty and punishment hereafter. 
In dealing briefly and by no means ex- 
haustively with this great subject there are 
three points I should like to touch: the 
nature of sin; the testimony of Scripture in 
regard to pardon; and the consequences of 
receiving Divine forgiveness. 
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It is well to begin with the consideration of 
what sin.is; for if we are wrong in our con- 
ceptions here all our reasonings will be 
vitiated and all our deductions will be errone- 
ous. 

Sin is lawlessness, any want of conformity 
unto or transgression of the law of God. It 
is an offence against Him, an attack upon His 
government. It is a setting of Him at 
defiance, an entire disregarding of His pre- 
cepts. Some, however, do not think of God 
in connection with this thing, but of abstract 
and natural law. Such may speak of sin, 
but they do not mean by it what Scripture 
means when it uses this word. Sin they 
think of as a certain action which starts into 
being certain movements in the machinery 
of Nature and these must work themselves 
out to their inevitable issue. And nobody 
can interfere; so it is alleged. The grief of 
the transgressor or the sympathy of any out- 
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modify the results. 

Afterwards we shall see that the conse- 
quences must remain to some extent at least 
even with the forgiven; but the point I 
want to make here is that if we are to have a 
correct conception of sin we must think of it 
as done against God. If its relation to Him 
is shut out of view we simply make the 
understanding of all that is involved in it an 
impossibility. We may speak of sin as a 
violation of our nature or of abstract law. 
We may speak of it as something negative, 
the defect of good or the absence of true 
being, but it is not thus put in Scripture. 
There we always find it as something com- 
mitted against the will and love of God; 
while man’s responsibility in regard to it is 
first of all and most of all a responsibility 
unto God. 

We may sin against the body and against 
the soul; we may defile thought and corrupt 
imagination; we may have formed such 
habits as make it easy to follow evil courses 
and difficult to practise whatis right. Others, 
again, we may have injured and led astray. 
Now in aJl this we have done wrong in God’s 
sight: we have sinned against His loving 
will; but herein lies the possibility of for- 
giveness. Hence we find in the Old Testa- 
ment proclamation after proclamation, 
promise after promise of the fact that those 
who confess their transgressions and are pre- 


188 


pared to forsake them shall not fail to secure 
a full and free pardon; and we know that the 
purpose of Jesus Christ’s life and death was 
that guilty ones might have redemption, even 
the forgiveness of their sins. 

That which has gone wrong may be put 
right. The soul which has wandered far 
from the path of rectitude may be restored. 
The God of holiness Who disapproves and 
abhors all sin has made provision for ex- 
tending pardon to those who have broken His 
righteous laws. 


II. 


The second point is the testimony of 
Scripture in regard to forgiveness. The Old 
Testament, I have already said, abounds in 
announcements as to the fact that God 
pardons sin. This is true of the historical 
books, of the prophets, and more particularly 
of the Psalms. The people of that distant 
past knew that they had erred and gone 
astray, but it was made known to them that 
with the Lord there is mercy, and they dis- 
covered that in accepting it their life was 
gladdened, brightened, elevated. His for- 
giveness meant for them a changed relation- 
ship to Him and a new attitude to sin. It 
not only dealt with what was wrong in the 
past; it inspired them with a new hope, a 
new confidence for the future. Henceforth 
they would have the desire and the power to 
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renounce sin, to turn away from it and live 
with high aim and noble purpose. 

Many!a metaphor is employed in order to 
exhibit the greatness, the completeness of the 
Lord’s absolution. Such figures as the follow- 
ing are used in regard to sin when pardoned. 
Itis said to be borneor taken away as the scape- 
goat carried the iniquities of Israel into the 
land not inhabited. It is spoken of as 
blotted out like a debt or a bond cancelled or 
a thick cloud dissipated. It is represented 
as being removed from us as far as the East 
is distant from the West. And again it is 
said to be covered, put away out of sight, 
passed by and not remembered, washed away, 
cast behind God’s back or into the depths of 
the sea. 

And when we come to the New Testament 
we have the fact of Divine forgiveness 
enunciated expressly and repeatedly by Jesus 
and His Apostles. In parable, prayer and 
formal discourse the Master taught it and 
required from His followers the forgiving 
spirit because of the merciful treatment they 
had themselves received from God. 

If we think for a moment of the pearl of the 
parables—the prodigal son—there is some- 
thing there that is worth pondering. This 
young.man, according to the representation 
given by Jesus, had sinned recklessly, un- 
restrainedly, disastrously. Let us imagine one 
of our modern philosophers impressing upon 
him the impossibility of forgiveness, assuring 
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him that all hope is gone in regard to his 
“irreparable” mistakes, and urging him to 
bear with patience and resignation the ills 
and misfortunes he had brought upon himself. 
This were a cheerless and frigid message. 

But not thus did Jesus speak. Although 
this young man’s fortune had been squandered 
his health injured, his innocence forfeited, and 
his father’s heart grieved, still hope need not 
be abandoned. ‘There was a father away in 
the old home, and though his heart was sore 
because of the boy’s thoughtlessness and 
waywardness, it was tender with love. The 
thought of that father’s goodness and of the 
abundance in that father’s house was the 
turning point in the prodigal’s career and 
became a new motive of tremendous power. 
This motive acted upon brought him back to 
his father and to the experience of his pardon- 
ing love. Is it possible for us to doubt that 
Jesus meant this to be a picture of the love 
of God? Elder brothers and Pharisees may 
raise objections and grow sullen. Some may 
allege that it is impossible and others that it 
is immoral, but the fact remains that the 
dead in sin become alive again and the lost 
are found. 

The grandest fact we have in the Bible is 
the love of God, the love which is manifested 
to us so fully, so convincingly in Jesus. 
During His public ministry our Lord pro- 
claimed the glorious fact. He spoke of God 
as One with whom there is forgiveness. He 
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Himself exercised the prerogative of pardon 
as you may remember in the case of the 
paralytic brought to Him to be healed. 
When He said: “ thy sins be forgiven thee,”’ 
this word was no less effective than when he 
added: ‘take up thy bed and walk.” 

He Who was Himself without sin, Who never 
made little of sin or extenuated the gravity of 
it nevertheless received sinners and brought 
new hope to them. In His presence and by 
His love a burden seemed to roll from off their 
shoulders, the spring of gratitude began to 
well forth from their hearts and a new and 
better life was entered upon. 

But the forgiveness that is offered to sinners 
comes at a great cost. The central truth of 
the New Testament is the death of Jesus as 
an expiation for sin. God demonstrates His 
own love for us in that while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us. There is some- 
thing in that love thus revealed well calcu- 
lated to touch our hearts, to put sin in a new 
light and also to give us a new conception of 
God. It is not a cheap forgiveness that is 
offered in Jesus Christ. A pardon which cost 
God nothing and which would carry with it 
the thought that sin was nothing to Him 
would be very little appreciated by those 
deeply convicted of its heinousness and 
would be altogether inadequate to their needs. 

But when they realize that God in His Son 
has come into human life and made their 
burdens and responsibilities His own, they 
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have in this a solid foundation for the heart 
and the conscience to rest upon. It is, they 
now perceive, a great, a wonderful, a costly 
forgiveness which is available for them. It 
means sacrifice on the part of Him Who has 
been sinned against. In the loneliness and 
agony of Gethsemane and Calvary depths 
were sounded which we cannot fathom, and 
the love there displayed appeals to us with a 
power which can make all things new. 

Now, sin is a very real thing when viewed 
in the light of the Cross and when the Holy 
Spirit brings home to one what it involves. 
When a man thinks of the evils he has com- 
mitted, the weight on his conscience, the con- 
sequences to himself, and the far-reaching, 
unavoidable influence upon others, these are 
realities which cannot be disputed and from 
which there is no escape. But there is a 
reality deeper still, a reality which appeals to 
him in his wretchedness and bondage and is 
able to effect his deliverance—the love of 
God in Jesus Christ our Lord. “I believe in 
the forgiveness of sins,’’ said a monk to 
Martin Luther when the latter was greatly 
agitated, and was seeking the way of salva- 
tion. “Oh, my sins, my sins! ”’ was Luther’s 
constant cry of distress, from which, however, 
he was greatly relieved by the wholesome 
advice and comforting counsel of Staupitz. 
One day all his fears and terrors had returned 
when the old monk entered his cell, and Luther 
opened his heart to him. The old man could 
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not follow the inquirer in all his doubts and 
perplexities, but he knew the Creed and 
found in one of its articles much consolation 
for his own soul: so he repeated to Luther 
the cheering words: ‘I believe in the for- 
giveness of sins.” This was a message to the 
penitent’s heart. These words, spoken with 
sincerity and in the decisive moment dis- 
pelled his fears and diffused comfort in 
his mind. From that moment light sprang 
up in his rejoicing heart and soon began the 
great Reformer’s life-work. 


III. 


The third point is the consequence of 
receiving the forgiveness of sins. When a 
man gets right with God, becomes reconciled 
to Him through the death of His Son, he is 
released from a heavy burden and from many 
hindrances. He obtains peace of conscience, 
and he feels that he can now make a fresh 
start and in more favourable conditions. 
When we have had experience of the amazing 
mercy of God in Christ, when we know some- 
thing of the greatness of the grace which 
bringeth salvation, we are astonished at the 
goodness of God. Our hearts are filled with 
gratitude and joy. One effect of being for- 
given is grateful surprise. It seems almost 
too good to be true, but we soon begin to 
understand that such a gracious act is worthy 
of God and His glorious love. 
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Another result of being pardoned is that 
there will be regret for the sin-stained past 
and the desire to glorify God in the future. 
When we think of redeeming love and all that 
it has achieved for us, this awakens our love 
in return. The sense of forgiveness calls 
forth our gratitude and our warm affection. 
Those who are forgiven much will love much. 
Paul would never have been such a believer 
in grace or such an enthusiastic worker or 
such a lover of men had he not been a bitter 
and unrelenting persecutor. We read of the 
woman who was a sinner that when she came 
to Jesus she washed His feet with her tears 
and wiped them with the hairs of her head 
and anointed them with the ointment. Her 
love was intense, for she was forgiven much. 
It might have seemed to the poor penitent 
that her tears soiled those blessed feet; but 
no! Asone has said: ‘‘ She cleansed both His 
feet and her soul that hour.” 

The sense of pardon produces hatred of 
sin on the one hand and love of the Saviour 
on the other. Hence the Gospel sanctifies, 
delivers from the thraldom of sin and brings 
us through the power of love into the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God. Let me narrate 
an incident which may be taken as illustrating 
in some measure the powerful effect forgive- 
ness may have upon the guilty. In Russia 
manly years ago a regiment of troops mutinied. 
They were at some distance from the capital, 
and were so furious that they murdered their 
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officers and resolved never to submit to 
discipline. The Emperor, who was an ex- 
ceedingly sagacious man, no sooner heard of 
it than he went unattended into the barracks 
where the men were drawn up, and addressing 
them sternly said: ‘‘ Soldiers, you have com- 
mitted such offences against the law that you 
all deserve to be put to death. There is no 
hope of mercy for one of you unless you lay 
down your arms immediately and surrender 
at discretion to me, your Emperor.” How 
did they receive this? There and then they 
complied with the Emperor’s demand. They 
threw down their arms and _ surrendered. 
Then he said at once: “ Men, I pardon you, 
and you will be the bravest troops I ever 
had’’; and they were, too, as the issue 
proved. They became his most loyal and 
intrepid soldiers. 

May we not think of God as saying some- 
thing like this to sinners —“ lay aside your 
weapons of rebellion at once; submit to My 
authority ; believe in the Word of the Cross. 
If you do this your sins are forgiven, and you 
will become the most loving, devoted and 
grateful creatures My hands have made. 
Your hearts will respond to the love which 
has interposed on your behalf, and among the 
sweetest notes that shall sound around My 
throne will be your ‘songs of gratitude‘and 
praise.” 

So then we can say to everyone whose 
conscience is burdened, whose will is enslaved, 
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whose imagination is defiled, whose heart is 
estranged from holiness there is forgiveness in 
Christ. Believe in Him, turn your face 
toward Him, and you will be pardoned, 
accepted, saved. God now sees you in His 
Son, looks not upon your past failure and 
unworthiness, and beholds the righteousness 
to which you will yet attain. For the future 
He trusts you, has confidence in you, puts 
you upon your honour, so to speak, and thus 
you are enabled to start afresh, strong in 
His grace to use aright the opportunities 
which come with each returning day, and to 
discharge faithfully the duties which devolve 
upon you as the weeks and months pass by. 

But, while there is forgiveness for the chief 
of sinners there are certain consequences of 
sin which must remain. Sin is sure to find 
one out. The punishment comes sometimes 
in the body, sometimes in the mind and soul, 
sometimes through the judgment of society, 
sometimes in the sense of self-loathing and 
self-humiliation. Besides, there is often the 
force of evil habit to be reckoned with, and 
this makes the struggle for the future all the 
more difficult and painful. 

But, this must not be taken as meaning 
that all the results of sin are irreversible, or 
that all we can do is to accept heroically the 
situation as we have made it, and to live out 
our life with unwavering resignation on the 
low level to which sin has brought it. This 
would be to forget the grace of God and the 
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power of His love. This would also be to 
forget that even the punishment that naturally 
follows the sin of those who are forgiven in a 
world ruled by a loving Father is discipline, 
and that its end is the rescue of the soul. 

““ There are”’ (writes Dr. Denney from whose 
“Can Sin be forgiven? ’’ I have received 
hints for this sermon) ‘‘ consequences of sin, 
both bodily and spiritual effects of it on the 
physique, the imagination, the emotions, the 
capacity for particular kinds of service that 
do not disappear with reconciliation.”” Such 
is the fact; but the more those who are for- 
given recognize this and the justice of it, the 
greater will be their hatred of the unworthy 
past, the more completely will their hearts be 
opened to the holy love of God and its healing 
efficacy. In that love they have the 
assurance that even the hindrances and 
limitations they now suffer from will yet be 
transcended, and in the meantime are over- 
ruled for good. , 

The penitent, accordingly, need not despair 
about the past and its consequences. In 
Christ they have got a new sense of the love 
of God and of its power on their behalf. The 
years that are gone are not altogether lost; 
they may in some measure be restored, while 
the future is pregnant with glorious possi- 
bilities of faithfulness, devotedness and self- 
denial in the service of Him Who has said: 
“thy sins are forgiven thee; go in peace.” 
Those who live by faith in Christ and under 
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the influence of the grace He imparts should 
never question or hesitate about the fact of 
the forgiveness of all their sins. 


“ Yes from our sins the Judge of men will save us, 
Those haunting sins that made us once their prey, 
That stand accusing in the light He gave us 
Or lurk amid the shadows on our way. 


**We seek release from bondage and oppression 
Ere yet His warfare in the heart begins ; 
But He was born to put away transgression, 

He came from God to save us from our sins. 


**O Love too costly for our cold believing, 
All our sins were to Him we cannot know, 
But the true victim of their guilt receiving 
On to His inmost victory we go.” . 
AMEN. 





PROFITABLE THINKING: 
A NEW YEAR'S SERMON. 


“ey thought on my ways, ane turned my feet unto Thy testimonies.” 
PsaLm CXIX., 59. 





Profitable Thinking —A New 
Year's Sermon. 


“TI thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto 


Thy testimonies.” 
PsaLM CXIX., 59. 


We have entered upon a New Year, another 
year of effort and uncertainty, privilege and 
responsibility. One day may be as solemn 
as another, and no day should find us thought- 
less and prayerless, for every hour is precious. 
But the beginning of another year should lead 
us to reflection, should bring home to us the 
rapid flight of time, and should remind us of 
the desirability of examining ourselves and 
considering our ways. 

We have left another year behind us, and 
we cannot get back its time and its oppor- 
tunities of love and service. These are gone 
beyond recall, and soon it may be this will be 
true of our earthly life as a whole. It is 
fitting and appropriate that we should con- 
sider again our attitude to God and think of 
what we are making out of our faculties, 
talents and opportunities. 

We may look at the beginning of another 
year as a fresh start which God gives us and a 
fresh opportunity of amending what is de- 
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fective and of correcting what is wrong. The 
road behind us records many an error, many 
a failure. As we recall the past there may be 
much that gives us little joy or satisfaction ; . 
our recollections are not so sweet and glad- 
some as they might have been. Is it so that 
vows were not kept, that resolutions were 
broken, that impressions for good were 
transient? For some of us, perhaps, the past 
speaks of indecision, procrastination, aimless- 
ness, supineness, misspent time and misused 
talents. If so, you do not surely wish this 
year also to be thus marred and soiled! Is it 
not your desire to meet the untried experi- 
ences in front of you with your sins forgiven, 
your heart cleansed, your will made strong 
through the grace of Christ? I sincerely 
trust so. 


“Time, the sole battle ground of right and wrong, 
Art thou a time for sport 
And for a song ?”’ 


zr 


Let us first consider THE NEED OF EARNEST 
THOUGHT AND REFLECTION. Want of thought 
ruins men; especially when it is want of 
thought about their manner of life. Some 
give little or no attention to the things of 
paramount importance. Every day they 
have many subjects before their minds, but 
seldom if ever do they consider their ways or 
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their responsibility for the use they are 
making of their life and the opportunities life 
carries with it. 

Cato, though a heathen, exacted from 
himself an account of every day’s business at 
night. He did not, we are told, allow sleep to 
descend upon his eyelids until he reviewed 
the words and actions of the day and passed 
judgment upon them. Will not Cato rise up 
in the judgment to condemn the men of this 
generation who do not take the trouble to 
look into their hearts, to think on their ways 
and scrutinize their actions ? 

Long, long ago a golden crown was offered 
as a reward to the sage who should produce 
the wisest saying. The prize was awarded 
to one who wrote in two words a sentence 
which has been greatly admired. It remains 
still a grand and striking utterance. The 
words when translated are: ‘‘ Know thy- 
self.” They were sculptured on all the noble 
public buildings of Greece; and not without 
reason. For the understanding of one’s 
character is a noble attainment. Self- 
knowledge lies at the root of all true wisdom. 
Until a man knows something of his sin he 
will not seek for pardon; until he realizes 
his weakness he will not crave for strength ; 
until he knows his special dangers and temp- 
tations he will not be on his guard against the 
one or the other. 

Without meditation and earnest considera- 
tion men enter into bye-ways and lose them- 
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selves. They become absorbed in the pursuit 
of business. So engrossed do they become 
with this, that and the other project that they 
have no time and no inclination for thinking 
about the things that belong to their peace. 
Their spiritual welfare is not a matter which 
gives them any concern. The fact of their 
breaking God’s commandments and neglect- 
ing the exhortations and wooings of His Word 
does not disquiet them. They do not know, 
they do not consider. The situation urgently 
calls for the earnest reflection that leads to 
self-knowledge, and self-knowledge is the 
avenue to a change of heart and a true 
amendment of life. “It is good thinking 
which issues in sorrow for the sin of the past 
and in the resolve to make, in God’s strength, 
the future better and holier.” 

Truly, it is a memorable hour in any one’s 
experience when by serious thought and self- 
examination an altered aspect is given to the 
whole life and the years ahead become 
different from those which have gone before. 
Let this first Lord’s day of the New Year 
awaken thought in regard to your ways and 
your relationship to Him Who came to set 
sinners right and bring them to God. He can 
make all things new for you; He can fill your 
heart with a new hope and a new life. Beno 
longer thoughtless in regard to His love and 
sacrifice. Open the door and let Him in, 
and then everything will be altered. Say to 
Him in the silence of your soul as you think of 
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your need and of that love of His which 
passeth knowledge: Come in, Thou blessed 
of the Lord, why standest Thou without ? 


II. 


Let usnow consider some of THE DIFFICULTIES 
CONNECTED WITH THINKING ON ONE’S WAYS. 
Such thinking is not very pleasant work if the 
truth must be told. It is not at all congenial 
to one’s tastes, and therefore many shrink 
from it. There is much revealed that one 
would rather forget or conceal; for one’s 
ways are so faulty, so misdirected, so perverse 
that one’s examination of them is sure to be 
accompanied with regrets. But just for that 
very reason this exercise is a very healthy 
and necessary one. 

1. One difficulty to be encountered is that 
of being entirely sincere with oneself as to 
the discovery of the facts. This may seem 
an extraordinary statement to make in an age 
whose proud boast is that it seeks and prizes 
truth above all else. Such a boast is not 
altogether baseless. It is frequently alleged 
that there never was a time when there was a 
more general or real desire to know the truth 
than there is to-day. ‘There is a difference, 
however, between the desire to know pre- 
cisely what was the actual state of affairs in 
the world during past ages and the honest 
investigation of one’s own frailties, besetments 
and special needs. 
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A man may be earnest in dispelling the 
illusions of the past, illusions of ignorance, 
superstition, bigotry ; he may be enthusiastic 
in trying to get to the bottom of things and 
see them as they actually are. He may be 
zealous in unmasking the hypocrite, in detect- 
ing the impostor, in exposing shams and 
frauds. But all this has to do with things 
outside himself, and it is possible to be a 
passionate devotee of truth in such directions 
and yet break down utterly in the direction of 
self-scrutiny and self-knowledge. 

Iilusions may have gathered round the 
soul, and they need to be dispelled. Some 
shrink from facing the subtle workings and 
doings in the little world of the heart—the 
heart with its curious recesses and many 
hiding-places. If you have been erring in 
this respect let the present season be a re- 
minder of what your duty is: let it be a 
solemn call to self-investigation. If it is 
important to know about public affairs, the 
facts of history, the questions of the day, 
interesting things about notable men and 
places, you surely should not neglect the 
momertous matter of your own spiritual 
state. That you should think on your ways 
in order to attain self-knowledge is of vast 
importance. To this subject fail not to give 
due attention. 

One needs to exercise thought in regard to 
one’s worldly affairs and to ascertain how one 
stands, otherwise things may go all wrong and 
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financial ruin may ensue. The affairs of the 
soul, if they do not receive attention, may 
bring far worse ruin. The folly of neglecting 
your higher interests is much greater than 
that manifested by being slack with regard 
to worldly matters. Let the love of truth 
and the sense of what is becoming impel you 
to examine into those matters which peculiarly 
and intimately concern you, and about which 
it is good for you to know as much as you 
possibly can. Is not your life a failure, are 
not the years wasted unless you have attained 
to the faith which grasps the unseen and the 
hope which amid all storms and tempests is 
the sure and steadfast anchor of the soul ? 


“For lacking this no man hath health, 
And lacking this no man hath wealth, 
For land is trash and gold is dross, 
Success is failure, gain is loss, 
Unless there lives in the human soul 
As hither and thither its passions roll— 
Tossed on the waves of this mortal sea, 
A hope and a trust and a will and a faith 
That is stronger than life and stronger than death, 
And equal to eternity.” 


2. Another hindrance to thinking on one’s 
ways is moral cowardice. This is entirely 
different from the cowardice that is physical, 
One of the noble things about human nature 
is the willingness with which men expose 
themselves to danger and death for the sake 
of friend or fatherland. There is no lack of 
instances of bravery and heroism with a 


208 


sublime indifference to personal safety if 
some one in peril needs to be rescued, if the 
weak and unprotected have come to grief, or 
if the interests of the Empire and the progress 
of science should demand it. Physical 
courage is a grand gift and always evokes 
heartiest praise. 

But there is a bravery of a different kind, 
there is a moral heroism called for to enable 
one to face the problems of one’s spiritual 
nature. Some do not care to consider their 
ways lest they should be disturbed by what 
they might discover; or they do not wish 
to unsettle the favourable opinion they and 
pethaps their friends entertain concerning 
them. In the human heart there may be 
much that is hideous, revolting, vile, and 
then moral courage is needed to go below the 
surface. It is not easy to allow conscience to 
bring back to recollection the unpleasant 
things which have been buried deep down, 
the ghosts and spectres one would rather 
forget for ever. Through moral cowardice 
there are those who refuse to look at the past 
record of their soul’s history, conflicts and 
defeats. They decline to make any investi- 
gation. They will not examine the wounds 
of the soul, however urgent the necessity. 

I remember reading a number of years ago 
about a distinguished Englishman who nearly 
lost his life in Egypt. He was travelling to 
prosecute his favourite studies, and was 
returning to his boat on the Nile after examin- 
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ing some antiquities in the neighbourhood, 
when he trod accidentally on a serastes—a 
snake of the same species as that which long 
ago ended the life of Cleopatra. When he 
felt that he had been bitten and saw the 
deadly reptile, he lost not a moment in 
making his way to the boat which, for- 
tunately, was only a few yards distant. He 
called for a hot iron, which soon came to 
hand, and then he applied it to the wound, 
holding it there until he had burned out the 
poisoned flesh down to the very bone. When 
he returned to Cairo, a doctor said to him: 
“if you had acted with less decision your life 
must have been forfeited.” 

Brethren, we are all more alive to the 
warding off of physical dangers than of 
spiritual, more solicitous about the health of 
the body than about the health of the soul, 
yet the latter is far more precious. Will any 
of you shrink from mental pain by system- 
atically refusing to probe spiritual wounds, 
leaving them just as they are, hoping all will 
come right in the end? It is natural to do 
this, but it is not safe, and it is not wise. If 
you know of any sin which ought to be 
exterminated and through cowardice you allow 
it to remain, it will fester in your moral 
system, and it will expose you to dangers 
greater than you are aware of. 

3. Another hindrance to self-knowledge 
is the curiosity which busies itself about other 
people’s matters. I thought on MY ways, 
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said the Psalmist. Let a man examine HIM- 
SELF, wrote the Apostle Paul. We are all 
anxious enough to pry into the concerns of 
others. As a rule we are willing enough to 
note the defects of our neighbours, the weak 
points of our acquaintances: for some at 
least this is a pleasant enough business and 
quite congenial. But when it comes to be a 
matter of thinking on one’s own ways, the 
duty is not quite so agreeable. On the con- 
trary it is irksome, painful, wearisome. If 
carried out faithfully it may hurt one’s 
vanity, may overthrow the flattering estimate 
one has formed of oneself. 

But it is better to face the facts. To act 
like the ostrich which hides its head in the 
sand and thereby thinks it is screening its 
whole body is supremely unwise and short- 
sighted. Even though the truth about my- 
self should be unpalatable or even humiliating, 
it is better for me to know it than to go on 
living in the atmosphere of self-deception, 
however pleasant. There may be follies and 
frailties which have escaped my notice 
because I have not gone down into my inner 
nature: hence the need for thinking on my 
ways in order to ascertain wherein I may have 
been erring or have been self-deluded. 


pa RE 


And now let us consider briefly the ap- 
VANTAGES THAT MAY RESULT FROM SUCH SELF- 
SCRUTINY. Earnest consideration may issue 


21I 

in conversion; an hour of serious reflection 
may lead to a blessed reformation of life. 
There are some amongst and around us to 
whom Christ is not a great reality in their 
daily life: they do not love and serve Him; 
they have not His peace and love shed 
abroad in their hearts. Their greatest need 
is conversion or turning unto the Lord with 
all their heart, renouncing unbelief, worldli- 
ness, selfishness. Let no one say, such 
language is cant. 

The experience indicated by the word 
“conversion ’’ has been a familiar one not 
only during a Revival season such as 1859, 
when interest in the things of the soul was 
intense and widespread, but also in the 
quieter and less fruitful periods of the 
Church’s life. The sinner may be forgiven, 
filled with joy and peace in believing, turned 
from darkness to light. What a blessing it 
would be to those who are standing aloof 
from Christ if they would turn their faces 
toward Him and permit Him to govern their 
lives! Should we not labour and pray that 
such may find in Him a cleansed heart; an 
inspired will, a new hope and a new life? 

And even in the case of those who have 
made the great decision, it is appropriate that 
they also should think on their ways and take 
stock of their spiritual standing. For all are 
constantly being tempted to sin; fresh 
dangers are constantly arising, so that we 
need to bring ourselves repeatedly to the 
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bar of conscience. We never enjoy im- 
munity from sin, and as we advance frqm 
youth to middle age and from middle azote 
old age new forms of temptation assail. If 
we fail to review what takes place within us, 
if we cease to take strict note of the direction 
in which our lives are gravitating, much that 
is vital may be neglected, we may un- 
consciously deteriorate in character and thus 
suffer spiritual loss. But when we closely 
and frequently inspect the manner and teno 
of our life, when we commune with our own 
hearts, this, through the Divine blessing, will 
keep us from drifting and prevent us from 
forsaking the Source of all strength. Our 
feet will be turned unto God’s testimonies, and 
we shall be empowered to walk humbly with 
Him. We shall live to Him Who in His love 
gave Himself for us that we might be loosed 
from our sins and become heirs of ever- 
lasting glory. If it is thus with us, this will 
be a Happy New Year for us, and all our 
years will be glad with His presence and 
radiant with His smile. 


‘Hours and days and months and years 
Come and go, arise and fall, 
Gains and losses, smiles and tears 
Freely scattered through them all; 
O my Saviour! let them-be 
(Pregnant with Thy love divine) 
Spent in better serving Thee 
And becoming wholly Thine.” 


AMEN. 


SWEET AFTER BITTER. 


“And they came to Elim where were twelve springs of water 
and three score and ten palm trees, and they encamped there 
by the waters.” 

ExopDuUs XV., 27. 





Sweet after Bitter. 


** And they came to Elim where weretwelve springs 
of water and threescore and ten palm trees, and they 
encamped there by the waters.” 

Exopus XV., 27. 


Israel in the wilderness may be taken as a 
type of our pilgrimage through life) From 
the ancient narrative we may learn many 
lessons for our own guidance, lessons which 
should be helpful, instructive and encourag- 
ing. Those things ‘‘ written aforetime were 
written for our learning that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope.”” As we read we should endeavour 
to make the application which will be service- 
able to us in our pilgrim-journey through the 
world. While other things such as geo- 
graphy, history and kindred matters may 
engage our attention, this the practical side 
of Scripture must not be overlooked. 
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Notice, first, the CHEQUERED EXPERIENCES 
OF LIFE. ‘The children of Israel had passed 
through the dangerous sea and were more 
than conquerors. But the bitter followed 
close upon the heels of the sweet. In a short 
time they found themselves suffering acutely 
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from want of water. Their difficulties, in- 
stead of melting away altogether, seemed to 
be only reappearing in a new form. They 
must not any longer, they perceive, think of 
a triumphant progress which knows no 
interruption, but must reckon on a weary, 
trying road which might cause the heart to 
sink, faith to waver and perseverance to flag. 

In life there is a strange alternation of glad- 
ness and sorrow, smiles and tears, sunshine 
and cloud. Bright and triumphant experi- 
ences may be succeeded by inconveniences 
and vexations of one kind and another. Life 
may for a time seem crowded with glory and 
wanting in nothing to make it desirable; 
but ere long, it may be, the joy of these 
halcyon days bursts like a bubble, and there 
opens to view a dreary, arid waste like 
the wilderness of Shur. This dark ex- 
perience may again be succeeded by new 
comforts and seasons of joy. After the Red 
Sea deliverance and the anthem of praise 
inspired thereby came Marah’s bitter waters ; 
and then ‘“‘they came to Elim where were 
twelve springs of water and three score and 
ten palm-trees, and they encamped there by 
the waters.” 

This has some resemblance to what has 
happened or may happen to ourselves. As 
we take a retrospective glance we can remem- 
ber times when our hearts were filled with 
joy: life was gladsome and enjoyable, and 
then some reverse or bereavement came 
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causing disappointment and sorrow. When 
such dark experiences befall us it may seem 
as if all were lost. We may be almost in 
despair and suppose that there is little or no 
hope of ever having a bright and sunny 
season again. 

But that is a mistake. The Elim may not 
be so far distant from the Marah. ‘Though 
grief and disappointment may have visited 
us, though we have been obliged to endure 
hardness and meet with unexpected checks, 
we must not be impatient or rebellious or 
faithless. We must not suppose ourselves 
the plaything of an unrelenting destiny. 
Life is not all darkness, grief and weariness. 
Along the way are found not only the dis- 
comfort of Marah and its nauseous waters, 
but also the comforts of Elim and its refresh- 
ing shade. 

If there are times when it is hard to praise 
God and be submissive to the orderings of His 
Providence, there are other seasons when it is 
easy to sing the song of thanksgiving and 
accept His will. It is good at all times to 
commit our way unto Him, to recognize His 
hand and to yield obedience to His Word. 
He can change the bitter to the sweet; He 
can make the bright succeed the dark; He 
can bring order out of confusion and good out 
of evil. The chequered experiences we pass 
through are well fitted to prove us, to reveal 
what is in us, to convince us of the impatience, 
pride and waywardness there may be in our 
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-hearts when the testing time comes. It is 
well if we learn from the changing vicissitudes 
of life to acknowledge God in all our ways, to 
rely upon His love and depend upon His 
grace. 

** Just to let Thy Father do 

What He will. 

Just to know that He is true 
And be still. 

Just to let Him take the care 
Sorely pressing, 

Finding all we let Him bear 
Changed to blessing. 

This is all! And yet the way, 
Marked by Him Who loves thee best ! 

Secret of a happy day, 
Secret of His promised rest.” 


II. 


Notice, in the second place, that there are 
Elim spots, places where Cool, SHADE, ABUN- 
DANT WATERS, REST AND REFRESHMENT ARE 
PROVIDED FOR US ALONG OUR WAY THROUGH 
LIFE. But lately the Israelites were toiling 
through a dry, parched wilderness only to 
reach waters of bitterness, and then all at 
once they found themselves among groves of 
palms where they could stretch themselves 
on the soft grass under the shadow of the 
tall trees and listen to the murmur of the 
babbling brook which flowed from the springs 
down the valley. 

This Elim would be a welcome change for 
those who were suffering from the stress and 
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strain and weariness of the toilsome way. 
Here encamped by the waters they could rest 
awhile and recruit their exhausted energies, 
secure from enemies, screened from the heat. 
Here they would find a scene which in com- 
parison with the wilderness would be alto- 
gether lovely. Here they could slake their 
thirst and rest their weary limbs and tired 
eyes, and enjoy shelter and shade. Thus 
they had a season of refreshment and solace 
before they encountered another trial of their 
faith and patience. 

In this we may see the wisdom of God’s 
guidance. He did not take them straight 
from the difficulty with regard to the water 
to the next difficulty regarding the bread. 
He did not suffer them to be tried beyond 
what they were able to bear. Between one 
testing experience and another Elim was 
interjected. The Hand that overshadowed 
them brought them to a pleasant and restful 
place where their strength would be renewed 
and their disposition to grumble overcome for 
the time being. 

And is it not so with us? God does give us 
even here seasons of repose, satisfaction, 
comfort. Bunyan’s pilgrim had not gone far 
beyond the lions when he came to the Palace 
Beautiful. On the other side of Doubting 
Castle were the Delectable Mountains. 

Life is not altogether hard, black and 
dreary. ‘The world is not altogether a vale of 
tears. Even in the case of those who suffer 
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the sharpest afflictions, there are bright Elim 
spots here and there. In the times of hottest 
persecution there were intervals of respite. 
The Covenanters used to speak of these as 
“the blinks.” Even in their darkest days 
there were some blinks of sunshine. 

When we come to think of it we perceive 
how necessary the Elim experience is and also 
how foolish it were to expect it to continue 
all the way of our pilgrimage. If there were 
not bright and refreshing spots where we can 
rest and be thankful; if life were all labour, 
strain and difficulty, buoyancy of spirit 
would be destroyed and hope would be 
crushed out of the heart. Labour un- 
sweetened by rest, dark days unrelieved by 
bright ones would have disastrous results for 
body, mind and spirit. We need an Elim 
after a Marah as a preparation for new 
difficulties and fresh trials farther on. 

On the other hand life cannot be all an 
Elim. Were schoolboys their own masters, 
the hours for work would be very short, if 
they would not disappear altogether. Young 
people do not always realize the need of work, 
eatnest application and industry. And what 
children we all are so far as the spiritual 
education of life is concerned! Not infre- 
quently we think that if we were in God’s 
place we would arrange matters so differ- 
ently; there would be fewer perplexities ; 
there would be no disasters, no hard discipline, 
no bitter tears, no distressing experiences. 
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But God knows we need different treat- 
ment if we are ever to become robust and 
useful, capable of energy and endurance. 
Our Master knows that we need to be taught 
faith, patience, resignation, self-denial; and 
these things can only come to us through the 
hard, stern discipline of life by meeting in the 
right spirit those disagreeable experiences of 
life which we would very much prefer to 
avoid. ‘‘ Faith,” in the words of Samuel 
Rutherford, ‘‘is the better of the free air and 
of the sharp winter storm in its face.” 

There are some who, as they scan their past 
lives, can discover a time of affliction when 
they were forced to think of eternal things 
and to set their affections on things above. 
Some there are who have had the sting of 
trial taken away by teceiving into their 
hearts the spirit of faith and submission ; 
some through ill-success have had their souls 
weaned from the world and their thoughts 
turned to the more enduring substance. 
The words of Coventry Patmore are true of 
not a few as they look over the way by which 
they have been led :— 


‘But looking backward through his tears 

With vision of maturer scope, 

How often one dead joy appears 
The platform of some better hope ! 

And, let us own, the sharpest smart 
Which human patience may endure 

Pays light for that which leaves the heart 
More generous, dignified and pure.” 
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But while these sterner experiences fulfil an 
important mission and are indispensable to 
the spiritual education of life, there are 
Elims here and there where we cannot but 
think of the beauty, the brightness and the 
joy of earth, and the goodness of God to us in 
the advantages and comforts we enjoy. The 
Marah that went before makes the wells of 
Elim all the sweeter and the shade of the 
trees all the more soothing and delightful. 


ITT. 


These Elim-spots with their refreshment 
and rest have their LESSONS TO TEACH US AND 
MAY BRING MUCH COMFORT, STRENGTH AND 
BLESSING. ‘They give us leisure to review the 
past, to digest the results of our experience, 
and to glean the harvest before it is forgotten 
and allowed to run to waste unimproved. 
Time for thought is given, and that in itself 
is no small boon. After work and danger, 
difficulty and sorrow it is good to reach a 
stage where the lessons of the past may be 
gathered up, where we may consider our 
failures and our successes and trace the 
Divine hand, if we can, in all that has gone 
before. Wecan perhaps remember difficulties 
which we thought insurmountable, and yet 
they disappeared, bereavements which we 
thought must darken all the future, and yet 
grace has called us to see some light in the 
cloud, mistakes and failures from which we 
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have learned humility and the insufficiency of 
our own resources. 

Looking back over the past can we say :— 
“hitherto hath the Lord helped us; He has 
been leading us and shaping our ends; He 
has attended us on our pilgrimage, and 
because of this there is a land of promise 
before us. We are not wandering aimlessly 
through a meaningless journey toward the 
bourne of nowhere and nothing. ‘The love of 
God that started us on the journey is guiding 
us to the appointed goal. We are in the 
hands of One Who is infinitely wise and good, 
and we are fulfilling a higher will than our 
own. 

Surely we owe our thanks to God for lead- 
ing us past Marah to Elim, from brackish 
springs to sweet wells of water, from the land 
of disappointment and suffering to the place 
of peace and joy. I like to hear, as I some- 
times do, an aged person say in the quiet 
evening of life some such words as these :— 
‘‘God has been good to me; I have had my 
trials, my frustrated expectations, but He 
has been with me through all, has kept and 
supported me all the way; so far from 
repining at His Providence I have much 
reason to bless His Name.” 

Surely, if any one had large experience of 
life’s crosses and tribulation, it was the 
Apostle Paul. Read what he tells of his 
labours, sufferings, privations, loneliness, and | 
then think of how little account all these 
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things were in his eyes in comparison with the 
treasure he had found in Christ. Was he not 
writing out of his own experience when he 
said :—‘‘ Our light affliction which is but for 
a moment worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory? ’’ He knew the 
secret by which loss could be turned into gain, 
sorrow into joy, the cross into a crown. 

At our Elims we have not only an oppor- 
tunity of thinking about the past and garner- 
ing the lessons of experience, but also of 
preparing for the future that we may be 
fitted for its work and the tasks it may 
bring. At these pauses we can have not 
‘only the backward look, but also a forward 
look and an opportunity of recovering 
strength, of gathering force for new and 
fruitful effort. If we regard, as we properly 
may, our Sabbath days as Elims—well, 
they are the beginning of the weeks that 
are allotted to us. The Lord’s day, the first 
day of the week, when used aright, will bless 
and sanctify the days that follow. It affords 
an opportunity for thanksgiving because of 
the past and is a preparation for new labour 
and service. 

We think of the future and turn our faces 
to it reverently and earnestly. We realize 
(do we not ?) our need of a Divine helper and 
guide, if we would make the future better 
than the past, fuller of faith, hope and God. 
We are still in the wilderness, so to speak. 
There are still dangers to assail us and 
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temptations to test us, and the road may 
wind up-hill all the way even unto the end. 
Are we making the best use of our quiet 
resting-places, our Sabbaths and sacraments, 
our seasons of meditation, praise and prayer, 
appropriating the grace that will make us 
strong, patient and courageous in all that 
may await us? 

“And they came to Elim where were 
twelve wells of water and three score and ten 
palm-trees, and they encamped there by the 
waters.”’ There they would recruit their 
strength for the journey that lay before them. 
And what refreshment and comfort may we 
not receive from the means of grace! What 
joy may we not have in drawing water out of 
the wells of salvation! We are reminded of 
Him Who is “as rivers of water in a dry 
place and as the shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land.” With Him as our Helper and 
Friend we need not fear. If we abide in Him 
there is no valley of trouble without its door 
of hope, there is no Marah without its healing 
tree, there is no barren wilderness without its 
manna, there is no prison without some 
gleams of light, there is no fiery trial without 
some comfort and compensation. From Him 
we may learn how bitter waters are sweetened, 
how heavy burdens are lightened, and how 
death itself is robbed of its sting. 

In Him we have exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises sufficient for every one who 
pleads them and relies upon them, sufficient 
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to cheer and sustain every day and in every 
exigency until the weary journey is ended 
and the Land of Promise is reached. Is 
there any message in what I have been saying 
to your heart? Have you any desire to 
start on this wonderful journey? If so, 
begin now and with a new hope set out on 
the way that leads to the City of God. 


BEST LOVE OF ALL. 


“ Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestewed 
upon us, that we should be called children of God: and such 
we are.” 

1 JouNIII.,1. (R.V.) 











Best Love of all. 


“Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called children 
of God: and such we are.” 

I Joun III., 1. (R.V.) 


There are many marvels in the earth, the 
sea and the starry heavens. Human life 
itself is a wonderful thing. There are times 
when this fact is borne in upon us power- 
fully, times when we fully realize that we 
exist as intelligent, gifted, responsible beings 
in a vast universe which is full of marvel and 
mystery. Those star-lit heavens above our 
heads, this world of nature round about us, 
this surging sea of human history some 
murmurs of which we have heard, this rest- 
less ocean of thought, emotion and endeavour 
which we call humanity—has it any meaning 
or purpose? Is there a God Who knows 
and cares, Who guides and overrules? Here 
we are living, active, responsible beings 
passing on our way through a world packed 
with interest and mystery, and we naturally 
want to know something about the life we 
live, the experiences we undergo and the forces 
that environ us. Above all, we are desirous 
of understanding something about the nature 
of God and His thoughts concerning His 
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creatures who have been stained and scarred 
by sin and have felt the weight of its yoke. 


‘‘ Philosophers have measur’d mountains, 
Fathom’d the depths of seas, of states, and kings, 
Walk’d with a staffe to heav’n, and trac’d foun- 
tains : 
But there are two vast, spacious things, 
The which to measure it doth more behove : 
Yet few there are that found them; Sinne and 
Love.” 


Thus wrote saintly George Herbert, and 
with good reason might he do so. The text 
I have chosen to-day invites us to a con- 
templation of one of the two marvellous 
objects Herbert spoke of and by far the more 
attractive of the two. ‘‘ Behold what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called children of 
God: and such we are.” 

Sin indeed is hideous and repellent enough 
whether we think of it as attaching to our- 
selves or as belonging to others, whether we 
view it as affecting the individual or the race. 
An earnest consideration of the nature, 
history and consequences of sin is a whole- 
some exercise for the mind, and is an appro- 
priate preparation for the glad announcement 
which speaks of God’s redeeming love. When 
a man is awake to the grim reality of sin and 
its penalties, when his soul is agitated by a 
sense of its guilt and bondage and tyranny, 
to what refuge can he betake himself ? Where 
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will he seek relief and shelter? How shall 
he escape from the net in which he feels him- 
self ensnared? ‘There is one sure source of 
comfort and hope, namely, that which is 
found in the love of God revealed to us in 
Jesus Christ, a love so great, so wonderful, so 
far transcending all our thought and know- 
ledge. Let those whose hearts are weary 
and whose souls are vexed with bitter, but 
unavailing regrets turn from the vision of their 
sorrow and misery unto Him Who has 
deigned to think of sinners, to provide for 
their need and carry their burdens, and they 
will find in Him the answer to their soul’s 
deepest yearnings. As they hear the fact 
and grasp the reality of His love in redeeming 
men, they will discover here a fountain from 
which flows sweet balm into the wounded 
spirit soothing, comforting, gladdening, 
invigorating them, lifting them out of the 
depths of defeat and death and putting them 
in possession of a new and endless life. 
Behold what manner of love, wrote John. 
Surely it must have appeared to him the most 
fascinating, the most captivating object the 
human eye can look upon or the human mind 
can contemplate. The writer was now an old 
man; he had passed through many vicissi- 
tudes and had witnessed strange develop- 
ments. Long years before he had been 
brought into contact with Jesus and had 
enjoyed closest intimacy with Him. As a 
young man he had leaned on Jesus’ bosom 
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and in fellowship with Him had got to know 
something of ‘‘ Love Divine all love excelling.” 
As he looked into the eyes of the Son of man, 
as he gazed upon His face and heard the words 
of Him Who spake as never man spake, he 
began to realize the fact of God’s love, but 
there was more to follow. 

Later on when Jesus had emerged from the 
darkness which had enveloped Him for a 
brief season and returned again in triumph 
and glory, the fact of God’s love became a 
greater reality and became a more vital, a 
mote powerful thing within his own being. 
When he and others went forth after Pente- 
cost, endued with power from on high to tell 
the glad tidings of Redemption and behold 
the power of the Gospel in lifting, renewing 
and transforming men, making them trusting, 
loving and obedient children of God, the 
reality of the Divine love came to him with 
much assurance and became more attractive, 
more wonderful than ever before.. 

And now in the evening of his life when the 
world is receding from him and the eternal 
day is drawing near, he invites all who may 
read or hear his words to behold the great- 
ness and the wonder of that love which had 
done so much for him and others, bringing 
light in darkness, fellowship in loneliness, 
hope amidst fears, and life in the midst of 
death. This to him is the most winsome of 
sights, the most attractive of all spectacles. 
After all his experience of life, after all he has 
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seen and heard, he would have his readers 
ponder well the fact of redeeming love. 
The result of all his experience, the outcome 
of all his learning was that he knew nothing 
so good, nothing so necessary for men to 
grasp, nothing so pregnant with hope for the 
sons of men as the fact to which our attention 
is directed by the words of our text. 

This love about which John has learned so 
much and concerning which he speaks so 
much in this Epistle he characterizes by an 
epithet which has more in it than appears on 
the surface. The Greek adjective, as Pro- 
fessor David Smith, D.D., explains, has in 
English no precise equivalent. ‘It means, 
properly,’ writes Dr. Smith, “of what 
country ?”’ referring not to quality but to 
NATIONALITY. It would have been used, for 
example by an Athenian who had gone down 
to the seaport of the Piraeus and met a 
stranger newly arrived. ‘Of what country 
are you?”’ he might have inquired, And 
this is precisely the thought in the Apostle’s 
mind. ‘‘ That love,’”’ he says, ‘‘ the love of 
God in Jesus Christ our Lord is a love which 
never sprang from earth’s cold soil. It is 
-from-some*far-off-regions—-it-is from Heaven 
itself. Behold, what unearthly love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us!’)” This is 
the phrase he employs as he presents the 
Father’s love in adoring admiration and 
thinks of its greatness and power. Those 
who have been brought under its sway know 
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something of its sweetness, its tenderness, its 
patience, its faithfulness, its depth and its 
strength; and the longer they live the more 
precious and efficacious they will discover it 
to be, but they will never understand it fully 
or be able to speak of it adequately. Very 
apt and true was the language employed by 
the Apostle Paul in the third chapter of 
Ephesians when he speaks of that love 
“which passeth knowledge.” It is so 
wonderful, it cannot be described in human 
language; it cannot be fully comprehended 
by the human mind. 


“The hart panteth after the waters, 

The dying for life that departs— 
The Lord in His glory for sinners 

For the love of rebellious hearts. 


Call back all the days of the ages, 

All snow-flakes come down from above, 
All flowers of summers departed, 

But think not to measure His love. 


Behold Him, O soul, where He told it, 
Pale, bleeding and bearing thy sin ; 

He, knocking, saith, Open, belovéd, 
I pray thee to let Me come in. 


Behold, I have borne all the judgment, 
Thy sins, O belovéd, are gone, 
Forgotten, forgotten for ever, 
God seeketh, but findeth not one. 
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Behold with what labour I won thee, 
Behold in My hands and My feet, 
The tale of My measureless sorrow— 

Of love that made sorrow so sweet. 


A flax-thread in oceans of fire, 

How soon swallowed up it would be ! 
Yet sooner in oceans of mercy, 

The sinner that cometh to Me.” 


Is it thus that men have commonly thought 
of God? No; even in the Church itself 
erroneous conceptions of His character have 
prevailed. The severe side, the sterner 
aspects of His nature have been pushed into 
the foreground, until scarcely a trace of the 
Father concerning Whom Jesus spoke and 
Whom He revealed could be discovered. 
Hence the spirit of servility instead of the 
spirit of adoption; hence the spirit of fear 
instead of the spirit of love has been mani- 
fested. 

There is a painting in a Continental Church 
which, illustrates a common misconception of 
New Testament truth. In this painting God 
the Father is seen with angry face, leaning 
over the battlements of heaven aiming the 
arrows of His wrath at the hearts of men 
below. In the mid-distance His Son Jesus 
Christ is shown, looking upward in the 
direction of the incensed Deity, running to 
meet the shower of arrows, catching them in 
His person or breaking them to pieces with 
His hands as they fall. Such is the repre- 
sentation or rather misrepresentation of some 
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devout but not fully enlightened artist. His 
effort is a caricature of the Father of peace 
and God of love, while it is a travesty of our 
Lord’s atoning work. The artist’s intention 
was, doubtless, to set forth in an impressive 
way the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; and 
in a certain rude manner he has done this, 
but his painting is a gross libel on the charac- 
ter of the Father. 

It is to be feared that there are some still 
who believe something of the same kind. 
There are those who think of Jesus as full of 
love and tenderness, sympathy and sacrifice 
and are drawn to Him, but they discover no 
loveliness in the Father that they should 
desire Him. There is a book written by 
Olive Schreiner—I don’t know whether it is 
read now, but a quarter of a century ago it 
had a great vogue. In this book—“‘ The 
Story of an African Farm ’’—we are told 
of the spiritual history of the boy Waldo on 
the Boer farm. For long he was haunted by 
doubt before he dared even to whisper it to 
himself; and when he ventured to give 
expression to his doubt he was greatly 
startled—as well he might be. The whisper 
was this: ‘I love Christ, but I hate God.” 
If there are any still who nurse such thoughts 
they are obviously careless readers of Scripture 
and are sadly misinformed. 

What did Christ come into the world to 
do? Well, it is not my present purpose to 
attempt any complete answer to this question. 
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But, amongst other things, surely He came 
to show us WHAT GOD IS LIKE, to reveal His 
nature and His thoughts toward us. Now, 
what we admire and love and are enthralled 
by in Jesus is just the reflection of the 
Father’s glory. All that is true of the Son, 
His gentleness, His patience, His compassion, 
His approachableness, His graciousness, His 
sympathy, His purity, His willingness to 
uplift and save, all this is equally true of the 
Father. Said Jesus: “I and my Father are 
one.” ‘‘ He that hath seen Me hath seen the 
Father.” “ God is love,’’ wrote John; and 
he added: ‘:In this was manifested the love 
of God towards us, because that God sent His 
only begotten Son into the world that we 
might live through Him. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that He loved us, 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.” Is not THE FATHER worthy of our 
trust and praise and love? 


‘Praise ye the Lord for all His loving kindness, 
And all the tender mercy He hath shown, 
Praise Him Who pardons all our sin and blindness, 
And calls us sons and takes us for His own.” 


Yes, God calls us His children and takes us 
for His Own. In one sense all men are His 
sons. When Paul visited Athens and was 
speaking of the nearness of the Lord to every- 
one, he quoted the saying of a Greek poet, 
and sanctioned it while he employed it for his 
own purpose. “For in Him we live and 
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move, and have our being, as certain also of 
your own poets have said, For we are also His 
offspring.’’ All men wherever found, what-. 
ever their disadvantages, their ignorance or 
their degradation are descended from God and 
have a right to look up and call Him Father. 

There is, however, a closer and a more 
intimate relationship existing between the 
Eternal Father and those who have been 
brought into vital, spiritual connection with 
Him through responding to His love. This 
is the relationship brought before us in our 
text. For a specific end, be it observed, this 
love is represented as being bestowed, and 
that end is in order that we might be called 
and be the children of God. Apart from such 
marvellous, inestimable love all are children 
in the wide, general sense. But in order that 
we might stand in the closest relationship to 
Him and become His sons in the best and 
highest sense of the term, it was necessary 
that He should manifest and prove His love 
toward us as He has done in the gift of Jesus 
Christ. 

When we accept His Son, when we become 
one with Him by faith and His Spirit dwells 
in us, we are fully entitled to call ourselves 
children of God, and His children we actually 
are. We have experience of the power of 
redeeming love in heart and life; we have the 
filial spirit, the filial attitude to the great 
Father of all. The new life of faith and peace, 
gladness and hope has been entered upon. 
The Spirit of His Son has come into our souls 
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and teaches us to love and honour our Father 
in Heaven. It is thus we grow in all that is 
good, holy and Divine. “ All love,’’ says 
Browning, “assimilates itself to what it 
loves’; while Tennyson wrote: ‘‘ For love 
reflects the thing beloved.”’ 

The love of the Father in Jesus Christ is the 
great distinctive truth of the Bible. As Dr. 
Denney has said: ‘“‘A man may have ten 
thousand questions to answer about the 
Bible, and yet be as certain on the ground of 
the Bible as he is of his own existence that a 
Divine love has come into the world and has 
come to him. The book that can give a 
sinful soul that certainty is the Book of God. 
When a man submits his mind to the Spirit 
which is in it, it never misleads him about the 
way of salvation.”’ Yes, this Book assures us 
that “‘ best love of all is God’s,”’ that He sent 
His Son for the very purpose that sinners 
might not continue alienated in heart from 
Him, but might be His loving and dutiful 
children. Trust yourself to that love which 
is in the Father and of which He has given so 
convincing and so impressive a demonstra- 
tion in the life and death of Jesus, and you 
will be enabled to go on from strength to 
strength. All your fondest hopes will be yet 
surpassed; all your brightest expectations 
will one day be more than realized. ‘‘ Be- 
loved now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him: for we shall see Him as He is.” 


AMEN. 
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HEAVEN IS OUR HOME. 


“‘ For we have not here an abiding city, but we seek after 
the city which is to come,” 
HEBREWS XIII.,14. (R.V.) 





Heaven is our Home. 


“For we have not here an abiding city, but we 
seek after the city which is to come.” 
HEBREWS XIII., 14 (R.V.) 


The Hebrew Christians had many trials 
to encounter, many losses to meet. In 
consequence of their professed attachment to 
Christ they were driven away from their 
habitation and were compelled to go else- 
where; but this must not tempt them to 
renounce their faith and hope. Their per- 
manent dwelling-place, they must remember, 
is not on earth but in Heaven. The City of 
Jerusalem, however dear to them because of 
its sacred associations and hallowed memories, 
was not the abiding city. The Saviour had 
been led out of Jerusalem and was put to 
death that He might sanctify the people 
with His own blood; and they should be 
willing to leave its gates behind them, to be 
exiled from the city where they dwelt and 
made wanderers in the earth, for their 
permanent home is not anywhere in the 
world. They are but pilgrims and sojourners : 
let them seek an abiding city, the one that is 
to come, the new Jerusalem. They might 
have used such words as these :— 

‘“Though painful and distressing, 
Yet there’s a rest above ; 
And onward still we’re pressing 

To reach the land of love.” 
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Although our circumstances are so different 
in several respects from those of the Hebrews, 
the words of our text have an application for 
us also. Change and decay in all around we 
see, yet the human heart clings to its longing 
for the unchanging and eternal. 


i. 


Let us consider, first, THE WANT OF PER- 
MANENCE IN THE PRESENT ORDER OF THINGS. 
The fashion of the world passeth away, 
becometh something quite different from 
what it was. The things around us have no 
permanence; they continue not in one stay. 
In this world of ours everything is fleeting 
and evanescent, like the glory of the morning’s 
dawn or the beauty of the evening’s sunset. 

We ourselves are subject to many changes. 
We arte surrounded by change in every form, 
and the time comes when we pass away and 
disappear from the visible world. Our cir- 
cumstances in life are characterized by 
mutability. In some cases the extremes of 
fortune are experienced in the short span of a 
lifetime. If we think of what we are told of 
Joseph we remember how his early years were 
clouded by calamity after calamity, and how 
subsequently he rose to be Prime Minister of 
Egypt. If we think of David we find him 
sounding the whole gamut of human ex- 
perience. You have merely to employ your 
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own observation and recall your own ex- 
perience to be convinced that changes are 
incident to humanity, that life is disturbed 
by many a shock, is agitated by many a storm 
of sorrow, severed friendships, broken re 
lationships, wounded affections. 


“This is the state of man; to-day he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow blossoms, 
And bears his blushing honours thick upon him. 
The third day comes a frost, a killing frost, 
And—when he thinks, good easy man, full surely 
His greatness is a ripening—nips his root 
And then he falls.” 


Possessions come and go; worldly means 
may increase or diminish; sanguine hopes 
may be largely realized or woefully dis: 
appointed. In any case our lives are sub- 
jected to many a vicissitude and are shaken in 
various ways until at length the bodily frame 
is reduced to weakness, decay and dissolution. 

There is a story told of a king who stood one 
day looking out on a magnificent procession 
which was passing by. It was a most 
imposing spectacle. Turning to one of his 
attendants the king exclaimed with a feeling of 
satisfaction and pride: “Is it not perfectly 
glorious?’ The attendant made to this 
inquiry a striking reply: “It lacks one thing, 
your majesty, to make it perfect.” ‘“ And 
what is that ?”’ asked the king. The answer 
given was, “Continuance.” The same may 
be said of every worldly possession, of every 
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earthly pageant, of human life itself: it lacks 
continuance. 


Man’s pride has endeavoured to set this law 
at defiance and to erect or construct some 
thing that would have the elements of per- 
manence. In Egypt, Assyria, India and 
China such attempts were made, and the 
monuments of those gigantic efforts have 
survived the centuries. The most solid of 
empires have declined and fallen. Man’s 
most heroic efforts to triumph over the 
enormous power of change prove abortive. 
All the great empires of antiquity are gone, 
are shorn of their ancient pomp and might. 
All that the world is proud of and glories in 
grows dim and dies. Even what has been 
called the ‘‘ unchanging East” must pass 
through its revolutions, as we have seen in our 
own time. The law of ceaseless change 
affects all things that are present and visible; 
and history is but a record of the fact and 
power of this law, a series of pictures of 
epochs and vicissitudes. 


Transiency is written upon everything 
here, and we ourselves are passing away. 
We are not fixtures here, and the things 
around us are not fixtures. There is nothing 
stable or immutable beneath the ever- 
shifting skies. We are all of us in one way 
or another under the unalterable necessity 
of change. This is the absolute condition of 
existence here and now. All things fade or 
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pass into something else. A poet has re- 
minded us that 


“This world is all a fleeting show 
For man’s illusion given ; 
The smiles of joy, the tears of woe, 
Deceitful shine, deceitful flow,— 
There’s nothing true but heaven. 


And false the light on glory’s plume, 
As fading hues of even, 

And love and hope and beauty’s bloom, 

Are garlands gather’d for the tomb,— 
There’s nothing bright but heaven.” 


There is nothing true, abiding, reliable, but 
the great eternal verities, those things which 
the everlasting Gospel brings to view. A 
man is not sure of his property, his money, his 
children. It might seem as if we could 
reckon upon such possessions as lasting at 
least our day; but they may not. Edmund 
Burke’s exclamation, when news reached him 
of the sudden death of a fellow-candidate and 
colleague, has been often quoted. The 
great statesman, when he heard the startling 
tidings amid the excitement and contests of 
public life, uttered the memorable words: 
‘“ What shadows we are and what shadows we 
pursue!’ And said one who lived in the 
far distant past: “‘ Our days are as a shadow, 
and there is none abiding.” 
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The question now arises as to HOW WE 
SHOULD FEEI, ABOUT THE FACT OF LIFE’S 
CHANGES AND TRANSIENCY. How shall we 
meet it when we fully grasp it and see it with 
the inner eye of the mind? It may bring 
bitterness and sadness, or blessedness and 
hope. It may add darkness or impart 
brightness to life. Man will be impressed 
and influenced by it in some way. Some 
realizing the transitory nature of all earthly 
things may become gloomy and depressed, 
may cease to strive, may yield to despair, 
may resign themselves to the inevitable in 
the spirit of indifference and indolence. 

Others may become reckless and sensual. 
Since life is so short, since its good things are 
so uncertain and so short-lived, they abandon 
themselves to pleasure, self-indulgence and 
vice, like those who said: ‘‘ Let us eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we die.” 


‘*Some there be that shadows kiss ; 
Such have but a shadow’s bliss.” 


Others, again, as they think that here they 
have no abiding city, may be inspired with a 
glorious hope. They turn away their minds 
from the downward gaze and raise their 
thoughts to the throne and the eternal love 
of God. Thus a hope, like sunshine through 
an April shower, brightens the life which 


249 


were otherwise so fleeting and sad, so flat 
and unprofitable. 

In other words, men may meet the fact of 
change and vicissitude wisely or foolishly, 
with thoughtlessness and self-gratification 
or with the serious consideration due to 
one of the great facts of human life. 
How does the Bible teach us to think and feel 
about this truth which frequently comes upon 
men with such suddenness and with such 
force? It tells us of a living hope, a hope full 
of immortality. It assures us that beyond 
the shadows there are eternal realities; it 
tells us of a city that abides, a city which the 
Christian pilgrim eagerly looks forward to 
and which he will one day succeed in reach- 
ing. He is thus encouraged and sustained 
amid earth’s buffetings by the hope of the 
Gospel. 

‘“‘ Rarth is brightened when that gleam 
Falls on flower and rock and stream ; 
Life is brightened when that ray 
Falls upon its darkest day.” 


III. 


This brings us to the CHRISTIAN FAITH AND 
HOPE. We seek a city that is to come and 
one that will abide. Weare looking for some- 
thing that will continue, something that will 
never pass away and will never mock us. 
This faith, this hope is based upon what we 
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know of God, the Eternal and Unchanging 
One, and of His unfailing promises. He 
remains ever the same amid the fluctuation 
of the things that are seen andthe alternations 
of life and death. Through time and change 
and death His truth endures and His King- 
dom stands. 

In Christ we have a triumphant hope. He 
has brought life and immortality to light. 
There is a glorious inheritance beyond for 
His followers; hence amid their daily duties, 
their difficulties and perplexities, they do 
not forget the glory that is to be revealed. 
Perhaps some Christians in the present time 
have not as much of this spirit as they ought 
and hold not the primitive hope in anything 
like its primitive strength. If they could 
grasp it more firmly it would be an immense 
gain and incentive. It would not make them 
false to their duties in this world, but it would 
give them the victory over the world. 

When Stanley was in the awful tropical 
forest, spending weary months in its gloom, 
assailed by enemies and threatened by many 
dangers there was one thing that kept up his 
courage and prevented his patience from 
giving way. What was this? It was his 
strong conviction that the gloomy forest was 
not endless, but was encircled by light, and 
that the day of rest and relief would surely 
come. In like manner when there is a strong 
assurance of the continuing city, when the 
day breaks and the shadows flee away, it 
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will be a motive-power which will lift us 
above many a fear and grief, which even 
amid darkness and distress will make us 
patient, strong and hopeful. 

On the other hand, if men get to think that 
there is room to doubt and deny the reality 
of the abiding city, that after all God may 
leave them in the dust and may mock all their 
yearnings and aspirations, what effect would 
such a thought have upon their life and 
character? <A few noble spirits, to be sure, 
might combine with such a belief earnestness 
of purpose and usefulness of life, but to the 
great majority it would be vastly otherwise. 
Many, it is to be feared, would lose all sense 
of the sacredness of life and its solemn responsi- 
bilities; they would fling it away when any 
serious inconvenience arose; they would 
cease to reverence themselves as made in the 
image of God. Existence here would come 
to be a poor, dwarfed, stunted, miserable 
thing; its glory would have vanished. 


‘*O life as futile then as frail.’’ 


But think of the Christian conception 
founded on the love of God in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. To those who believe in Christ’s victory 
over the grave death is not a mystery, is not 
a dark cloud toward which all are moving 
and in which all must sooner or later be lost 
sight of. They look at life and death in 
their true proportions and relations. They 
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have no shrinking fear of that undiscovered 
country from whose bourne no traveller 
returns. For them death has been abolished, 
and while they may desire to abide as long as 
possible in the body, they know that to 
depart is to be with Christ and enjoy clearer 
light and fuller blessedness. 

“We know,” wrote the Apostle Paul, 
“‘ that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.”” He was assured of a building 
reserved for him far more substantial than the 
frail, moving tent in which his soul then 
abode. ‘‘ We know.” 

This accent of certainty was characteristic 
of the early Christian writers, and is in con- 
trast with the hesitating, doubtful spirit 
found not infrequently in recent times. Life 
for believers now has become a more pleasant 
thing than it was in the Apostolic age. It is 
now free from persecution, involves no 
material loss, brands no one with a stigma of 
reproach, and the result is in some instances at 
least that the Christian faith has lost some- 
what of its reality, heaven has become more 
shadowy, the powers of the world to come 
are not felt as they ought to be. 

What is there that will in any degree 
counteract this weakening of faith and hope? 
The contemplation of Jesus Christ—what He 
is and what He has done—and of the glory in 
which He now dwells will accomplish much 
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in this direction. When He becomes real 
and precious to anyone, the unseen world is 
grasped, the influences of His grace encircle 
the life and the great realities of the future 
exert their power over the present. If we 
could look at earth through the glasses of 
eternity, its prizes and pleasures, the things 
that now seem so great and so indispensable 
would dwindle into insignificance. If Christ 
were a reality to us, our affections would be 
set on things above, we should live as strangers 
and pilgrims here, we should keep our faces 
heavenward and live as those whose citizen- 
ship is in Heaven. 


‘‘ For ah! the Master is so fair, 
His smile so sweet on banished men, 
That they who meet it unaware, 
Can never turn to earth again. 


And they who see Him risen far 
At God’s right hand to welcome them, 
Forgetful stand of home and land 
Desiring fair Jerusalem.” 


In Northern India there is a spacious city 
built by a Mogul Emperor for his own glory. 
It is now absolutely deserted by men. There 
is a vast gate-way in the silent walls, and over 
it there is carved an Arabic inscription which, 
wonderful to relate, purports to preserve an 
utterance of Jesus not found in the New 
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Testament. It is a striking saying and 
worthy of note: 


‘‘ Jesus on Whom be peace hath said, 
This world is but a bridge ; pass over ; 
But build not thy dwelling there.” 


This is the proper way to use the world, 
passing over it as a bridge, earnest and 
occupied all the way, yet with heart and hope 
ever looking forward to the life of the world to 
come. Seeing that we belong to an order of 
things doomed to change and decay, seeing 
that we ourselves are so frail, we should 
realize that our blessedness consists in being 
united to God through Jesus Christ, the 
unchanging, ever-abiding Saviour. Thus we 
secure a permanent, an eternal life. And no 
shocks of time, no blows of circumstance, not 
even death itself can injure the life that is 
hid with Christ in God. May He in His 
infinite mercy grant to each of us this enduring 
substance. AMEN. 


“SURSUM COR”: 
A MESSAGE OF GOOD CHEER. 


“ Whom when Paul saw he thanked God and took courage,” 
Acts XXVIII, 15 





“ Sursum Cor”: 


A Message of Good Cheer. 


‘““Whom when Paul saw he thanked God and took 
courage.” 
Acts XXVIII., 15. 
] 

The Apostle was approaching the end of his 
eventful journey and would soon become 
acquainted with the metropolis of the world 
of that time. In that great city of Rome he 
did not know what awaited him. He was, 
in all probability, depressed in spirit as he 
thought of the unknown future, for he was 
a man of like passions with ourselves and 
had not now the buoyancy of youth to sustain 
him. 

When Apii Forum was reached on the great 
road towards the city a deputation of brethren 
who had heard of Paul’s coming met him and 
encouraged his heart. This kindly, courteous 
act assured him of their sympathy and their 
readiness to strengthen his hands. The place 
where they met him was about forty miles 
distant from Rome, while ten miles nearer 
the city other brethren joined those who had 
first arrived in expressing their sympathy 
and in conveying the salutations of the 
Church at Rome. When the Apostle saw 
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these brethren ‘“‘ he thanked God and took 
courage.” ‘Their presence inspired him, their 
company gladdened him, and if they spoke 
(as probably they did) of what God had 
wrought in their city he would be much more 
encouraged. _ 

Dear brethren, we are drawing near the 
end of the Old Year and, if God spare us, we 
are soon to enter upon a New Year full of 
unknown possibilities. Is it not good for us 
to pause a little and consider whether there is 
anything in us and around us that should 
induce us to thank God, even as St. Paul did, 
and take courage? If we allow our thoughts 
to go backwards, if we call to remembrance 
the benefits which the year now hastening to 
its close has brought us and the comforts it 
has continued to bestow, we must be per- 
suaded that there is no adequate ground for 
grumbling or repining or want of confidence 
in our God and Father. We have all had our 
being in Him; we have had experience in . 
many ways of His kindness, care and love. 

Some of us, perhaps, began the year with 
anxious minds and heavy hearts because we 
saw difficulties looming in the distance or 
feared that some stroke of disaster would fall 
upon us, and yet our pathway was made 
smooth. Our fears were proved to be, if not 
groundless, at least exaggerated; and now 
we upbraid ourselves for our folly in cherish- 
ing the spirit of distrust and dread. As we 
think of the dangers from which we have been 
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rescued, the loving kindnesses and tender 
mercies with which we have been crowned, 
let us not forget how much we owe to the 
Lord; let the flame of gratitude be kindled in 
our souls. 

But even though the close of the year 
should find us despondent or saddened, 
nevertheless if God is in our life and our way 
is committed unto Him, there is much still 
to evoke thankfulness of spirit, a thankfulness 
which may co-exist along with discouraging 
or perplexing experiences. 

Unquestionably, life at timesseems a provok- 
ing enigma. Problems are constantly arising 
which even the wisest and most far-seeing 
fail to solve. Questions present themselves 
to the mind and clamour for an answer, but 
as yet no satisfactory reply can be given. We 
cannot go through the world observing the 
things which befall ourselves and others 
without occasionally coming to a standstill, 
non-plussed or dismayed. Why should events 
be thus and not otherwise? Why should 
great issues hinge, at times, on matters 
apparently trivial ? 

The Apostle Paul feces was not exempt 
from such experiences as disturb and perplex ; 
nay, very few have been so frequently or so 
severely put to the test. Would it not 
appear almost inexplicable that his work 
should be interfered with by his continuing 
to be a prisoner for years, instead of being 
free to go wherever he was needed to make 
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known the Saviour’s love? One of the 
Apostle’s spirit would be tempted to fret and 
chafe under such limitations and such 
discipline. 

He knew, however, that God was with him, 
that his life was portioned out so that he was 
not the plaything of fate or the sport of caprice. 
He would be convinced that some useful 
purpose was being fulfilled by his bonds, and 
now after many discouragements and mishaps 
the sight of Christian brethren caused a wave 
of gratitude to arise-in his heart. Their 
thoughtful, seasonable sympathy was sweet 
to him as home is to weary pilgrims or as 
cold waters are to a thirsty soul. 

If there should be any amongst us to-day 
who are depressed or distressed in any way 
through feeling the pressure of adverse cir- 
cumstances or mysterious events, Jet us not 
tush to the conclusion that our life is “a 
mighty maze” and without a plan. Let us 
not suppose that we are abandoned to our 
own resources or that God has ceased to guide 
and protect us. On the contrary, let us 
believe that just as thousands have had their 
dark days and sunless periods, yet emerged 
again into the light, even so it will be in our 
case through Divine grace. 

Things are not always seen in their true 
perspective. Whatever contributes to the 
correctness of our moral judgments and the 
keenness of our spiritual insight is not to be 
deprecated, but should rather be a reason for 
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larger faith in God and deeper gratitude to 
Him; for we may feel as Tennyson has put 
it— 


“although no tongue can prove 
That every cloud which spreads above, 
And veileth love, itself is love.” 


“He thanked God and took courage.” 
Whether the year now hastening to its close 
has been the messenger of gladness or grief, 
whether it has contributed to our comfort or 
disquietude, there is this great fact to awaken 
the gratitude of all who have been acknow- 
ledging Him that “ He has not dealt with us 
after our sins, nor rewarded us according to 
our iniquities.’’ As we take a retrospective 
look over the year and ask it what report it 
has borne to heaven, we are aware that in 
many things we have fallen short. Our best 
work has been tainted by selfishness and 
marred by sin. Little progress is apparent in 
our Christian life. There has been little 
diligence in our spiritual warfare, little effort 
put forth for the Church, and there is too little 
on which the mind can rest with any degree of 
satisfaction. Surely, then, as we think of 
the Divine pity, patience and pardoning 
mercy we will not show any lack of appre- 
ciation by continuing cold and thankless, but 
will praise the Lord for His goodness with 
hearts brimful of joy and gratitude. 

In addition to pardon, there have been 
constant supplies of grace on account of which 
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gratefulness of heart should be felt and ex- 
pressed. Every day we have been dependent 
upon God for power to resist temptation, for 
spiritual strength and guidance. Many are 
the difficulties we have encountered, and if 
we have triumphantly passed through them 
it has been by the help of His Spirit. If our 
faith has not wavered to any serious extent, 
if our love to God has not grown faint, if our 
hope, when failing, has been revived, if when 
our devotion to Christ seemed to be in danger 
of waning it has been renewed and 
strengthened—all these blessings have come 
to us from the Divine Spirit. 


‘** And every virtue we possess, 
And every victory won, 
And every thought of holiness 
Are His alone.” 


Seeing that God is so good in surround- 
ing us with so many favours, we ought to 
avoid despondency and manifest a hopeful, 
heroic spirit with regard to all that lies before 
us. Much may in this matter depend upon 
temperament; but even those who incline 
to look at the darker side and cherish gloomy 
anticipations may, through the grace of God, 
be enabled to shake off this morbid, unhealthy 
feeling and realize that it is incumbent upon 
them to do so. 

There are some who make a merit of their 
sombre feelings, meagre expectations and 
despairing prophecies. The unfavourable 
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estimate they form of things in general seems 
to give them a peculiar pleasure; but this, 
so far from being meritorious, is highly repre- 
hensible and should be avoided. Let those 
who know not God or, if knowing Him, 
distrust His Word indulge in such feelings ; 
but all who, like the Apostle Paul, set the 
Lord before them and are persuaded that His 
promises are all “ yea’ in Christ, should have 
courage to go forward along the untrodden 
pathway, saying: 


“‘T would not have a hand to guide 
But Thine ; 
For Thou hast trod where sinners stray, 
And knowest well life’s troubled way 
And mine. 


I would not have a will to rule 
But Thine ; 
For Thou art wise as Thou are good, 
And none can better choose what should 
Be mine.” 


If we can believe in the infinite wisdom and 
goodness of our Heavenly Father and realize 
that His love is touching our lives every day, 
we shall be delivered from undue anxiety as to 
what awaits us in days to come; we shall 
have strength to become disentangled from 
the despondency which darkens and the 
fears which perplex. 
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The words Jesus spoke to His disciples 
when He was under the shadow of the Cross 
were very remarkable: “Tet not your heart 
be troubled.” The secret of calm and 
courage is faith in the love and care of the 
Invisible Father ever near; but such faith 
is more than mere intellectual belief: it is 
vivid realization of God’s purpose and a 
personal appropriation of His promises in 
Jesus Christ. The conviction that the Lord 
is with us as our refuge and strength, that 
His will is our sanctification and that all His 
dealings with us seek our highest well-being 
will inspire us with hope and courage even 
when the outlook is not particularly bright. 

There is a noticeable connection between 
gratitude to God for the past or present and 
strong confidence as to the future. Those 
who remember how events have been over- 
tuled, ways of escape opened and com- 
pensation provided to sweeten trial, can trust 
even in the darkest days. When we are able 
to trace God’s hand in our previous history 
we have enough in our memories to give us 
confidence for the days to come. We can 
draw out of the past hope and courage for 
the future. 


‘This hath He done and shall we not adore Him 2? 
This shall He do, and can we still despair ? ” 


It is a splendid thing to have a tenacious 
grasp of the promises as well as the knowledge 
of experience which carries with it inspiring 
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memories because of which despondency finds 
no testing-place. If on looking back we can 
remember difficulties surmounted, conquests 
achieved, burdens patiently borne, these are 
the pledge of greater successes yet to come. 
Even if the future should bring heavier 
burdens or greater griefs, there is no reason 
to be discouraged or dismayed. Even in the 
darkest hours we are not left comfortless. 
Through all changes there is an unchanging 
Friend on Whom we lean and Whose grace 
never fails; and at last, even for the anxious 
and timid, there will grow out of the fact of 
many deliverances that sweet calm of spirit 
which should dwell in us richly through the 
Word of Christ, a calm sufficient for every 
emergeticy. 


“Ts there no day creeping on 
Which I should tremble to review ? 
I thank Thee, Lord for what is gone, 
Thine is the future too.” 


There is much also that is valuable in 
Christian sympathy. The arrival of the 
deputation from Rome would strengthen the 
Apostle and would cause a throb of gladness. 
We of the present day do not feel so much 
the need of sympathy and affectionate 
attention. The atmosphere we breathe is 
Christian. The majority of those we meet 
share our hopes and fears. Persecution or 
imprisonment for the Gospel’s sake is for us 
unknown. But yet favourable as our lot is, 
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pleasant as are the places in which our lines © 
have fallert, we feel at times that sympathy 
is an aid in the Divine life, an aid by no means 
to be despised. There are moments when 
the absence of kindred spirits, of cheering 
words and helping hands would mean for us 
depression of spirit, if not actual loss. The 
ministry of kindness counts for much. It is 
a good thing to belong to the band of those 
who believe in saying a kind word of en- 
couragement when and where it is needed. 

There is, of course, at all times the unfailing 
Source of strength, the One changeless, ever- 
abiding Friend, so that even though all men 
should forsake us, as in Paul’s experience at 
a later stage, nevertheless the Lord is near 
and stands by us. His presence goes with 
His people to cheer, defend and sustain. 

What is true of believers individually is 
true of them congregationally. If the Spirit 
of God is in the midst of us and we are being 
led and educated by Him, then although 
many difficulties stand in the way, still we 
may advance to wrestle with them undis- 
mayed. In prosecuting the work of the Lord 
there are hindrances and discouragements— 
the strength of opposing forces, the hostility 
of the unrenewed hearts of men and the 
consciousness of our own insufficiency. There 
is also the apparent slowness of the progress 
of God’s kingdom and the haste with which 
erroneous teachings spread. 

Besides, there is the importance, the 
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gravity and magnitude of the work which 
remains to be done with resources seemingly 
inadequate. Looking back, however, there 
are the evidences of Divine power and 
blessing. Labour has not been altogether in 
vain and strength has not been entirely 
spent for nought. Thanking God for the 
measure of fruit He has given, acknowledging 
our slackness and unfaithfulness on many 
an occasion, may we not—should we not— 
address ourselves to the spiritual work which 
lies to our hands with good hope and much 
encouragement ? 

It would be easy to call up what would 
depress, it would not be hard to give utter- 
ance to inauspicious prophecies, but there are 
too many already who deal in that sort of 
thing. As those who believe in God’s King- 
dom and in the power of His grace, Jet us not 
be disturbed by what seems unfavourable. 
We should give our attention, prayer and 
effort to some part of that Kingdom until by 
the Divine blessing we see for ourselves that 
there is a power at work which is not of earth, 
and that there are blessed influences which 
come from the Unseen world for man’s up- 
lifting and purification. 

If we could only realize that the Gospel is 
the power of God, that the work in which we 
ate interested is the work of God, that the 
will and purposes we seek to fulfil are the will 
and purposes of God, should we not in His 
name take courage and fear no defeat? Such 
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courage invigorates, while fear debilitates and 
doubt paralyzes. Such courage gives glad- 
ness, inspires hope and contributes to success. 
Such courage is contagious: it awakens 
enthusiasm and enkindles ardour in others. 

What is its source? It arises from FAITH IN 
GOD AND AN INTELLIGENT APPREHENSION OF 
HIS PROMISES; and the courage which comes 
from any other source can only be a spurious 
imitation. ‘There is the courage which is the 
outcome of vain confidence or recklessness or 
self-conceit; but such was not that which 
inspired the soul of Paul and many another 
saint of Christendom. He knew’ Christ and 
had experienced His love; hence His one 
overmastering thought was how he might 
best serve Him and spread abroad the good 
tidings of His grace. 

And so, dear brethren, when we have 
received the gift of God and gratitude has 
been awakened in our hearts, when we are 
convinced that His Spirit is influencing our 
lives we shall advance in the strength of 
Christ to work for Him, cheered by His 
promises, taking an interest in the well-being 
of others and seeking to promote the pros- 
perity of the Church. Whatever advances 
the Redeemer’s cause will have our sym- 
pathy, and the story of its triumph will bring 
joy to our souls. 

That we may be stirred up to a right con- 
ception of these things let us think seriously 
of the rapid flight of time and the fleeting 
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nature of our earthly existence. Let us con- 
sider the swiftness with which our oppor- 
tunities are escaping beyond recall. Let us 
learn lessons of wisdom from the past years 
and remember the illusiveness of life. Let 
us, forgetting the things that are behind, 
reach forward to a higher standard of duty 
and a larger measure of usefulness. Now 
that we are hoping soon to enter upon another 
year let the following prayer be the expression 
of our aspirations :— 


“O Saviour, Christ, I pray Thou wilt be near 
To consecrate this newly-opening year ; 
O may Thy love, omnipotent and free, 
Bind every fibre of my heart to Thee, 
And every power and every wish complete 
Be laid in full surrender at Thy feet.” 
AMEN. 











THE SHADOW AND THE 
SUBSTANCE. 


“While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen ; for the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

II. CortnTuIans IV., 18. 





The Shadow and the Substance. 


‘““ While we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen ; for the things 
which are seen are temporal, but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.” | 

II. CorinTHIANS IV., 18. 


Some people find this a hard saying. They 
would prefer some expression such as this: 
“we look at the things which are seen and we 
trouble not about the things which are not 
seen.’’ Such people are more powerfully in- 
fluenced by what their eyes behold than by 
anything faith can grasp. It was not thus 
with the Apostle Paul: he had learned to 
subordinate the lower to the higher, the 
temporal to the eternal. There was a world 
more real to him than that which appeals to 
the average man. This larger world was to 
his mind the substance which would remain ; 
the other was the shadow which would vanish 
away. 


I. 


This text speaks to us of A HABIT OF MIND 
WHICH IS MOST DESIRABLE. Every one has 
some governing thought, some ruling idea 
which recurs time after time and exercises a 
potent influence upon aspiration and conduct. 
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Amid the busiest scenes, in the crowded 
thoroughfare or in the lonely by-way, by day 
or by night, at any moment and in any 
locality, it may present itself and claim a 
hearing. It would be interesting, perhaps 
startling if we discovered the thoughts which 
are at work in the minds of those around us, 
the ideas by which they are dominated and 
the desires by which they are governed. 

One man is intent upon self-pleasing and 
present gratification. Consciously or un- 
consciously this is the object of his desires, 
the goal of his ambition. It may be that 
when the world is wrapped in sleep, his 
thoughts are busy in devising some scheme or 
in perfecting some plan for the furtherance of 
his wishes and the satisfaction of his craving. 
Another man is seeking after wealth early and 
late. Visions of ever-accumulating riches fill 
his thoughts; the larger the hoarded treasure 
becomes, the greater grows the thirst for 
amassing. His look becomes anxious, his 
face care-worn, his spirit discontented. One 
distracting thought has taken possession of 
his mind to the exclusion of all high and 
unselfish aims. Another man is free from 
sordid cares and base ambitions: he is in 
eager pursuit of some nobler thing—fame, 
teputation, the applause of his fellows. To 
secure this he will sacrifice much comfort and 
ease. He will deny himself many pleasures, 
submit to many privations and spend his 
days in unremitting labour, while many a 
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night sleep will refuse to refresh his weary, 
jaded brain. This may continue for years, 
for the greater part of a life-time, and all to 
obtain ‘“‘ the bubble Reputation.” 

I have adduced these typical instances in 
order to illustrate habits of mind or intentness 
of aim in particular directions. In almost 
every one, I suppose, there are witnessed, 
occasionally, particular acts or efforts which 
are not in harmony with the predominant 
idea; and these, if considered apart, would 
give an erroneous conception of one’s aims 
and character. If, however, we carefully 
note our everyday conduct, our favourite 
ideas, our governing thoughts, we can form a 
fairly accurate estimate of what we are in 
reality, and whether or not we are making the 
things beyond mortal vision the objects 
of our desire and pursuit. 

In our text we have got Paul’s habit of 
mind, the steady mental habit which he had 
formed and which he made known to the 
Corinthians in this Second Epistle. The 
language he employs is paradoxical, but his 
meaning is easily understood. He has been 
speaking of his afflictions and burdens—the 
ordeals through which he passed, the hard- 
ships he endured, the misconstruction to 
which he was exposed in carrying forward his 
Lord’s work. Many a one would have 
succumbed in presence of such jealousy, mis- 
representation and persecution; but real as 
the evils were with which he wrestled, dis- 
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couraging as the experiences were through 
which he passed, he did not sink under their 
weight. What was the secret of his heroism? 
What supported his fortitude of spirit and 
prevented him from yielding to hopelessness ? 
It was the consideration of eternal things; 
it was because Jesus Christ was a great 
reality to him. The knowledge of his Lord’s 
sustaining power and the confident antici- 
pation of an eternal weight of glory kept him 
from fainting. 

We sometimes speak of looking at the 
bright side of things and the desirability of it. 
I am not sure that any one has ever repre- 
sented St. Paul as looking at the cheerful 
side, the sunny aspect of things. Perhaps he 
did not, in our generally accepted use of the 
terms ; but did he not in the best and truest 
sense look on the bright side? Instead of 
morbidly brooding over his storm-tossed life, 
or complaining about his daily dying, or 
being cast down because of the pressure and 
perplexity of circumstances, he does not even 
look at these things; for, in comparison with 
that which fills his vision, they shrivel into 
insignificance. By faith his glance passes over 
the unpleasant interval and rests on the great, 
abiding realities. He looks away to the end 
of the journey. His eye of faith beholds the 
storm-tossed vessel safe in the haven of 
peace, so that the hurricanes and dangers to 
which for a time it was exposed are not 
deemed worthy of anxious or depressing 
thoughts. 
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This habit of mind shields those to whom it 
belongs from many a galling anxiety and 
carking care; for it is the undue concern 
about the things which are seen, it is the 
constantly recurring thought about the 
evanescent and the perishable which fills the 
minds of so many with disquietude and un- 
rest. I do not mean that we should be 
indifferent to the things of the present, or 
that we should take no interest in the welfare 
of the community or the State. This would 
be an “‘ otherworldliness ’’ which Paul neither 
preached nor practised: no one could fairly 
charge him with such fanaticism. 

The world through which we pass is very 
real, though it is not eternal. We belong to 
the present as well as to the future, to time 
as well as to what we call eternity. Our life 
here is replete with significance. To dis- 
parage it or treat it with scant courtesy 
would not in any way advance one’s godliness 
or contribute to one’s spiritual growth. This 
world, as the work of God, as the garment 
He has woven, should be intensely interesting. 
The more we are able to understand its laws 
and the larger the number of its secrets that 
ate brought to light by painstaking research, 
the greater should be our gratitude to the 
Giver of all good, and the more readily we 
should yield ourselves to His service. 

That which is seen has its place and value. 
The things which meet our eyes are often 
beautiful and full of significance. There is 


278 


much which comes within range of our vision 
that reminds us of God and shows forth His 
glory. In the world there is good as well as 
evil, there is light as well as darkness; but 
it has nothing satisfying for the higher nature 
of any one who looks merely at the present 
life and has no grasp of what lies beyond. 
If, therefore, my brother, you would possess 
the secret of true living, if you would be the 
master, not the slave of circumstances, if you 
would rise superior to the ills of life, you must 
learn the Apostle’s lesson. Cultivate this 
habit of which I have been speaking; look 
not at the things which are seen; set before 
your mind the things not seen as a mark to 
aim at, an end to attain. 

Now, this habit, like all others, is not 
acquired all at once in its fulness. It is 
formed by degrees and by repeated efforts 
in a strength greater than our own. If 
Christ has a prominent place in our thoughts 
and life, if we realize His presence and prove 
His promises, if we accustom ourselves to 
think more of character than circumstances, 
the habit of looking beyond earth’s sufferings 
and trials will be formed. This is the way 
the Apostle would have us look at life’s 
problems and perplexities. We should look 
to the end, and we should bear patiently the 
discipline of the present for the sake of that 
a which the Providence of God can extract 
rom it. 
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We come now to the REASON ASSIGNED by 
our text for looking not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not seen. 
It is this: ‘the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.”” The thought uppermost in the 
Apostle’s mind when he penned these words 
was that of the afflictions he had endured and 
was enduring. Those afflictions, after all, 
would not be of long continuance: they were, 
in the light of eternal things, but for a 
moment. Such language as he used gives us 
wonderful insight into the reality of Paul’s 
religion, the strength of his faith and the 
brightness of his hope. He could never have 
written such words had his piety been a 
merely emotional or merely superficial thing. 

His thoughts about Jesus were not vague, 
his convictions about the world to come were 
strong, his confidence in the glory that 
awaited the faithful followers of the Saviour 
was neither feeble nor vacillating. Hence 
present trials did not bulk too large before his 
mind, for he felt he could outlive and triumph 
over them all. They belonged to the tem- 
poral sphere, and so could not reach into the 
life beyond or mar the hope laid up for him 
in Heaven. 

This, however, is only a partial application 
of the words under consideration. There are 
other directions and ways in which they may 
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be applied; for not only are crosses and 
sufferings temporal, At, the things that are 
SEEN are temporal also. All that is gorgeous 
and magnificent, the distinctions most greedily 
snatched at, the prizes most eagerly com- 
peted for are fading and transitory. There 
used to be in by-gone centuries—I do not 
know whether or not it is still practised—a 
custom at the enthronement of a pope which 
embodied this truth with striking effect. 
At this imposing ceremony there was a great 
procession of which the new pontiff was the 
central figure. A very significant act was 
performed at the most solemn moment of 
the grand occasion when the procession was 
advancing along the nave of the great build- 
ing, representing all that art and splendour 
could do to enhance the idea of mingled 
ecclesiastical and civil sway. ‘The master of 
ceremonies lighted a torch which slowly died 
away until it went completely out, and as he 
bore it aloft at the head of the procession he 
chanted these words: “holy father, thus 
does this world’s glory pass away! ”’ 

Yes, the most splendid palaces will decay, 
the most costly pile will moulder into dust, 
the most exquisite earthly delights will soon 
come to an end, the most magnificent posses- 
sions and honours can be enjoyed only for a 
time; but God and love, heaven and holiness, 
truth and righteousness are the ever-enduring 
realities. These latter are the objects which 
we should earnestly strive to gain and toward 
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which we should direct our gaze. 

The reason, then, assigned for forming the 
habit of looking at the unseen is a convincing 
and satisfactory one. It appeals to reason 
and the deepest feelings of the heart. Who— 
if he thought of it—would forfeit the real and 
the enduring for the phantasmal and the 
transient? It is worthy of note that the 
Apostle does not say: “ the things which are 
future are eternal,” but, “the things which 
are not seen are eternal.’’ Some people con- 
found the eternal with the future; this is a 
serious mistake. The things eternal are not 
seen by us, but they are neither distant nor 
future. They are here and now. Here amid 
things transitory eternity is around us. We 
need to have our spiritual vision clarified so 
that by the eye of faith we may see the 
abiding realities. Let the teaching of our 
Master and His Apostles sink deep into our 
hearts. Let the dispensations of Providence 
impress the truth they are calculated to teach. 


** Beneath our feet and o’er our head 
Are equal warnings given, 
Beneath us lie the countless dead, 
Above us is the Heaven.” 


III. 


I come now to speak of THE BENEFITS 
which arise out of and flow from this habit of 
mind when formed. It is accompanied by 
elevation of the tone of life. When the 
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affections are set on the things that are above, 
when the world and all things are measured 
by the standard of Holy Scripture, the tone 
of one’s life is inevitably raised; for life is as 
its motives are, and the motives come from 
the convictions and aspirations, the hopes 
and fears that are strongest in the mind. A 
superficial religion has not power enough to 
cleanse the heart or ennoble the principles of 
conduct; but a formed habit of regarding 
the things eternal cannot fail to elevate and 
purify one’s character. 

Every one who lives in fellowship with 
Christ is being moulded by His Spirit, and 
shall yet be like Him. Every one who has 
this hope set on Him purifies himself even as 
He is pure. This is no selfish hope. It is the 
hope of complete immunity from sin at last. 

If our view of things corresponds with St. 
Paul’s, if from his vantage-ground we can 
look at the eternal, if we walk by faith and 
have experience of the powers of the world to 
come, we shall be brave, patient, self-forgetful 
and hopeful. We shall endure as seeing Him 
Who is invisible, and the great truths revealed 
by Christ will be the stay and strength of our 
souls in hours of weakness and days of dark- 
ness. In that case we have a vast horizon 
for our thoughts and hopes; and while we 
do not despise the natural, or forget the prac- 
tical, or dream away the present, we have the 
supernatural to inspire and the vision of the 
eternal to support and cheer. The sea over 
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which we pass may be stormy and tem- 

pestuous, but with Christ as our Pilot we are 

steering towards the harbour with our eyes 

an on the light of a blessed and deathless 
ope. 

Moreover, the formation of the habit of 
looking at the things not seen prepares us for 
departure hence. In a world of uncertainty 
and constant change there is one fact which 
must be faced by everyone—the fact of death. 
About this there is nothing contingent. “It 
is appointed unto men once to die.” To take 
no thought of this appointment is folly. The 
wise man overlooks no facts. While earnestly 
doing the work of the present, he is mindful 
of the future. While he accepts all this life 
brings, its joys and sorrows, its duties and 
responsibilities, he forgets not that he is a 
pilgrim whose journey does not find its goal 
in the grave, and whose thoughts, purposes 
and hopes reach far beyond. ‘‘ He who con- 
founds the passing with the eternal,’ to 
quote Dr. John Watson, ‘‘ has made one of the 
great mistakes of life. He who does not 
avail himself of the education which the 
passing gives, has made the second mistake 
of life. 

Many of the things which are seen are of 
the deepest interest and moment. There is a 
great blessedness and joy in living the 
Christian life in the world. To see the 
Saviour’s Kingdom advancing, to witness the 
onward march of truth and righteousness, to 
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have experience of Christ’s strengthening 
grace each day, these are matters of greatest 
value and contribute to our highest enjoy- 
ment. 

Besides, there are duties which devolve 
upon us and we should not shirk them. 
There are works of faith and labours of love 
which should manifest themselves amid the 
seen and transient. Duty and faith, love 
and kindness, justice and mercy have to do 
with the things that are seen; and who can 
measure their greatness and value? Yet 
when all this has been said, it still remains 
true that man was made for a life and a 
sphere greater than the greatest we can know 
here: for all that is seen is temporal. 

This present life, as some one has said, is 
like one of those acidulated drops which melt 
in the mouth, even as it is enjoyed. It 
perishes in the using. The things around us 
are deceptive; they are neither solid nor 
enduring. Is it not true that when a man 
calmly surveys the world and listens to the 
voice of his own heart, he feels there is some- 
thing better, nobler and more satisfying than 
he has seen as yet? Let this better thing be 
the object of your supreme desire, the goal of 
your ambition. Forget not that Christian 
character is the all-important thing. Christ 
has ascended up on high to lead the hearts of 
men after Him. You and I are called upon 
to trust in Him, to become united to Him by 
faith, to live under the power of His truth 


ff 
Z 


285, 


and under the influence of His love. How 
excellent is the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 
Lord! Blessed are they who live by faith in 
Him, and whose citizenship is in Heaven. 
Their sorrows and reverses will be over- 
tuled for their spiritual welfare; out of trial 
and adversity permanent good will be ex- 
tracted. 


“Oh! lead us, lead us unto Thee, the hidden well, 
Thou the Immutable ; 
With Thee alone there hidden are on high 
The joys that satisfy : 
And they who drink the joys Thou hast supplied, 
They shall be satisfied ! 


Over the triple doorways of Milan Cathedral 
there are three inscriptions spanning the 
beautiful arches. There is carved over one 
an exquisite wreath of roses and underneath 
is the inscription :—‘‘ All that which pleases 
is but for a moment.’’ Over another is 
sculptured a cross with these words :—“ All 
that which troubles us is but for a moment.” 
Underneath the great central entrance to the 
main aisle there is this inscription :—‘“‘ That 
only is important which is eternal.’”’ These 
three truths are an echo of St. Paul’s teaching. 
May God enable us to lay them to heart and 
to His Name be the praise. AMEN. 





GOD'S FIDELITY—OUR 
SECURITY. 


“ God is faithful by whom ye were called into the fellowship 
of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
I. CORINTHIANS I., 9. 
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God's Fidelity—our Security. 


**God is faithful by whom ye were called into the 
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
I. CORINTHIANS I., 9. 


The faithfulness of God may suitably 
enough engage our attention to-day. It is 
a subject on which Holy Scripture has much 
to say that is helpful, cheering and’ comforting 
to every sincere Christian. There is not a 
little in us to awaken fear and distrust as we 
consider the duties and dangers, the re- 
sponsibilities and trials of life. We ourselves 
change, the customs of society change, our 
friends and circumstances change; but there 
is One Who changeth not, One Who cannot 
be untrue to Himself, One Who is ever 
faithful, “ the same yesterday and to-day, 
yea and for ever.’ 

This is the thought the Apostle puts in the 
forefront of this Epistle. He was addressing 
those who had obeyed the Gospel call and had 
already been enriched with many gifts. 
There were some things about them which 
he could not approve; there were faults, 
errors and divisions which he must em- 
phatically condemn. Notwithstanding their 
sins and shortcomings the Apostle was hope- 
ful as to the future of those Corinthian 


290 


believers. God had called them into the 
fellowship of His Son, and because of His 
faithfulness He would also confirm them unto 
the end that they might be blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The fact of God’s faithfulness is frequently 
mentioned in St. Paul’s Epistles. In the first 
Epistle of his that has come down to us we 
find these words: ‘“ And the very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray God 
your whole spirit, and soul, and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He Who 
calleth you, Who also will do it.”’ In the 
last letter he wrote his mind turns again to 
the Lord’s faithfulness: ‘‘ He abideth faith- 
ful; He cannot deny Himself.” During the 
intervening years he had passed through 
many vicissitudes, he had encountered many 
dangers, he had passed through many con- 
flicts. There had been many things to test 
his faith, steadfastness and hope; but nothing 
that occurred had in the least shaken his 
confidence in his Lord. From first to last 
this conviction remained with him. Many 
opportunities had come to him for testing the 
truth as to the Lord’s faithfulness; but 
although some of his friends forsook him, 
although difficulties and disappointments 
crossed his path, the Lord always stood by 
him and His grace never failed him. 

To be called into the fellowship of Jesus 
Christ is a glorious privilege and carries with 
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it blessings unspeakably precious. This 
fellowship begins in the fleeting years of our 
earthly life, but it will last through the 
endless ages of the life of Christ in God. 
Those who are called through the Gospel 
are called to the obtaining of the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Those who have 
received the adoption of sons are heirs, heirs 
of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ: 
they share the inheritance with Him; they 
share His righteousness, His blessedness in 
the Father’s love and His glory as the Son 
of God. 

It is a great future that lies before God’s 
children; it transcends the measures of our 
faith. Their “life is hid with Christ in 
God”; they shall also be manifested with 
Him in glory when He Who is their life shall 
be manifested. The same hope filled the 
heart of John: ‘ Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be; but we know that when He shall 
appear, we shall be like Him: for we shall 
see Him as He is.”’ To be in fellowship with 
Christ here means fellowship with Him in 
His glory hereafter. As we pass through the 
world, however, there are many temptations 
and dangers. Watchfulness and prayer are 
necessary ; but we can always count on God’s 
faithfulness, the truth of His promises, the 
strength of His arm, the permanence of His 
love. U 
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Let us note some of THE DANGERS WHICH 
MENACE THE CHRISTIAN’S STABILITY AND 
PERSEVERANCE. When we have made a 
Christian profession for years, this in itself 
may constitute a danger. As time passes 
and as the affairs of this life become more 
engrossing and entangling, one may become 
less circumspect, less diligent in the use of the 
means of grace. The quiet, monotonous 
years may carry with them a subtle tempta- 
tion. 

Our Lord has told us of a servant who said 
in his heart: “‘ My Lord delayeth his coming ”’ 
and he begins ‘“‘ to beat the men-servants and 
maidens and to eat and drink and to be 
drunken.’’ He also painted a picture of un- 
preparedness or lack of vigilance in the 
parable of the ten virgins. ‘‘ While the bride 
groom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.”’ 
Five of them had no oil in their lamps when 
the cry was heard, “ Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh, go ye out to meet him.” You 
remember the disappointment those foolish 
virgins met with when they returned, after 
going to buy oil, and found the door shut. 
There is a solemn warning in the words of 
Jesus: “‘He that endureth unto the end, 
the same shall be saved.” Time is, 
undoubtedly, a crucial test. 

There is also a danger that may arise from 
one’s gifts and excellent qualities. These 
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Corinthians had been richly endowed. The 
Apostle Paul was ever thanking God for the 
grace bestowed upon them by Jesus Christ. 
In everything they were enriched by Him, so 
that they came behind in no gift; and that 
very circumstance contained in it an in- 
sidious danger to their stability and stead- 
fastness. 

We may be assailed not only at our weakest, 
but also at our strongest point. If there is 
anything in which we excel—courage, meek- 
ness, straightforwardness or purity—and for 
a long time have never wavered in it, we may 
come to the conclusion that all is well in this 
matter at least, that whatever may happen, 
here at all events we shall never be moved. 
Thus, when we are lulled into fatal security, 
the fortress may be successfully assaulted. 
If men are frequently overcome at their 
weakest point, it sometimes happens that 
where they are strongest, or think themselves 
safest, there the attack may be directed and 
defeat inflicted. 

There is also a danger arising from besetting 
sins. These vary with different individuals. 
One man may be inclined to intemperance, 
another to worldliness, another to pride, 
another to impurity. These propensities 
grow stronger unless they are fought against, 
while one’s power of resisting them tends to 
become weaker as the years advance. A 
noble career may be wrecked, a fine character 
may be spoiled by yielding to temptation in 
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one or other of the directions I have indicated. 
Who does not know of instances of this? 
We need to guard against the evils which 
spring out of our hearts as well as the things 
outside which become temptations, such as 
the spirit of the age, changing customs and 
prevailing forms of sin. We need grace for 
each day; and it behoves us very often to 
pray in some such words as these :— 


“God help us through the common days, 
The level stretches white with dust, 

When thought is tired, and hands upraise 
Their burden feebly, since they must. 

In days of slowly fretting care 

Then most we need the strength of prayer.” 


jie 


Let us remember that over against our 
weakness and instability we can place THE 
FAITHFULNESS OF Gop. ‘‘ God is faithful by 
Whom ye were called into the fellowship of 
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” His faith- 
fulness guarantees the perseverance of His 
saints, secures the progressive perfecting of 
their charaeter. This is a thought we fre- 
quently find in St. Paul’s letters. Writing 
to the Philippians he said: ‘‘ being confident 
of this very thing, that He which hath begun 
a good work in you, will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ.” He was persuaded 
that the work of grace begun in their hearts 
would not be abortive, but would go forward 
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and at last reach perfection. ‘This he was 
convinced of, not from their sincerity, kind- 
ness, zeal or liberality, but from the fact that 
God had commenced in them His redeeming 
work, that He had put His hand to it, and 
therefore He would not leave it imperfect 
or incomplete. This is a word of encourage- 
ment for all who know Whom they have 
believed and have good reason to conclude 
that the Spirit of God has influenced and is 
influencing their hearts. 

In calling men into the fellowship of His 
Son God had a design which is not left to 
chance or haphazard. There is no reason 
why He should begin a work of grace and 
afterwards abandon it. The same living 
power which gave it its origin will carry it to 
completion. When we think of the remains 
of the old nature, the power of indwelling sin, 
the weakness of the flesh and the assaults of 
the world, we need to be assured of the 
presence with us of One Who is greater than 
all who can be against us. 

If we are kept in the right way and are 
made meet for the glory beyond, it is by the 
gracious power of God. If we are more than 
conquerors, it is through: Him that loved us. 
Obviously nothing short of Divine power can 
catise us to press toward the mark for the 
prize or bring us to the stage of perfect man- 
hood. None but God can overthrow the 
hindrances which lie along our path and over- 
rule the changing experiences through which 
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we pass, so that all things work together for 
our good. If we are to be sanctified in our 
entire nature, it must be the very God of 
peace Who will do it. When the Psalmist 
said: ‘‘ The Lord will perfect that which 
concerneth me,’ he immediately added these 
words, as if conscious of his dependence upon 
Him—‘‘ Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for 
ever: forsake not the work of Thy hands.” 

When man is the author of any work we 
cannot be absolutely sure that it will be 
finished. It is not an uncommon thing for 
one to begin some task and afterwards 
become weary of, or disgusted with it. There 
ate some who start projects and after a time 
turn from them to something else. They 
fail to complete their designs; they do not 
finish what they proposed to do. The failure 
may arise from lack of means or power; or 
it may be from change of purpose or by 
reason of death. Hence we find a great deal 
of unfinished work and imperfectly executed 
plans. 

I have heard of a man who began to build 
a breakwater and sea-walls, but he had not 
calculated his own resources nor the strength 
of the ocean, with the result that he was 
forced to relinquish his design. To-day, the 
blocks of dislodged concrete are lying in wild 
confusion on the beach, while the victorious 
waves break over them at every tide and 
laugh at the abortive scheme. This man was 
one of those who began to build and were not 
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able to finish. It is not thus with the great 
Master-Builder. He completes what He 
begins. His purpose changes not; His re 
sources are never inadequate. ‘‘ The ever- 
lasting God, the Lord, fainteth not, neither 
is weary.” He has infinite resources at His 
disposal and is not limited in time. He 
changeth not in purpose; accordingly He 
will not leave His children until He hath 
finished the work He hath initiated in them. 
Through all our fickle and wayward changes, 
He abideth faithful. With the constancy of 
eternal love He carries on the work He has 
begun. 

Since this is so His people need fear nothing 
but sin. They may have the grace they need 
for every duty and responsibility. In a 
world of suffering and sorrow, the present for 
some amongst us may be dreary and dis- 
couraging; the outlook for others may be 
dark and depressing. When crosses of any 
kind come to us, there is nothing we need to 
be assured of more than the faithfulness of 
God at all times. Seeing that amid all 
changes and vicissitudes we can reckon upon 
His grace, we have no reason to be dismayed. 
Amid all separations and griefs we have Him 
with us as an unchanging Friend and ever- 
abiding Helper. 

We have His promise which cannot be 
broken—‘‘ I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.”’ On every needed occasion, at every 
critical juncture He is near to His children, 
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withdraws not from them His sustaining 
hand, but grants them help. When that 
strong, all-supporting hand grasps us, we are 
kept as we advance along the road of our 
pilgrimage and we are enabled to walk in safety 
amid the troubles of the world and the 
snares of sin. If at any time, like Peter, we 
feel ourselves insecure, if we are in danger of 
sinking in the encompassing billows and we 
look to Him, He will impart new courage and 
strength. If tender ties are broken and the 
heart is heavy through bereavement, if amid 
the storms of life we suffer loss, there is One 
Who never leaves us, One Who is a shelter 
and refuge in every time of strain. His all- 
sufficient presence and grace can be counted 
upon in every time of need. 

In faithfulness God sometimes afflicts His 
children; for their spiritual good He puts 
difficulties in their way or permits divers 
trials to assail them. At such seasons, they 
are not to faint or grow discouraged, but 
rather seek the grace that will enable them to 
acquiesce in the Divine will and reap the 
benefit designed by a loving Father’s dealings 
with them. He will not, we may be sure, 
put upon His children more than they are 
able to bear. “He knoweth our frame.” 
The Apostle Paul tells his readers, in a tender 
sentence, that their burden will be pro- 
portioned to their strength :—“ God is faith- 
ful Who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye.are able.” He understands 
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how much the bodies and souls He has made 
can endure, the pressure they can stand; 
He is merciful and considerate. 

If He sends an affliction particularly severe, 
He will also give needed grace. He will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape. 
If the distressing thorn in the flesh be not 
removed, He will make His grace sufficient 
for the sufferer. Such is the testimony of 
God’s Word, and His suffering children can 
set to their seal that God is true. His 
promises are verified in their experience, and 
afterwards they can look back on the way by 
which they have been led and seeing the hand 
of God in it are convinced that all has been 
for good. They can sing of His faithfulness, 
for He has kept His Word, and His grace has 
sustained them in every emergency. The 
discipline to which they were subjected has 
become a benediction, not a curse. 

This truth, so comforting to those who at 
His call have yielded themselves unto God, 
must not be treated so as to justify indiffer- 
ence or presumption. It is “the saints” 
who persevere, and they need to watch and 
pray. They are “elect through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” It 
behoves them to use the means provided for 
their safety. They need to grasp the strong 
hand of their Redeemer and implicitly depend 
upon His promises from day to day. 

While Paul was confident as to God’s faith- 
fulness and the certainty of His purpose being 
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fulfilled, this did not prevent him from pray- 
ing for those who were called into the fellow- 
ship of Jesus Christ, nor did it keep him from 
warning them against certain dangers that 
would assail them. We find that he exhorts 
them to diligence, faithfulness, steadfastness, 
humility, watchfulness and prayerfulness. 
Those who are diligent in the use of the 
means of grace and go forward leaning on 
the Beloved of their souls have no need to 
fear as to the future. ‘‘ They shall never 
perish.” “He is faithful that promised.” 
If this were not so, what would be our hope? 
If our good resolutions had not behind them 
the unchanging purpose of the Divine love, 
of what avail would they be? What would 
be the use of our prayers, aspirations and 
hopes, if behind them there did not stand the 
untiring faithfulness of God? If the gifts 
and calling of God were not without repent- 
ance, how precarious would be our position 
and how dark would be the outlook! Blessed 
be God for His faithfulness! He will stablish 
His people and He is able to keep them from 
falling. He enables them to go forward with 
increasing strength and prepares them for 
the glorious inheritance beyond the stars. 
Dear brethren, the truth I have been con- 
sidering is well calculated to encourage us 
to fidelity in the performance of duty and 
patient submission under the trials which fall 
to our lot. It should lead us to put implicit 
confidence in our Heavenly Father’s purpose 
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of love. We should hold fast the profession 
of our faith without wavering. Our faith is 
the appropriate answer to God’s gracious 
promises and His unchanging faithfulness. 

When two instruments are tuned to the 
same pitch, if a note is struck on the one the 
chords of the other vibrate it back again , 
so God’s faithfulness should awake the music 
of answering faith in our responsive, vibrating 
hearts. Let us accept His Word as trust- 
worthy and build on it a sure hope. Too 
frequently we meet His promises with doubt 
or mistrust, or at least with a faltering faith. 
When we are reminded of others who relied 
on the Divine faithfulness we may cordially 
agree, but when we come to the test of our 
own experience and make the individual 
application, can we accept His Word without 
the slightest doubt or hesitation? Blessed 
ate we if we can. If this is our attitude to 
Him, we shall find Him as good as His Word. 
His faithfulness will be our shield and buckler ; 
and we shall be able to front the changes and 
contingencies of the future without fear or 
dismay. How great is the comfort of Christ’s 
Evangel ! 


“ Vea, thro’ life, death, thro’ sorrow and thro’ sinning, 
He shall suffice me, for He hath sufficed ; 

Christ is the end—for Christ was the beginning ; 
Christ the beginning—for the end is Christ.” 
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Now, all this presupposes that we have 
hearkened to God’s call and have accepted 
the faithful saying of the Faithful Witness. 
The all-important thing is obedience, the 
acceptance of Christ and our trusting in Him 
for pardon and grace to help in every season 
of need. 


‘* Oh! bless Thou me, and I am blessed ; 
Oh ! love Thou me, and I am fair.” 
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